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Troops in war zone
put some tough
questions to Rumsfeld

Page 5

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld delivers a speech to American troops Wednesday at Camp Udairi, north of Kuwait City. Some servicemembers at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, com-
plained to Rumsfeld about the lack of armor for their vehicles and long deployments, drawing a blunt retort from the Pentagon chief: “You go to war with the Army you have,” he said.
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Housing development arson: Inves-

tigators want to talk to the driver of a

blue van that firefighters saw leaving a

housing development in Indian Head,

Md., where dozens of homes under con-

struction burned, authorities said Wednes-
day.

Arson has been ruled the cause at least
seven of the fires, and although the investi-
gators do not know if the van was involved,
they want to speak with the driver, said
Capt. Joe Montminy of the Charles County
sheriff’s office.

The development, about 25 miles south of
Washington, had been criticized by environ-
mentalists, and investigators have not ruled
out ecoterrorism, or any other motive such
as race, in the blaze that destroyed 12
homes and damaged 14.

Sept. 11 Fund disbanding: A Sept. 11
charity backed by a big celebrity-fueled tele-
thon will close its doors Wednesday, having
raised more than $500 million, officials said.

The Sept. 11 Fund collected $534 million,
aided in large part by a telethon appeal
from some of the biggest names in film, tele-
vision and music.

The one-night fund-raiser 10 days after
the 2001 attacks featured George Clooney,
Tom Hanks and Bruce Springsteen, and
viewers responded by donating nearly $130
million for victims and their families.

murder case:
Georgia said Tuesday they will seek Lhe
ted of
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What's new with old

Ky. child murders: Carolyn

y, left, and Chuck

y, center, look at Marco

Allen Chapman during a hearing in Burlington, Ky. Chapman pleaded guilty Tuesday to stab-
bing two of the Marksberrys’ children, 6-year-old Cody Sharon and 7-year-old Chelbi
Sharon, and asked a judge to sentence him to death. “For what | did to the Marksberrys, my
death is some way of redemption to them,” Marco Allen Chapman said. “My life has never
been worth much, P'll give it freely to them.” The judge set a sentencing date for Dec. 14.

day, but he denied reports that the two sides
had worked out a broader deal to end their
decades-old conflict.

death penalty against a woman
fatally poisoning her husband with arm-
freeze and accused of killing a boyfriend the
same way.

Lynn Turner, 36, was
indicted in October on a
charge of malice mur-
der in the 2001 death of
her boyfriend, firefight-
er Randy Thompson. In
May, she was convicted
in the 1995 murder of
her husband, police of-
ficer Glenn Turner, and
senlenoed to life in pris-

Turner

Authorities allege
life insurance was the
motive in both cases.

Kevorkian parole appeal: The Michigan
parole board declined to commute Jack
Kevorkian's murder sentence or grant the
assisted suicide advocate parole, saying his
claims of ill health mirrored claims he had
made just a year ago.

In a letter sent to Kevorkian’s lawyer, the
board said the application essentially was
the same as one it rejected in November
2003, and said another attempt could be
made for similar requests only after a full
two years had passed.

Kevorkian's lawyer, Mayer Morganroth,
said he would go directing to Gov. Jennifer
Granholm and ask her to consider parole or
a commuted sentence for the 76-year-old.

Peterson sentencing: Jurors in Redwood
City, Calif,, won't be allowed to consider
sympathy for Scott Peterson’s family when
they decide if he should receive the death
penalty.

Defense lawyer Mark Geragos argued
that jury instructions should allow panelists
to consider the affect a death sentence
would have on Peterson’s family, given that
the fetus was to be a grandson to both the
victim’s and the defendant’s parents.

But Judge Alfred A. Delucchi declined to
include the clause in jury instructions.

World

Palestinian elections: Israel and the Pal-
estinians have agreed on the logistics of the
upcoming election to replace Yasser Arafat,
a senior Palestinian official said Wednes-

The inians had that Isra-
el cease military operations and withdraw
from Palestinian cities and towns to allow
candidates to campaign for the Jan. 9 presi-
dential elections to replace Arafat, who died
last month.

The Palestinians also insisted that resi-
dents of east Jerusalem be allowed to vote, a
demand that Israel has resisted. The Pales-
tinians want east Jerusalem, annexed by Is-
rael after the 1967 Mideast war, to be their
future capital.

Serb war crimes fugitive: Former Bos-
nian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, who
has been the U.N. war crimes tribunal’s top
fugitive for nearly a decade, will not surren-
der, his brother said Wedneeday

“Tknow how he thinks and there is no one
in the world who could talk him into surren-
dering,” the fugitive’s brother, Luka Karadz-
ic, told The Associated Press.

U.S.-Europe alliance: Secretary of State
Colin Powell challenged Europe on Wednes-
day to play a more active role with the Unit-
ed States in pursuing peace and democracy
in the Middle East and Iraq.

“We need to have the courage to seek fun-
damental change and not be satisfied with
just managing or containing threats,” Pow-
ell told a gathering of young people ahead of
ameeting of a NATO foreign ministers meet-
ing on Thursday.

He said he was hopeful for a break in the
impasse between Israel and the Palestin-
ians, adding that the U.S. and European in-
stitutions must help that process along and
make contributions elsewhere in the region.

Turkey EU membership: Turkey’s for-
eign minister on Wednesday ruled out for-
mal recognition of Cyprus before the divid-
ed island is reunited — a blunt message to
European Union leaders demanding that
Turkey take steps on the issue ahead of a
key summit next week.

EU leaders are likely to open member-
ship talks with Turkey at the Dec. 17 EU
summit, but Cypriot President Tassos Papa-
dopoulos has warned that his country may
veto such a decision if Ankara refuses to rec-
ognize his country, which joined the EU in
May. Several EU leaders have been pressur-
ing Turkey to compromise on the issue.

N. Korea nuclear talks: A key U.S. envoy

on the North Korean nuclear issue met offi-
cials in Seoul on Wednesday amid a flurry
of diplomacy aimed at persuading Pyongy-
ang to return to six-nation talks on convinc-
ing it to abandon its nuclear ambitions.
Joseph DeTrani and Cho Tae-yong, head
of Seoul’s task force for the nuclear dispute,
discussed the crisis that erupted in late 2002
after U.S. officials said North Korea admit-
ted running a secret nuclear program in vio-
lation of international agreements.
Following the meeting, Cho told South Ko-
rean reporters that DeTrani expressed “dis-
appointment” that no date for the next
round of six-party talks has yet been fixed.

Ukraine electoral reforms: Ukraine’s par-
liament adopted electoral and constitutional
changes Wednesday in a compromise in-
tended to defuse the nation’s political crisis
— prompting opposition leaders to say they
would lift a two-week blockade of govern-
ment buildings.

The vote came as a surprise after days of
political maneuvering and massive street
protests following the disputed Nov. 21 pres-
idential runoff election. It suggested that op-
position leader Viktor Yushchenko’s camp
had determined that the prolonged unrest
could ultimately weaken the country and his
own position ahead of a Dec. 26 rerun of
that vote.

Military
U.S. Army deserter in Canada: An Ameri-
can seeking to become the first U.S. soldier
granted refugee status in Canada after refus-
ing to serve in Iraq told immigration offi-
cials Tuesday that the Army was drilling its
soldiers to think of all
Arabs and Muslims as
potential terrorists.
“We were being told
that it was a new kind
of war, that these were
evil people and the;
F| had to be dealt with,”
Pfc. Jeremy Hinzman,
26, told the Immigra:
tion and Refugee
Board on the second of

Hinzman

Hinzman is arguing
that the war in Iraq is illegal and fighting in
it would have made him a war criminal.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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U.S. combat deaths at 1,001

Iraq total posted
on DOD site amid
Samarra clashes

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Pentagon said Wednes-
day that the number of U.S. combat deaths in
Operation Iraqi Freedom now is above 1,000.

‘An American soldier was slain Tuesday by
small-arms fire while on patrol in Baghdad.
On Wednesday, the Pentagon’s Web site listed
the total number of U.S. combat deaths at
1,001.

The military also said a Marine died in a ve-
hicle accident in western Baghdad. The two
deaths brought the number of U.S. military
who have died since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003 to 1,279, according to an
Associated Press tally.

In Iraq, insurgents launched assaults
around Samarra on Wednesday, trading gun-
fire with U.S. forces, attacking a convoy, and
blowing up a police station after looting its ar-
mory.

The gunmen in Samarra stormed a police
station, looted the weapons inside and blew up
the building, according to a police officer. A
policeman and a child standing nearby were
killed during the clashes before the insur-
gents fled.

The violence in Samarra killed four Iragis
and wounded several others. The city’s police
chief later announced he was resigning; his
house was attacked earlier Wednesday and he
said his family had asked him not to go back to

“When I felt that I wasn't carrying out my
duties as I should, I had to give an opponumty
for someone else to carry on,” Maj
Shamel al-Samarrai said.

American soldiers were also attacked by
small-arms fire near a traffic intersection, but
no one was hurt. The soldiers began checkmg
cars after the incident and fired at two vehi-
cles that failed to stop when ordered to, killing
both drivers, the military said.

A suicide bomber also detunated his explo-
sives-packed car near two U.S. Bradley fight-
ing vehicles parked outside an American
base, injuring one Iraqi civilian, while insur-
gents attacked American forces at another lo-
cation with machine guns and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades. No U.S. casualties were sus-
tained.

The U.S. military hailed its September-Octo-
ber operation to retake control of Samarra as
a success, but violence there has persisted.
American and Iraqgi forces have killed 127
fighters and 20 civilians.

Saddam’s attorney says U.S. kept him from visiting client

BY JAMAL HALABY
The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — The chief
defense lawyer for Saddam Hus-
sein blamed the United States for
the cancellation Wednesday of a
first meeting between the defense
team and the former Iraqi dictator.

British Defense Secretary Geoff Hoon visits British troops in Basra, Iraq, on Wednesday. As
Hoon discussed preparations for Irag’s Jan. 30 elections with Basra’s governor, U.S. troops
fought insurgents who launched multiple assaults in Samarra. Wednesday also marked the day
the total number of U.S. combat deaths in Iraq reached 1,001, according to the Pentagon.

Residents say many local police are refus-
ing to go to work, fearing insurgents will tar-
get them for suppomng U.S-led efforts to
maintain security in the city.

Clashes also broke out in Ramadi between
American troops and insurgents around a
U.S. base. A hospital official said three civil-
ians were killed and one was wounded.

A series of attacks in recent days have
killed more than 80 Iraqis, mostly members of
the country’s fledgling security forces.

The attacks are of particular concern be-
cause Iragi and U.S. officials have insisted
next month’s elections will go ahead despite
the violence and the fact that some insurgent
strongholds have been too dangerous for
voter registration to begin.

In southern Iraq, British Defense Minister
Geoff Hoon met with some of Britain’s 9,000
soldiers who recently returned from a mission
in support of U.S.-led efforts to clear insur-
gents from a wide area south of Baghdad,
spokesman Maj. David Gibb said.

Hoon discussed election preparations with
Basra’s governor, Hassan al-Rashid, during
his one-day visit.

Basra, some 340 miles southeast of Bagh-
dad, is close to Iraq’s long and porous border

&k The abrupt cancellation indicates that
there was a last-minute decision to ban

the meeting.9?

with Iran. Hoon’s visit comes at a time when
Iraq’s U.S.-installed authorities are calling on
their neighbors — particularly Syria and Iran
— to guard their borders more closely against
infiltration by insurgents.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II and Iraqg’s inter-
im president, both Sunni Muslims, singled out
Shiite Muslim-dominated Iran, accusing it of
trying to influence the elections, in which
Iraq’s majority Shiites are expected to per-
form strongly.

In other violence, clashes between police
and gunmen in the northern city of Mosul left
four militants dead and two commandos
wounded, Lt. Col. Jaleel al-Dulaimi said.

Insurgents attacked the commando check-
point on a highway with sniper fire and rock-
et-propelled grenades, al-Dulaimi said, add-
ing that there were unconfirmed reports of ci-
vilian casualties.

A roadside bomb in Baghdad wounded two
American soldiers, who later returned to
duty, U.S. military spokesman Maj. Jay An-
tonelli said. Hospital officials said six Iraqis
were wounded.

Police found the beheaded corpse of an
Iraqi National Guardsman in the Hillah
River, some 60 miles south of Baghdad, hospi-
tal official Hussein Madlol said. It wasn’t
clear when he was killed.

he had no information on the pur-
ported meeting.

The U.S. authorities in Iraq have
previously refused to let lawyers
see Saddam, who was arrested in
December 2003 dnd lS being held
inaUs.

Ziad al:

Head of Saddam Hussein's legal team

No lawyer was at Saddam s side
when he was arraigned July 1 in
Baghdad on charges that included

Ziad al-Khasawneh said in an in-
terview that the Iraqi Bar Associa-
tion had obtained court permission
for defense lawyer Khalil al-Dulei-
mi, an Iraqi, to meet Saddam on
Wednesday.

“But the syndicate called the
lawyer earlier today to say the
meeting has been indefinitely post-
poned,” said al-Khasawneh, who
heads the Jordan-based legal team

appointed by Saddam’s wife Saji-
da.

“The abrupt cancellation indi-
cates that there was a last-minute
decision to ban the meeting,” he
said. “That decision appears to
have come from the top, neither
from the court nor from the Iraqi
government, because both have no
say in front of Iraq’s real ruler, the
United States of America.”

“There was obviously an Ameri-
can veto on the meeting,”
al-Khasawneh said.

A spokeswoman for the U.S. Em-
bassy, Vicki Stein, said late
‘Wednesday she was not aware of
the cancellation but would look
into it.

Officials from the Iraqi Bar Asso-
ciation in Baghdad were not imme-
diately available for comment. An
Iraqi Interior Ministry official said

killing rival politicians over 30
years, gassing Kurds, invading Ku-
‘Wait in 1990 and suppressing Kurd-
ish and Shiite uprisings in 1991.

Saddam’s legal team consists of
20 lead lawyers and another 1,500
volunteers. The lead lawyers come
from various countries including
the United States, Britain, France,
Jordan, Lebanon and Libya. Most
of the volunteer lawyers are from
Arab countries.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,279
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 999 died as
aresult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said. The fig-
ures include three military civil-

ians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
EST Tuesday.

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry and Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,141 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 890 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

M One Marine was Killed
Tuesday in a nonhostile vehicle
accident in Anbar province.

B One U S. soldier died Tues-
day in Baghdad of wounds re-
ceived from small arms fire.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M Army Cpl. Joseph O. Be-
hnke, 45, New York; died in a ve-
hicle accident Saturday in Bagh-
dad; assigned to the Army Na-
tional Guard’s 1st Battalion,
258th Field Artillery Regiment,
New York City.

W Army Staff Sgt. Kyle A. Eg-
gers, 27, Euless, Texas; died
Sunday in Habbaniyah when
his vehicle was struck by an ex-
plosive; assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, S06th Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Infantry Division,
Camp Greaves, South Korea.

WArmy Sgt. Michael L.
Boatright, 24, Whitesboro,
Texas; killed by an explosive
Saturday in Baghdad; assigned
to the 20th Engineer Battalion,
1st Cavalry Division, Fort
Hood, Texas.

Saddam Hussein



PAGE 4

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Thursday, December 9, 2004

Lack of security slows Red Cross in Iraq

BY ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS
The Associated Press

GENEVA — The international
Red Cross will continue its visits
to Saddam Hussein and other de-
tainees in Iraq despite security
problems that have caused other
aid groups to withdraw, the head
of the neutral agency said
Wednesday.

“In spite of the terrible attack
against our delegation on Oct. 27,
2003, the ICRC has never stopped
its activities in Iraq,” said Jakob
Kellenberger, president of the In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross. “The ICRC is one of the

k& The ICRC is one of the very few
organizations still having expatriate
staff in Iraq.9y

Jakob Kellenberger

president of the International Committee of the Red Cross

The agency, however, did cut
back its operations considerably
after the suicide truck bombing
heavily damaged its Baghdad
headquarters and killed two Red
Cross employees and as many as
10 other people outside the com-
pound.

Kellenbexger said the agency

i

very few still hav-
ing expatriate staff in Iraq.”

o pass messages
bemveen separated families, and

provides water and medical assis-
tance to Iraqis.

“The clear priority is the visits
of the main detention centers in
Traq,” he told reporters.

But moving around in the cen-
tral part of the country remains a
major problem because of securi-

reats.
“We don’t feel that the security
situation has improved,” Kellen-

berger added. “And that is one of
the reasons why we cannot envis-
age an extension of our activities
at the moment.”

But, he added, “I have to be a
bit modest in this type of assess-
ment because naturally our pres-
ence in the field is pretty limit-
ed”

The ICRC has cited its inability
to receive security assurances
from all sides as the main reason
it has been unable to assess condi-
tions in Fallujah since Nov. 8,
when US.-led forces launched
their offensive against insurgents
in the city west of Baghdad.

“We do the utmost to get in
touch with all the actors, who
may have an influence on the con-

flict situation in Irag,” Kellen-
berger said. “But I cannot say we
have succeeded in this perfectly.
And we still do not know really
who attacked us on Oct. 27, 2003.”

He said he didn’t have the lat-
est number of detainees being vis-
ited by the ICRC in Iraq, but an
aide said delegates were still see-
ing “several thousand” people
bemg held by U.S. and other forc-

“We are visiting Saddam Hus-
sein regularly,” he added.

He declined to say how fre-
quently, but other ICRC officials
have said delegates visit the
former Iragi president every six
to eight weeks and check on his
conditions, just as they do other
detainees.

Staggered-elections plan

Baday Amir
Abdel-Jabar
holds her
daughter,
Fatemah, at
their home in
Mandali, Iraq.
The 14-month-
old Iraqi girl
was treated for
a birth defect
by doctors at
Children’s
Hospital in
Columbus,
Ohio. Fatemah
was given
chemotherapy
and is being

picks up support in Iraq

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s Interior Minis-
try on Wednesday threw its weight be-
hind a reported suggestion by Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi to hold next
month’s national elections over several
days, rather than just one.

But Irag’s Independent Electoral
Commission, which has final say over
the scheduled Jan. 30 vote, said it was
still trying to confirm Allawi’s published
comments and insisted no official
change had been made in the way vot-
ing will be held.

Allawi made the proposal in com-
ments published Tuesday in two Europe-
an newspapers, Belgium’s Le Soir and
Switzerland’s Le Temps.

He said Iraq’s upcoming vote could
be held over two or three weeks across

the country to allow security forces to
protect polling stations effectively.

“If people have more than one day to
vote, then there will be shorter lines and
thus there will be less danger and less
victims if something bad happens, al-
though we have taken the necessary
‘measures to secure the voting process,”
Intenor Mmlstry spokesman Sabah

“It is. an excellent idea and it will
make it easier for the Interior Ministry
regarding securing the elections,” he
said.

The handling of the vote has become
a Key issue in Iraq recently, with insur-
gents threatening to attack polling sta-
tions and the country’s Sunni Muslim
minority demanding a postponement.

Some insurgent strongholds have
been too dangerous for the registration
process to begin.

until she is old
enough for
surgery at

age 5.

Photo courtesy
of the U.S. Army

U.S. task force helps baby

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

A 14-month-old Iraqi girl has returned
home after six months of treatment in Ohio
for a disfiguring birth defect, according to a
news release from the Tikrit-based Task

Force Danger.

Doctors at Children’s Hospital in Colum-
bus had treated Fatemah Hassan since May
for a cavernous hemangioma, an abnormal
growth of blood vessels on the right side of
her face, neck and upper chest that had
swelled to the size of two softballs, the re-
lease said. The condition is treatable in the
United States, but rural Iraq lacks the neces-

sary medicines and surgeons.

Last spring Fatemah’s mother, Baday
Amir Abdel-Jabar, had brought the girl to
the front gate of Forward Operating Base
Rough Rider, a U.S. military base near their
hometown of Mandali, the release said. Man-
dali is about 75 miles northeast of Baghdad,
near the Iranian border. FOB Rough Rider

has since been closed.

Lt. Col. Todd Fredericks, a surgeon for the
‘West Virginia Army National Guard’s 1st Bat-
talion, 150th Armor Regiment, worked with
the Iraqi Defense Ministry and the Coalition
Provisional Authority to arrange transporta-
tion to Columbus, according to the release.
Fredericks knew doctors from Ohio State
University who would treat Fatemah for free.

The doctors there at first had planned to op-
erate but decided to postpone the surgery
until the girl turns 5, the release said. In-
stead, they treated the girl with chemothera-

py. She will continue to take medicine until
she is old enough for the operation, accord-
ing to the release.

While in Columbus, the baby and her moth-
er lived with a Muslim family and commuted
to the hospital, the release said. She returned
to Mandali in November.

Task Force Danger is commanded by the
Germany-based 1st Infantry Division and
comprises 22,000 soldiers patrolling a large
area north and east of Baghdad.

E-mail Steve Liewer at: liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

South Korean Presi-
dent Roh Moo-hyun
is lifted by an uniden-
tified South Korean
Army soldier upon
his arrival at their
" base in Irbil, north-
ern Iraq, on Wednes-
day. Roh’s visit was
a surprise to the
3,600 South Korean
troops in Iraq.

AP

Visit surprises S. Koreans

President drops in on troops rebuilding northern Iraq

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — President
Roh Moo-hyun made a surprise visit
Wednesday to northern Iraq where
3,600 South Korean troops are helping
rebuild the violence-wracked country,
his office said.

The trip came as a parliamentary
committee on Wednesday approved a
government proposal to extend the de-
ployment of South Korean troops in
Iraq for another year. The bill must be

approved by a plenary session of the Na-
tional Assembly; it convenes Thursday.

The president was on his way home
from a trip to France when he stopped
over in the Kurdish town of Irbil to sup-
port the soldiers there, Roh’s spokes-
man, Lee Byung-wan, said in a state-
ment.

Television footage showed a cheerful
Roh eating breakfast with troops, who
greeted his arrival with applause. He
wore the same sand-colored uniform as
the soldiers. Roh was to return to South
Korea early Thursday.
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Gls grill Rumsfeld on |

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait —
Disgruntled U.S. soldiers com-
plained to Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld on Wednesday
about the lack of armor for their
vehicles and long deployments,
drawing a blunt retort from the
Pentagon chief.

“You go to war with the Army
you have,” he said in a rare public
airing of rank-and-file concerns
among the troops.

In his prepared remarks earli-
er, Rumsfeld had urged the
troops — mostly National Guard
and Reserve soldiers — to dis-
count critics of the war in Iraq
and to help “win the test of wills”
with the insurgents.

y Spc. Thomas Wilson of
the 278th Combat

tions they face and said the Army

Team that is comprised mainly of
citizen soldiers of the Tennessee
Army National Guard, asked
Rumsfeld in a question-and-an-
swer session why vehicle armor
is still in short supply, nearly two
years after the start of the war
that ousted Iragi President Sadd-
am Hussein.

“Why do we soldiers have to
dig through local landfills for piec-
es of scrap metal and compro-
mised ballistic glass to uparmor
our vehicles?” Wilson asked. A
big cheer arose from the approxi-
mately 2,300 soldiers in the cav-
ernous hangar.

Rumsfeld hesitated and asked
‘Wilson to repeat his question.

“We do not have proper ar-
mored vehicles to carry with us
north,” Wilson said after asking
again.
Rumsfeld replied that troops
should make the best of the condi-

was pushing fve-
hicle armor to produce it as fast
as humanly possible.

Another soldier complained
that active-duty Army units some-
times get priority over the Nation-
al Guard and Reserve units for
the best equipment in Iraq.

“There’s no way I can prove it,
but I am told the Army is break:
ing its neck to see that there is
not” discrimination against the
National Guard and Reserve in
terms of providing equipment,
Rumsfeld said.

Yet another soldier asked, with-
out putting it to Rumsfeld as a di-
rect criticism, how much longer
the Army will continue using its
“stop loss” power to prevent sol-
diers from leaving the service
who are otherwise eligible to re-
tire or quit.

Rumsfeld said that this condi-
tion was simply a fact of life for
soldiers at time of war.

PAGE 5

ack of armor

At Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Spc. Thomas Wilson, left, of the 278th
Regimental Combat Team — comprised mainly of reservists in the
Tennessee Army National Guard — asks Rumsfeld why vehicle armor is
still in short supply, nearly two years after the war in Iraq began.

Navy photo review

SAN DIEGO — Preliminary
findings of a military inquiry sug-
gest that some of the recently pub-
lished photographs of Navy spe-
cial forces capturing detainees in
Iraq were taken for legitimate in-
telligence-gathering  purposes
and showed commandos using ap-
proved procedures, a Navy
spokesman said.

The photos, which have drawn
a strong reaction in Arab media,
also appear to show Navy SEALS
sitting or lying on top of hooded
and handcuffed detainees in the
back of a pickup truck.

Citing the ongoing investiga-
tion, a spokesman for the Naval
Special Warfare Command in
Coronado on Monday declined
comment on the pickup truck pic-
tures, which were among 40 imag-
es of detainees an Associated
Press reporter found on a com-
mercial photo-sharing Web site
posted by a woman who said her
husband brought them from Iraq.

Senior officers at the SEALs
headquarters said other photos
are “consistent with the use of tac-
tics, techniques and procedures
in the apprehension of detain-
ees,” Navy Cmdr. Jeff Bender
said.

He cited as an example a photo
in which a uniformed man is hold-
ing the head of a prisoner to pose
him for a picture for “identifica-
tion purposes.” A gun with an at-
tached flashlight is being used to
illuminate the detainee’s face for
the photograph, Bender said.

Taking photos of prisoners for
administrative or intelligence
purposes is an exception to Navy
regulations that generally forbid
unofficial photos of prisoners of
war.

Secretary of
Defense
Donald
Rumsfeld
has his
picture
taken
Wednesday
with

American
soldiers at

AP photos

From wire reports.

Report: Defense workers
warned not to talk about
treatment of detainees

BY PAISLEY DODDS
The Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico—U.S.
special operations forces accused
of abusing prisoners in Iraq
warned defense intelligence per-
sonnel not to talk about the al-
leged mistreatment they saw, ac-
cording to a government memo to
a top adviser of Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld.

In the memo written June 25
after the Abu Ghraib prison
abuse scandal had gone public,
the head of the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency complained about
the harassment of DIA personnel,
including one case where special
forces confiscated photos of a pris-
oner they punched.

Defense intelligence workers
also had their e-mails monitored
and were ordered by a special op-
erations task force “not to talk to
anyone” about what they saw,
said the memo, which was among
internal ~documents released
Tuesday by the American Civil

iberties Union.

Prisoners arriving at a deten-
tion center in Baghdad had “burn
marks on their backs” as well as
bruises and some complained of

kidney pain, Vice Admiral Lowell
E. Jacoby, the defense intelli-
gence chief, wrote to Stephen
Cambone, undersecretary of de-
fense for intelligence.

T agents also reported seeing
detainees at Abu Ghraib subject-
ed to sleep deprivation, humilia-
tion and forced nudity between
October and December 2003
‘when the most serious abuses alr
legedly took place in a scandal
that remains under investigation.

The release of the ACLU docu-
ments came a day after The Asso-
ciated Press reported that a se-
nior FBI official wrote a letter to
the Army’s top criminal investiga-
tor complaining about “highly ag-
gressive” interrogation tech-
niques at the U.S. prison camp in
Guantanamo Bay dating back to
2002.

The memos and letter reveal be-
hind-the-scenes tensions between
the FBI and U.S. military and in-
telligence task forces running
prisoner interrogations at Guan-
tanamo and in Iraq as the Bush
administration sought better intel-
ligence to fight terrorists and the
deadly Iraq insurgency.

Vickie Chachere of The Associated

Press contributed to this report from

BY RICHARD A. SERRANO
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — A group of captives from Af-
ghamstan has told FBI agents that CIA Officer

ohnny “Mike” Spann became the first American
to die in a clash in Afghanistan after he shot to
death a prisoner who was attempting to attack him,
possibly sparking the prison riot that claimed his
life.

The events surrounding Spann’s

crushed or beaten to death, but his
father has suggested that his son
may have been shoved to his knees
and shot execution-style.

American and spoke English” in an
attempt to escape harm from U.S.
and anti-Taliban Northern Alliance
forces.

The newly public FBI reports, released Tuesday
along with several hundred pages of other docu-
ments obtained by the American Civil Liberties
Union in a lawsuit against the federal government
seeking information on the treatment of detainees,
do not indicate whether the accounts of the detain-
ees were considered believable by U.S. officials.
Four prisoners now being held at the U.S. naval

right. And I'm
not so sure the

Victim'’s father

Details of CIA death still hazy

base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, were interviewed
by the FBL. Their accounts describe Spann as wear-
ing blue jeans, an AK- e slung over his back
and a pistol on his hip, trying to interview Taliban
captives — including Lindh — when he was at-
tacked by a prisoner and shot.

Spann, one captive told the FBI, “was jumped by
an Arab or Pakistani male, but the armed man
[Spann] shot the prisoner. People began running,

and chaos ensued.”

y Spann’s death and Lindh’s cap-
gg:thfﬂhree yelars agobhavesne?r &k don’l know turep unfolded as a national drarga
n fully explained by U.S. offi- in the aftermath of the Sept. 11,
cials. Government accounts have  Lhatt these FBI 3001, attacks, with Spann hatled as
said he was swarmed by angry Tali- 1 a hero while Lindh was vilified as
ban soldiers at the prison and reports are an American traitor.

But because Lindh never went to
trial — instead pleading guilty to re-
duced charges in return for a
20-year sentence — complete de-

No concrete details emerged in 9 y tails of the deadly Sunday at
il;zd l?ot‘inn cas:u %f A.::hn Wa’ll‘kaﬁr prisoners Mazar-i-Sharif yve ryever
e so-callec erican - emerged. Videotape later broad-
ban from Marin County, Calif., who know what cast by news organizations showed
been interrogated by Spann they’re Spann trying to interview Lindh,
shortly before the CIA agent died. . kneeling in a row alongside other
The Afghan prisoners said Lindh sayz'ng » prisoners, but with Lindh refusing
shouted out around the time of the : to cooperate. The video stopped be-
prison uprising that he was “an Johnny Spann fore the prison uprising began.

The FBI interviews with the de-
tainees were conducted months
later, after the prisoners were
flown to Guantanamo Bay.

Spann’s father, also named Johnny Spann, a Win-
field, Ala., real estate executive, said Tuesday
night he has painstakingly searched for informa-
tion on his 32-year-old son’s death but had never
heard of his son shooting a prisoner. “I don’t know
that these FBI reports are right,” Spann said in a
telephone interview. “And I'm not so sure the pris-
oners know what they’re saying.”
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Missile defense test

WASHINGTON — The mili-
tary planned to conduct the
first full flight test of its na-
tional missile defense system
in nearly two years, with the
test coming possibly as early
as Wednesday evening.

Weather conditions at an
Alaska launch site would de-
termine when the test will go
forward, said Rick Lehner, a
spokesman for the Missile De-
fense Agency.

The $85 million test comes
as the military is in final prep-
arations to activate missile de-
fenses designed to protect
against an intercontinental
ballistic missile attack from
North Korea or elsewhere in
eastern Asia.

During the test, a target
missile will be launched from
Kodiak Island, Alaska, and an
interceptor missile will fire
from Kwajalein Island in the
central Pacific Ocean.

Because the launches will
test several new aspects of
the missile defense system,
Lehner said the interceptor
actually shooting down the
target is not a primary goal of
the mission.

The test is the first in which
the interceptor uses the same
booster rocket that the opera-
tional system uses, Lehner
said. It is also the first in
which a target missile is
launched from Kodiak.

From The Associated Press
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U.S. military court overturns
soldier’s sodomy conviction

Experts: ruling is equally applicable to homosexual activity

By MICHAEL DOBBS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A military appeals court has
overturned the conviction of a soldier for consensu-
al sodomy in a decision that gay rights activists are
hailing as an important legal victory removing some
of the barriers to homosexual activity in the armed
forces.

The previously unreported decision, handed
down last week by the U.S. Army Court of Criminal
Appeals, builds on a landmark Supreme Court rul-
ing last year that struck down a Texas sodomy stat-
ute. It is believed to be the first time that a military
court has upheld the right of consenting adults to en-
gage in oral sex in private.

“It undercuts the premise of ‘don’t ask, don’t
tell, ” said Washington lawyer David Sheldon, who
represents several soldiers fighting their dismissal
from the armed forces because of homosexual activi-
ty. He was referring to a Pentagon policy that has
led to the discharge of more than 9,000 openly gay
servicemembers over the past decade.

Last week’s court decision involved a male Army
specialist who was convicted of engaging in oral sex
with a female civilian in a military barracks. Ken-
neth Bullock was charged under Article 125 of the

niform Code of Military Justice, which prohibits
“unnatural carnal copulation with another person of
the same or opposite sex or with an animal.”

Although the case involved a man and a woman,
legal experts said the principles invoked by the
three military judges were equally applicable to ho-
mosexual activity.

The constitutionality of Article 125 has come
under assault as a result of last year's Supreme
Court decision in Lawrence v. Texas, which upheld
the notion of a “zone of privacy” for sexual relation-
ships involving consenting adults.

This decision means that “even in the military you
have a zone of privacy and can engage in sexual acts
in pnvale that used to be considered criminal,” said
Patricia Logue, senior counsel for Lambda Legal,
which seeks to overturn anti-gay military statutes.

Legal experts said the Pentagon could appeal the
decision to the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forc-
es or to the Supreme Court, on the grounds that the
military is a special institution with its own disciplin-
ary procedures. Military lawyers who argued the
government’s case at the hearing at Fort Polk, La.,
did not return calls seeking comment.

The Pentagon policy on “don’t ask, don’t tell” was
codified by Congress in a 1993 law that described
the military as a distinct social organization that fre-
quently required “forced intimacy with little or no
privacy.” The law endorsed the right of the armed
forces to exclude “persons who demonstrate a pro-
pensity or intent to engage in acts” that

Air Force’s
top lawyer

might face

charges

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A military
investigation has concluded that
the Al

gaged in im-
proper rela-
tionships

findings said.

While overseeing the work of
3,200 people, Maj. Gen. Thomas
J. Fiscus, the Air Force judge ad-
vocate general, allegedly conduct-
ed affairs with enlisted women, of-
ficers and civilian employees in
violation of military rules against

could undermine “morale, good order and disci-
pline.”

Gay activists have challenged the Pentagon ban
and have won some preliminary skirmishes. This
week, a dozen former armed forces members dis-
charged for being gay or lesbian filed suit in federal
court in Boston, challengmg the constitutionality of
“don’t ask, don’t tell.

, the officials said.
Charges agamst Fiscus could
e made as early as Wednesday,
the officials said. Defense offi-
cials and others in the Air Force
legal community expect that Fis-
cus, if found guilty, likely would
be drummed out of the ranks of
general officers.

AF Academy commanders faulted in sex assault report

BY JON SARCHE
The Associated Press

DENVER — A Pentagon report
critical of the role of commanders
at the Air Force Academy was
blasted as inadequate by at least
one former cadet who said she
was raped by a classmate.

Inspector General Joseph E.
Schmitz blamed, but did not iden-
tify, eight Air Force officers for
their roles in policies that over-
saw sexual-assault reporting at
the academy, according to a sum-
mary of the report. Twenty-one
other officers were found to have
acted appropriately.

“It looks to me like they took a
list of officers who are not on
their good list and held them ac-
countable when the officers who
actually were the ones commit-
ting the wrongdoings at the acade-
my were on the list that were ex-
onerated,” former cadet Beth
Davis said Tuesday.

Davis, who left the academy as
a junior in August 2002, said she
was punished for reporting that
she was raped — receiving a de-

sex in a dorm —
and said her alleged attacker was
not prosecuted.

The Pentagon did not release
Schmitz’s full report. Instead,
Schmitz quoted from his report in
a Dec. 3 memo to Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld made pub-
lic Tuesday.

Schmitz said academy com-
manders failed to recognize and
deal with the seriousness of sexu-
al assaults against female cadets.

Academy leaders should have
been better role models and
should have kept a closer watch
on their commands, he said.

W February 2003:
Wayne All

Chain of events

The Associated Press

Timeline of the sexual assault scandal at the Air Force Academy:
Force announces review after female cadets comelain to Sen.

R-Colo, that
saults.

Force officials of assaults.

the prob

lovember 2003: Aca
ol Rs eﬂans m address ‘the sexual assault s

W March 2003: Defense Department begins independent inquiry.
W_June 2003: An internal Air Force investigation finds no “systemic acceptance” by Air
B July 2003: Lt Gen, John W. Rosa J. intalled as superintendent. Former superinten-
dentlt, Gen  John Dallager demoted o major general
fem:
e 2003 vl ponel mandated by Congress concludes that academy
s o LR oD s
: Academy announces a review of the athletcs department as part

e academy’s oversight bo: zrd under a directive to get more involved in
me schaol eome & coviom o e Sosual Acsault scandan

for not recognizing and acting on

andal.

treatment.

the

Dana o

deli
g “Fetors the Bcademys Badion of honor
m July 2004: Athletics department review concludes athletes were not given special

August 2004 Brig. Gen. David Wagls reires as faculty dean after the citizens panel
Force cleared him. He is replaced by a female graduate, Col.

September 2004 Pentagon names Air Force Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain

for help-

toanewly creat-

Defense Inspector General Joseph E. Schmitz speaks Tuesday about
report on the sexual assaults at the Air Force Academy, in which he

ing to recognize and deal with reports of
assault, during a news conference at the Pentagon.

edbosiion a5 poicy chet for madters relaked to sexual assaults
m_October 2004: Survey of cadets shows change in attitu

more willing to ac-
cept women, pentagon confirms a miltary: cvlian task force s reviewing how the Army
and Navy academies handle sexual assault
m November 2004: £ for. in
part Decaume o e academy scandan eagre
M December 2004 Pentagon inspector general says aseries of academy commanders
faled ¥ racognize And Geal with the Soxual asseuit re

academy officials “could have
and should have done many
things better. But, remember,
these people were wrestling with

did not believe women belonged
at the academy, more than a quar-
ter of a century after they were
first admitted.

“We conclude that the overall
root cause of the sexual assault
problems at the Air Force Acade-
my was the ‘failure of successive
chains of command over the past
10 years to acknowledge the se-

verity of the problem,’ ” Schmitz
wrote.

Responding to the criticism, as-
sistant Air Force secretary Micha-
el Dominguez said on NBC’s
“Today” show Wednesday that

a national problem. The failure
was that they really didn’t recog-
nize the magnitude of it.”

Outside investigations have con-
cluded the academy’s culture cre-
ated conditions that contributed
to the problem. That included lin-
gering resistance to having fe-
male cadets at all: Last year, a sur-
vey of cadets found 22 percent

Last year, nearly 150 women
came forward with accusations
that they had been sexually as-
saulted by fellow cadets between
1993 and 2003. Many alleged they
were punished for infractions
such as drinking, ignored or ostra-
cized by commanders for speak-
ing out. Two cadets have been
charged with sexual assault stem-
ming from the investigation.
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New service creating ‘online mall’ for sailors

Program will give deployed Navy personnel more control of purchases

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — The Navy Exchange Ser-
vices Command has hired a con-
sulting firm to revamp its online
uniform store.

Virginia-based McFadyen Con-

sulting plans to launch a “Web
store” that will sell uniforms on-
line before June, company
spokesman Juan Carlos Cole
said. The new online uniform
store will replace an older ver-
sion that was launched in April,
2002.

The new system is designed to

give sailors more control over
purchases and a sailor will be
able to create his or her own ac-
count.

The technology will be similar
to what the top retail stores such
as Best Buy or Neiman Marcus
use.

“It’s extremely more personal-

HOW TO GET AWAY WITH
A GREAT DEAL.

ized to not only a specific individ-
ual ... but also a specific area,”

Cole said. “So people stationed in
Rota are going to be treated a lit-
tle different than, for example,
people here in the [States]. All of
that will be maintained in the sys-
tem.”

The service will allow sailors

WVOLVO
for lite

BUY YOUR NEW EUROPEAN CAR THE SMART WAY

— AND EMJOY ALL THE SAVINGS AND UNIQUE
REWARDS OF VOLVO'S MILITARY SALES PROGRAM.
FOR A VERY SPECIAL OFFER ON YOUR FAVORITE
VOLVO (SUCH AS THE INNOVATIVE NEW VOLVO 540
SEE YOUR NEAREST SALES AGENT NOW OR VISIT
WWW.VOLVOCARS.COM/MILITARYSALES

* SPECIAL FACTORY PRICING.

+ PROFESSIONAL ASSISTAMCE WITH ALL FORMALITIES.
+ FOUR-YEAR WARRANTY ALSO QUTSIDE THE LS,

* LS. SPECIFICATIONS.
* NO U5, IMPORT DUTY.

#* FREE HOME SHIPMENT, MARINE INSURANCE AND
CUSTOMS CLEARANCE INCLUDED.
* OPTION OF VIF FACTORY DELIVERY — AND MORE.

VOLVO CARS MILITARY SALES. IT'S A GREAT DEAL.

to order merchandise, put it on
hold and have it delivered to a
specific address when they want
it. For example, they could order
an item while deployed on a ship
and have it delivered a few days
after they are scheduled to arrive
home. Or, they could buy it the
first week of December and re-
quest for it to be delivered a cou-
ple of days before Christmas.

“It’s going to allow more flexi-
bility in their purchases,” Cole
said.

Navy Exchange serves ac-
tive-duty military personnel, re-
tirees, reservists and their fami-
lies on Navy bases worldwide.
Profits from the stores are put
into Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation programs.

The command has given $2.2
billion back to such programs
since it was created in 1946.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Military gets
party from
developer

in Maine

SOUTH PORTLAND, Maine —
The owner of one of Maine’s larg-
est commercial real estate firms
will hold a holiday party for mili-
tary families across the state, and
it’s not reserved for those recent-
ly returned from Iraq.

Joseph Boulos said everyone in
the military and their families are
invited, whether that be a spouse
of a National Guard member who
is now in Kuwait or a sailor who is
expecting to have to leave Maine
soon for destinations unknown.

He dubbed the event the “Next
Greatest Generation Tribute.”

“We just want to tell these peo-
ple they're not alone,” said Bou-
los, owner and chief executive of-
ficer of CB Richard Ellis/The Bou-
los Company in Portland.

‘A Marine pilot in Vietnam, Bou-
los said he didn’t like the way sol-
diers were treated when they re-
turned from that war.

“People are starting to call this
a Vietnam. The least we can do is
not treat these soldiers the way
they were treated in the '60s,” he
said.

Boulos plans to transform a
50,000-square-foot retail building
he owns with his brother into a
venue for the party.

Boulos’ effort has been warmly
received by those involved with
the military.

“It’s just so nice. It's over-
whelming,” said Linda Newbe-
gin, volunteer coordinator for the
Maine National Guard. “We were
kind of worried that [concern]
would die down a bit after the fel-
lows were away for awhile, but it
hasn’t.
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Senate leaders expect intel bill to pass easily

BY JESSE J. HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate
worked toward approval Wednes-
day of legislation transforming
the United States’ Cold War-era
spy network into a more agile sys-
tem aimed at preventing terrorist
attacks like those on Sept. 11,
2001.

“We are rebuilding a structure
that was designed for a different
enemy at a different time, a struc-
ture that was designed for the
Cold War and has not proved
agile enough to deal with the
threats of the 21st century,” Sald
Senate Governmental — Affairs
chairwoman Susan Collins.

Sen. Joseph Lieberman said,
“For the first time in over half a
century, we are going to modern-
ize our national intelligence struc-
ture to meet the new challenges
we face in today’s world.”

As debate in the Republi-

Measure OK’d by House would overhaul intelligence
gathering to system aimed at fighting terror networks

can-con-
trolled Sen-
ate opened,
the cham-
bers leaders
predicted
the bill
would easily
pass. Said in-
coming Dem-
ocratic lead-
er Harry
Reid of Neva-
da, “This vote is not close or con-
troversial in any way.”

‘The House passed the bill over-
whelmingly on Tuesday, 336-75,
after President Bush endorsed it
and House Republicans satisfied
themselves that the measure
would not negatively affect the na-

Lieberman

tion’s military.

The president “greatly looks
forward to Senate passage and ul-
timately to signing the bill into
law,” White House spokesman
Trent Duffy said late Tuesday as
the president flew back to Wash-
ington from a visit with Marines
at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

The legislation would:

W Create a new national intelli-
gence director.

M Establish a counterterrorism
center.

W Set priorities for intelligence
gathering.

W Tighten U.S. borders.

It would implement the biggest
change to U.S. intelligence gather-
ing and analysis since the cre-
ation of the CIA after World War

1L

The  bill
also includ-
ed a host of
anti-terror-
ism  provi-
sions, which

would:

W Allow
wiretaps  of
“lone ~ wolf”
terrorists not
associated

\
Reid
with groups or states.

W Improve airline
screening procedures.
M Increase the number of
full-time border patrol agents by
2,000 a year for five years.
W Impose new federal stan-
dards on information that driver’s

baggage

licenses must contain.
The Sept. 11 commission, in its
uly report, said disharmony
among the nation’s 15 intelli-
gence agencies contributed to the
inability of government officials
to stop the 2001 attacks that killed
nearly 3,000 people in New York
City, at the Pentagon and in Penn-
sylvania.

The new structure should help
the agencies work together to pre-
vent such disasters in the future,
lawmakers said.

“This legislation is going to
make a real difference to the secu-
rity of our country,” said Collins.

Senators said Tuesday they
were confident the bill would
pass.

But because Congress had to
hold a special session to get a
final agreement, Wednesday’s
vote was expected to be extended
to late in the day to accommodate
senators rushing back to the Capi-
tol from across the nation.

rates the rededi
victory over the Syri

Festival of Lights begins

Rabbi Gerald Kane lights the first candle on a menorah Tuesday with
others at his house in Las Cruces, N.M. It was the first night of
Hanukkah, the eight-day Jewish Festival of Lights that commemo-
licaton of the Temple by the Maccabees after their

LAS CRUCES (N.M.) SUN-NEWS/AP

New breast cancer drug touted

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — A newer
drug clearly outperforms tamox-
ifen at preventing breast cancer
from returning and should be-
come the first-choice treatment
for most women who have had
the disease, doctors are report-

ing.

The drug, Arimidex, might be
able to prevent 70 to 80 percent of
the most common type of tumors
that occur in women after meno-
pause, compared to the S0 per-
cent that tamoxifen is credited
with warding off, their research
suggests.

Women who took Arimidex for
five years after they were treated
for early-stage breast cancer
were less likely to have cancer
recur, develop in the other breast
or spread throughout their bodies
than women who took tamoxifen.

“Arimidex is a more effective
treatment. This is a better drug,”
said Dr. Aman Buzdar, a special-
ist at the University of Texas
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center.
He headed the U.S. portion of the
study, which involved nearly
2,000 American women and an ad-
ditional 7,300 from 20 other coun-
tries.

It was funded by Arimidex’s

maker, AstraZeneca PLC. Re-
sults were reported Wednesday
at a meeting in Texas of breast
cancer experts and were pub-
lished online by the British medi-
cal journal The Lancet.
Tamoxifen revolutionized
breast cancer treatment when it
came into use some three de-
cades ago. It blunts the effects of
estrogen, a hormone that pro-
motes the gro of about
three-fourths of the tumors that
oceur in postmenopausal women.
Arimidex, known generically as
anastrozole, is one of three newer
drugs called aromatase inhibitors,
which prevent estrogen from
being made in the first place.

IBM sells off PC business

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — International
Business Machines Corp. is sell-
ing a majority stake in its pioneer-
ing personal computer business
to China’s biggest computer
maker, Lenovo Group Ltd., for
$1.75 billion in cash and stock.

The widely expected deal, one
of the biggest Chinese overseas
acquisitions ever, would make Le-
novo the third-largest PC compa-
ny in the world. IBM currently
holds that spot.

The sale extends IBM's
long-running transition from lead-
er and innovator in computer

hardware to a dominant force in
computer services, software and
consulting.

About 9,500 IBM workers will
become employees of the new
company, doubling Lenovo’s
work force.

The stock IBM is receiving will
give it an 18.9 percent stake in the
merged company, which will
have an estimated 8 percent
share of the worldwide PC mar-
ket. The combined PC revenue
for the two companies in 2003
was $12 billion.

Lenovo is China’s biggest com-
puter maker, as well as the big-
gest in Asia.

Bush to sign spending bill

WASHINGTON — President Bush was
poised Wednesday to sign a $388 billion legis-
lative package that covers the spending of
every federal agency but the Pentagon and De-

partment of Homeland Security.
The measure includes $30.3 billion

ans’ health care programs, $1.9 billion over
last year and $1.2 billion more than Bush want-
ed.

Commuter van crash

LOS ANGELES — A commuter van from
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory tumbled
200 feet off a mountain road Wednesday, kill-
ing at least three people, authorities said.

The van carrying 11 people, including a
driver, plunged off Angeles Crest Highway in
the Angeles National Forest and rolled down
the mountainside, Los Angeles County Fire
Department inspector Ron Haralson said.

for veter-

Wire-transfer crackdown

WASHINGTON — The Bush administra-
tion wants U.S. money transfer businesses,
such as Western Union, to take steps to make
sure their overseas agents aren’t vulnerable
to terrorist financiers and money launderers.

The Treasury Department’s
Crimes Enforcement Network, known as Fin-
Cen, issued guidance Wednesday aimed at ad-
dressmg this potential weak spot.

Financial

From The Associated Press

Tuenes orm: CRESCENT MOON

 Muma Musu Conear Meruoos

The Lusr Huoneo Yaos v, H. Jows Poote.

With Tactics of the Crescent Moon, U.S,
forces could tun the tide in Irag. From
the author of The Last Hundred Yards,
it contains a detailed description of
militant Muslim small-unit maneuvers
and how to counter them. Maj.Gen.
Ray L. “E-Tool” Smith USMC (Ret.)
writes the foreword. Send $14.95 plus
$4.00 s&h to Posterity Press, PO. Box
5360, Emerald Isle, NC, 28504; use
your credit card 1-800-505-4334 or
posteritypress.org. PX’s get thru PMG,
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Hubble repair may
be costly and shaky

BY MARCIA DUNN

The Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
NASA is bracing for a double vol-
ley of bad news regarding its ten-
tative, experimental — and some
would say wild — plan to send a
robot to rescue the Hubble Space
Telescope.

In the coming days, an aero-
space research group expects to
hand over a report that suggests
that trying to save the famed
space telescope with a robot
would cost $2 billion with just a
50-50 chance of success. And that
thumbs-down is likely to be pre-
ceded by another potentially nega-
tive finding from the National
Academy of Sciences, due to re-
port on Wednesday.

Both reports could spell doom
for the popular, aging Hubble,
whose fans have lobbied heavily
to get it repaired to prolong its life
and continue its stream of stun-
ning and revealing pictures from
space.

NASA requested the reviews of
the National Academy and the
Aerospace Corp., a California-
based nonprofit research group,
in hopes that a robotic repair
could be made.

An Aerospace Corp. summary

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

provided to the academy esti-
mates a robotic Hubble mission
would cost $2 billion and take at
least five years to be ready for
Jaunch. By then, there would be a
less than 40 percent chance that
Hubble still would be functioning.

Less than three years would be
needed to launch a shuttle mis-
sion to Hubble, for no more
money and with the usual medi-
um risk of mission success, the
company said.

The full 100-page report is ex-
pected to come out this week or
next, a company spokesman said.

In an interim report over the
summer, a National Academy
panel of scientists, aerospace ex-
perts and astronauts who have
worked in orbit with Hubble
urged NASA to keep its options
open for one last service call by
space shuttle astronauts. The
panel did not rule out a robotic
mission but noted its complexity
and the technical challenges.

But NASA Administrator Sean
O’Keefe has stuck by his guns
that regardless of what the acade-
my or the Aerospace Corp. says,
no people will risk their lives to
fix Hubble.

On Wednesday, the National
Academy of Sciences will issue
its final report on the subject.
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Stunning images like this, of nebula N44F being inflated by a stellar
wind, have won NASA's Hubble Space Telescope a devoted following.
But trying to save the famed Hubble Space Telescope with a robot
would cost $2 billion with just a 50-50 chance of success, an aero-
space research group reportedly will advise NASA.

“These reviews have tended to
reinforce NASA’s sense that al-
though [a robotic mission] is feasi-
ble, it will be extremely challeng-
ing and will require very disci-
plined management,” the space
agency said in a statement Tues-
day.

NASA will spend the coming
year evaluating the robotic res-
cue plan and decide next summer
whether to proceed. If nothing
else, the space agency promises
to launch a deorbit tug to guide
Hubble down over the ocean —
and not over populated areas —
well before it would tumble in on
its own during the next decade.

Even in old age, Hubble has be-
come the hottest of potatoes.
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The space agency should be
used to that by now, after years of
suffermg through the space tele-
scope’s blurry vision and then cel-
ebrating the greatest space repair
job of all time and rejoicing in the
most astounding pictures of the
cosmos ever seen.

“NASA thinks of these things as
their own and they forget not only
who paid for it, but that NASA did
such an incredibly good job of pub-
licizing it and getting the informa-
tion out, it’s just been adopted as a
telescope that an awful lot of peo-
ple care about,” said retired NASA
scientist Stephen Maran. “Many
people feel that the most impor-
tant thing that the manned pro-
gram did since the moon explora-
tion is the repair and the servncmg
of the Hubble Space Telescope.”

N.Y. official seeks seat

ALBANY,N.Y. —New York At-
torney General Eliot Spitzer,
whose white-collar crime investi-
gations have sent a shudder
through Wall Street, announced
Tuesday he is running for gover-
nor in 2006.

The 45-year-old Democrat has
long been known to be interested
in the job, and the announcement
only confirmed what some in the
embattled financial ~industry
have been bitterly suggesting for
years — that he has his eye on
higher office.

Republican Gov. George Pata-
ki has not said whether he will
seek a fourth, four-year term,
though the state GOP chairman
has said he expects the governor
will run.

Cruise line admits guilt

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A
cruise ship company will plead
guilty to discharging 20,000 gal-
lons of untreated sewage from
one of its ships while docked in
Juneau harbor, the U.S. attor-
ney’s office said.

Tn addition to paying $200,000
in fines and $500,000 in restitu-
tion, Holland America Line
Cruise Ships will spend $1.3 mil-
lion on a plan to prevent similar
accidents.

The problem arose aboard the
1,258-passenger ship on Aug. 17,
2002, and was compounded when
the crew ignored audible and vi-
sual alarms activated when a sew-
age tank approached maximum
capacity.

From The Associated Press
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West gets 10 Grammy nods;
Usher, Keys receive 8 each

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN
The Associated Press
LOS ANGELES — The Gram-
mys have gone autobiographical
Kanye West raps about reli-
gion, his fears and his own great-

.

Usher steamed up the charts
with songs about sex, affairs and
breakups. Alicia Keys sang about
aching for love, confiding secrets
and imagining a different future
for herself.

Their reward for the tell-all
music — a collection of Grammy
nominations Tuesday, 10 for
West and eight each for Keys and
Usher.

After last year’s glossy pop, rap
and rock led by OutKast’s Gram-
my-winning “Hey Ya!,” all three
of these artists encrgized the
charts this year by exposing deep-
ly personal emotions, ideas, de-
sires, flaws and insecurities.

“I think we all put a piece of
ourselves, if not all of ourselves
— Iknow I put every single inch
— into my music, my songs, my
production and _ everything. 1
think that's something that can be
said for all three of us,” Keys
said.

Producer-turned-rapper  West
led all Grammy nominces and
scored a bid for album of the year
for his debut “The College Drop-

out,” which stood out in the rap
landscape because of its atypical

It avmded the usual plot lines
about sex, money and violence
and touched on everything from
his faith to his fears of failure and
other crises from his life.

He also had a nomination for
best new artist and shared a song-
writing bid for song of the year
with his religious hit “Jesus
Walks.”

The performer is known for
bragging. In the press room at the
recent American Music Awards,
he claimed he was “definitely
robbed” when he picked up no tro-
phies.

Even his braggadocio style
may mask his insecurities. “I'm
scared of getting 10 nominations
and losing. It’s happened before,”
he said after helping announce
the Grammy nominees at the
Music Box Theatre in Hollywood.

West also was apologetic and re-
gretful over the way he reacted at
the AMAs last month. “I should
have accepted that more graceful-
ly. 'm really ashamed of the way
I reacted to that situation.”

Half of West’s 10 nominations
were in the rap field, including
best rap album. He competes
against himself in the best
rap-sung collaboration with the

NTERNATIONAL ARMORING CORPORATION
"MIDDLE EAST OPERATIONS"

Facror:es in Kuwa:r and Dubcu

songs “Slow Jamz,” performed
along with Twista and actor-sing-
er Jamie Foxx, and “All Falls
Down,” which he performed with
Syleena Johnson.

The eight respective nomina-
tions for Usher and Keys, who col-
laborated on the hit “My Boo,” in-
cluded album of the year for
Keys’ “The Dnary of Alicia Keys”
and Usher’s “Confessions.”

“I feel like: don’t celebrate too
early, definitely take it one step at
a time,” Usher said. “I recognize
that this hard work did not go un-
noticed. And if I do not win album
of the year, which is the one 'm
most interested in winning, then
so be it.”

Keys, whose 2001 debut album,
“Songs In A Minor,” won the
R&B singer five Grammys, said
this time through the awards pro-
cess is even sweeter. “I've just
been on a different level in terms
of my experience. It's like, I've
been able to just take things in
and be almost on top of it as op-
posed to being underneath it
swimming,” she said.

Ray Charles, whose posthu-
mous duets album. “Genius
Loves Company,” became the big-
gest selling album of his long c:
reer, had seven nominations in-
cluding album of the year and
record of the year for “Here We
Go Again,” sung with Norah
Jones.

Green Day garnered six bids
for its hard-driving rock-punk
album “American Idiot,” which
satirized culture, politics and apa-
thy.

The group was nominated for
record of the year and best rock
song for the title track and best
rock album.

Other record of the year con-
tenders were the mellow lament
“Heaven” by Los Lonely Boys,
the jumpy party song “Let’s Get It
Started” by the Black Eyed Peas

Rapper Kanye West performs
during the 4th annual BET Awards
in Los Angeles on June 29. West

received 10 nominations during
the Grammy Awards nomination
announcements Tuesday.

(which became a hit after chang-
ing to a more politically correct
title than the original “Let’s Get
Retarded” and becoming a Na-
tional Basketball Association an-
them) and Usher’s massive hit
“Yeah!”

The best new artist class
spanned soul, rap, country and
pop, with nominees Gretchen Wil-
son, country’s self-proclaimed
“Redneck Woman,” rapper West,
young soul songstress Joss Stone,
Los Lonely Boys and Maroon 5.
Bids for song of the year — which
goes to songwriters — went to
“Daughters,” written and record-
ed by John Mayer, “If I Ain’t Got
You,” written and recorded by
Keys, “Jesus Walks,” recorded
and co-written by West, “Live
Like You Were Dying,” recorded
by Tim McGraw, and “The Rea-
son,” recorded by Hoobastank.

The Grammys will be given out
Feb. 13 in Los Angeles during a
broadcast on CBS.

After 42 years,
NASA’s first
space shuttle
leader to retire

The Associated Press

HOUSTON, Texas — The long-
est-serving astronaut in history,
who flew twice to the moon and
commanded the first space shut-
tle mission, has announced his re-
tirement after 42 years at NASA.

John W. Young, 74, announced
Tuesday his plans to leave the
space agency on Dec. 31.

Young was the first human to
fly in space six times and the only
astronaut to pilot four different
spacecraft.
He flew in
the Gemini,
Apollo  and
space shut-

e pro-
grams.

“John’s te-
nacity and
dedication
are matched
only by his
humility,”
said NASA
Administra-
tor Sean O’Keefe. “He’s never
sought fame and often goes out of
his way to avoid the limelight.”

Young joined NASA in 1962.
His first mission was in 1965 as a
pilot of the first manned flight of
the Gemini program. He went on
to command the Gemini 10 in
1966, followed by his orbit of the
moon in the Apollo Command
Module in 1969.

Young went back to the moon
in 1972, when he and another as-
tronaut collected more than 200
pounds of lunar samples.

1In 1981, Young commanded Co-
lumbia during the first space shut-
tle mission. His final space mi
sion came in 1983, when he again
commanded Columbia.

“He is the astronaut’s astro-
naut, a hero among heroes who
fly in space,” said Jefferson D.
Howell Jr., director of the
Johnson Space Center, where
Young was an associate director
for eight years.

Young
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Teen wins U.S. Chess Championship
SAN DIEGO — A 16-year-old boy has won the

US. Chess Championship, making him the youngest

player to claim the title since 14-year-old Bobby Fis-
cher won it in 1958. Hikaru Nakamura of White
Plains, N.Y., won the $25,000 prize Monday after
beating Alex Stripunsky, 34, of Rego Park, N.Y., in
two overtime matches. The 11-day tournament in
began with a field of 65 competitors.

Nakamura, who was born in Japan, was taught
chess by his stepfather and began playing competi-
tively at age 7. A little more than two years later, he
qualified as an American master. Nakamura be-
came an American grandmaster last year, eclipsing
by a few months Fischer’s record of attaining grand-

‘master status at age 15.

Gates grants for college high schools

SEATTLE — Nearly $30 million in grants from the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will be used to ex-
pand a national network of early college high schools,
intended to provide a fast track to college for under-
served young people, the foundation said Tuesday.

‘The schools, working with a university or college,

stress rigorous curricula in seeking to increase
high-school graduation rates and college readiness for
minority youth, according to the foundation. Students
can earn a high school diploma and two years of col-
lege credit or an associate’s degree.
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EDITOR

No CIB in an Army of One

The infantry is doing all the work?

T guess I am a little confused as to what
war some of the recent letter writers are
involved in. Last time I checked, there are
‘more military police units than infantry in
Irag. So why does the Combat Infantry-
man Badge have to remain an infan-
try-only item? I don’t think the infantry is
bearing the majority of the weight in any
conflict any more. The infantry may. not al—
ways have the most exciting
while they are deployed, but nellher do lhe
MPs, who are also deployed more often
and spend longer periods in dangerous
areas.

If the Army wants to continue to use
non-infantry units for major offensives
and majority of operations, it needs to con-
sider changing the regulations as to who is
authorized to be awarded the CIB. Why
would a truck driver who has seen more
action on the streets of Iraq be denied the
CIB? An infantry soldier only has to be
under fire once during his entire deploy-
ment to earn his CIB — while a truck driv-
er or medic could be under the same type
of fire on a daily basis and not be given the
award.

1 thought the Army motto was “An
Army of One.” Does that not mean we are
all the same? Are we not all equal and all
trained in the same art of war in basic
training? Then why is there a double stan-
dard for a non-infantry soldier who incurs
the same types of and severity of battles
that an infantry soldier does?

Sgt. Jeremiah Tuzzio
Baghdad

U.S. helping Afghan people

No matter where we have been, over the
course of our lives we have learned many
things. What we have learned can be used
to help others grow, to heal the wounds of
the planet, to leave a legacy of a better
world.

There are many people today working
toward a different world, a world of coop-
eration and compassion. They look at the
world from the perspective of the power of
love to heal, and the idea that we can do
whatever we think and set out to do, and
do it with compassion.

‘Whenever war breaks out in any part of
the world, it affects the children the most.
During the last decade, children world-
wide have been killed as a result of war,
children have been disabled, left homeless
and psychologlcally traumatized as a re-
sult of w

Every 50 oﬂen, a child is blown up as a
result of more than 10 million land mines
planted all over Afghanistan. One-third of
Afghanistan’s land-mine victims are esti-
mated to be children. Those children who
survive a trauma of a mine incident are a
burden on their families and require exten-
sive medical care, rehabilitation and, most
important, economic support throughout
their lives.

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

In helping the Afghan people rebuild
their country, we have placed a central
focus on education. Under the Taliban re-
gime, educating women was a criminal
act. Under the new government of a liber-
ated Afghanistan, educating all children is
anational priority. Still, there are children
in this country, children all over the globe,
who lack the necessary clothes to go to
school; children who lack notebooks, pen-
cils, pens, books, etc., which is leading to a
poor quality of education.

We have helped Afghanistan repair its
roads and bridges. We're rebuilding its
health clinics and schools. The young girls
and boys of Afghanistan will have the op-
portunity to get the education they de-
serve. This is a remarkable moment in the
history of Afghanistan, and a proud mo-
ment for the American people to know
that we made a difference in a time of war.
Through the help and the support of the
home front, our Outreach Program is to
bring a bnghler future of freedom, hope
and opportunity to Afghan families and
children.

America has been extremely generous
in helping the children of Afghanistan.
The brave servicemen and women of the
U.S. military will continue to fight
al-Qaida and the Taliban and, even as we
fight terror, American compassion is pro-
viding an alternative to bitterness, resent-
ment and hatred.

Staff Sgt. Lynn Irvin
Bagram, Afghanistan

Evolution is still a theory

1 would like to peacefully protest the
publishing of the article “Study: Ability to
run key to human evolution” in the Nov. 19
Stars and Stripes. In this article, the report-
er provides “suggestions” gathered from
observations and “2 million-year-old fos-
sils” that the success of human beings as
endurance runners “may be key to our
early anatomical evolution, according to
new review of past research.”

The reporter assumes the theory of evo-
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lution is fact. Please note: I wrote “theory”
instead of “fact.” To date, evolution is still
a theory, as creationism (man created by a
higher power vs. evolving) is another theo-
ry. In fact, in the past 20 years, scientists
have uncovered data that create discon-
nects in the original theory of evolution
and the “big bang” theory.

Using critical-thinking skills and being
educated on the theory of evolution, I see
this article is also a prime example of how
the media manipulate belief systems. This
article is obviously pro-evolution; howev-
er, the article again misrepresents a theo-
1y as fact. I wonder if an article speaking
to evidence found supporting creationism,
as a fact, were submitted for publishing,
would the editors of Stars and Stripes or
the audience protest?

On the other hand, and on a more posi-
tive note, I do appreciate the description of
the wonder of the human body and how it
can work by design.

Tech Sgt. Kimberly Mann
Aviano Air Base, Italy

Different view of Jesus

Dear confused in Greensboro, N.C.:
Your comments in the letter “Jesus was a
liberal” (Nov. 15) were completely unedu-
cated, ignorant and irrational. You write
as if every conservative believes in sla-
very, segregation and child labor, and
doesn’t want equal rights. T know the
media and Hollywood want you to believe
that, but it's just not true. Good ole Abe Lin-
coln did free the slaves. Then there is G.
Gordon Liddy, Michael Savage and
Ronald Reagan. But who needs them
when you have Hillary Clinton, Al Sharp-
ton and 99 percent of San Francisco.

Now, you must have my Jesus confused
with another Jesus, because my Jesus is
stern. He believes in an eye for an eye, you
reap what you sow, and the Ten Command-
ments. My Jesus will show you the wrath
of the almighty God if you hurt his people,
for example: Egypt, the Roman Empire
and Germany. Now that’s my Jesus.

Also in response to the pre-emptive war
statement: Were Sept. 11, the attack on the
USS Cole, countless numbers of embassy
bombings and hijackings not enough?
“Only the dead have seen the end of war”
— Plato.

Senior Airman Tim Brittain
Iraq

A separate comparison

Thave heard and read quite a bit of rhet-
oric both for and against the American
Civil Liberties Union recently. There is,
however, one thing both sides should bear
in mind: Although our Founding Fathers
were strongly supportive of the separation
of church and state, they were not strongly
supportive of the separation of God and
state — no matter what you choose to call
Him (Allah, God, Yahweh, etc.).

Master Sgt. Ski Gruver
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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On balance, Stripes had successful campaign

STRIPES

so¢

ince July I have been reading and

clipping all stories from Stars and

Stripes about the Nov. 2 election in

the United States. Last week I orga-

nized them by categories and reread them

and made notes for
lhis column.

The goal was to look
at campaign coverage
after the rhetoric was
over and critique four
aspects:

1. Was the coverage
fair and balanced?

2. How well were
the “surprise stories”
of the campaign —
President Bush’s Na-
tional Guard records
and Sen. John Kerry’s
service in the Viet-
nam War — covered?

3. How much and how well was informa-
tion provlded to help the voters under-
stand the issues and the positions of the
candidates?

4. How well did Stripes do in urging vot-
ing by personnel serving overseas?

Stripes’ core mission is to provide to our
military personnel serving overseas the in-
formation they need so they can function as
citizens and voters in our democratic soci-
ety. Since most of the election news is in the
States and most of Stripes’ reporting staff is
overseas, Stripes relied on The Associated
Press and supplemental wire services oper-
ated by newspapers for nearly all of the cov-
erage of the campaign. So judgments on
Stripes’ fairness and objectivity involve look-
ing on the amount, the selection, the edmng
and the presentation of campaign news

After the second reading, I pondered how
to describe the performance of the editors.
The words that kept coming to mind were:
professional, consistent and credible.

Professional in that there was absolutely
no evidence of editing decisions being made
to favor one party or one candidate.

Consistent in that there was balance in
terms of the stories covering speeches,
events, etc., with background information on
issues and analysis.

Credible in that there was balance in pre-
sentation, both on Page 1 and on inside
pages, with news judgment being used —
and not robotic editing in which each candi-
date receives the same-size headline or
length of story.

However, in total there needs to be equali-
ty in volume and presentation, and there
was.

Every presidential campaign has a sur-
prise story. They are the hardest to cover.
This year there were two. The first in timing
was the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth ang
the only complaint about coverage I re-
ceived was about one aspect of the coverage
of that group.

A member of the U.S. Army wrote in Au-
gust: “T am writing because I believe Stars
and Stripes has failed to provide its readers
with all the facts surrounding the Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth. I have read numerous ar-
ticles this in your

Ombudsman

Joe Ungaro

STARS
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, Bush vow
‘every resource’ to fight terror

Full election coverage, Pages 3-21

readers if Stripes designates a writer/editor
in the Washington office to follow such sto-
ries and, when the issue flames out, do a
wrap-up that summarizes all of the verifi-
able facts and puts the story in perspective.
This will be a service especially to those who
have been paying special attention to that
story, but also for those who have seen just
some of the news stories on that issue.

In the age of 24-hour cable, the print
media, in my opinion, will need to cope with
these types of news situations much more
often in order to give its readers the feeling
that the paper is on top of the news. The best
way to do that is through explanatory sum-
mary stories.

Stripes’ handling of the third issue I exam-
ined — providing information to help the vot-
ers understand the issues and the positions
of the candidates — was outstanding. Over
the course of the campaign, Stripes pub-
llshed 18 “On the Issues” questions provid-

by The Associated Press with pictures
and quotes from each presidential candidate
in about 8 to 10 inches of space. The ques-
tions ranged from “Can the U.S. government
achieve a balanced budget this decade?” to
“Do you rule out a draft over the next four
years?” to “Should girls be required to tell
parents before having an abortion?” to
“Under what conditions is the United States
Jjustified in taking pre- emptive military ac-
tion against targets in another country?”

In addition, Stripes provided a package of
information on Sept. 21 for Pacific editions
with this principal headline on Page 1: “All
you need to vote.”

Below it were these two phrases (preced-
ed by black boxes to attract the reader’s
eye): “Where Bush and Kerry stand on is-
sues facing America” and “Complete
slale-by-slale guide to candidates and initia-

tack.”

But it didn’t mention the size and scope of
the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth organiza-
tion and no wire service stories then came
across the desk at Stripes to provide such a
number. By mid-September, the issue had
died as far as the U.S. press was concerned.

The second “surprise story” of the cam-
paign was about President Bush’s service in
the National Guard, which most journalists
thought had been well gone over in the presi-
dential campaign of 2000. The 2004 version
broke in early September on “60 Minutes
Wednesday.” The story was about a National
Guard memo that said “Bush refused an
order.”

A story in Stripes on Sept. 23 (Sept. 24 for
Pacific editions) by David Bauder of The As-
sociated Press stated: “CBS News admitted
on Monday that it could not authenticate doc-
uments it had used in a ‘60 Minutes’ story
that questioned Bush’s service in the Guard
dunng the the Vietnam War era. Many crit-
ics consider the documents fake.”

CBS News has appointed former Attorney

General Dick Thornburgh and former Asso-
ciated Press chief executive Louis Boccardi
to investigate what went wrong with the
story. A report is due soon.

There are lessons for both the media and
public from this year’s “surprise stories.”
The media need to triple-check sudden accu-
sations in a heated political campaign before
publication. The public must be wary of de-
tails until they are verified because it is so
easy for rumors, opinion, hearsay to become
“facts” by wide distribution on the Web and
cable news broadcasts.

Twenty-four-hour cable news has become
both a benefit and a cross for close followers
of the news. A story often receives “break-
ing news” play in one newscast and then dis-
appears. One week in the spring, I did a test
on this issue. T kept track for five days of
such “breaking news.” Six out of 14 items
never made print in any of the six daily news-
papers I was reading.

For Stripes next time around (2008), T
think it would be a significant help for its

Th front-p: was a bit
different for lhe Sept. 21 Europe and Mid-
east editions (“State-by-state election guide
inside”), but readers in those theaters got
the same content inside.

The timing was early in the campaign be-
cause of the need of military personnel to
send off absentee ballots.

On the fourth issue of getting out the vote,
1 counted a dozen stories that discussed, ex-
plained and urged military personnel to
vote. The editors showed thought and effort
in a nonpartisan way to encourage voting.

One last observation: Stripes wrapped up
its campaign coverage with an excellent sec-
tion on the day after the vote. It provided in-
formation on the votes for all key offices as
well as a state-by-state roundup. In my ca-
reer, that was one of my favorite projects, so
1 can appreciate the effort that Stripes put
into making the section so complete.

A subsequent column will look at political
letters to the editor during the campaign.
send comments to Joe Ungaro at: Ombudsman,
Stars and Stripes, 529 14th St. W, Suite 350, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20045-1301. Phone civilian +1(401)
364-6032; fax +1(401) 364-8696; or e-mail
ombudsman@stripes.osd.mil

paper over the past couple of weeks. In none
of these articles does Stars and Stripes men-
tion the substantial membership (250+) and
how many of these members actually served
in combat with John Kerry. This fact is criti-
cal when their stories are consistently coun-
tered with the versions presented by Kerry
and his very small Band of Brof
At that time I went back to my file and
couldn’t find in Stripes (or any other of six
other daily papers I was reading) informa-
tion on the number of Swift Boat veterans in-
volved in the organization and their role in
Vietnam. I pointed this out to the editorial di-
rector of Stripes and he said he would have
his staff look for a story with details on the
background of the Swift Boat Veterans for
TruLh and publl:h it. Stripes did publish an
lysis piece by David Espo of The Associ-
dled Press thled “What did you do in the
war, candidate? Vietnam-era actions hang
over campaigns as Kerry comes under at-

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY

o Moo O o

LEA\III\E- CANS ,

THeym@Ey
wmev INTO

D
5 INSIP




PAGE 14 + STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION - Thursday, December 9, 2004

IN THE WORLD

Karzai to tackle Afghan drug production

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai
plans to address tribal leaders
Thursday on the need to elimi-
nate this war-ravaged country’s
booming drug trade, an aide said.

Karzai was sworn in Tuesday
as Afghanistan’s first popularly

! drug trafficking. are also training Afghan forces to
clected leader. Vice President z};\ersday to discuss plans for an  drug g. Gmash labs that process opium
Dick Cheney, the highest-ranking The between ter-  jnto heroin — Afghanistan is al-

USS. official to visit Afghanistan
since the fall of the Taliban three
as among the 600

It “was one of the most histori-
cal days for Afghanistan and its
people,” presidential spokesman
Khaleeq Ahmad said Wednesday.

Karzai has not yet announced
his Cabinet but was working on it,
Ahmad said. He said the govern-
ment was also busy arranging a
counter-narcotics conference.

Hundreds of elders were ex-
pected to gather in the capital on

warnings that the skyrocketing
cultivation of opium poppies is
producing drug gangs that could
soon have an unshakable grip on
the country.

In his inaugural speech, Karzai
listed the fight against narcotics
second to the need to bring securi-
ty to a country still plagued by in-
surgents, and warned of a danger-
ous nexus between terrorism and

on narcotics, underlining the is-
sue’s priority.

Afghan and U.S. officials have
only recently begun to heed U.N.

rorism and narcotics ... are a
source of continued concern,” he
“A decisive victory over ter-
rorism requires serious and con-

tinued cooperation at regional
and international levels.”

Karzai has yet to formally an-
nounce the details of his new
anti-drug policy, but Western offi-
cials working on the plans say it
will include stepped-up destruc-
tion of opium poppy crops and
hundreds of millions of dollars to
help farmers switch to legal alter-
natives.

Britain and the United States

ready the world’s top supplier —
and to arrest top smugglers for
trial in special courts to be estab-
lished within months.

President Hamid Karzai

Appeals process starts for 6 in Cole bombing

BY AHMED AL-HAJ
The Associated Press

SAN‘A, Yemen — The appeals trial of
six men convicted in the 2000 bombing of
the USS Cole opened Wednesday with
prosecutors demanding the execution of
two defendants who escaped the death
penalty.

The first convictions in the al-Qaida at-
tack that killed 17 American sailors were
handed down in September, with four Ye-
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CONSTRUCTION TEAM
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We have the resources to deliver

‘menis sentenced to five to 10 years in pris-
on. Two men — Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri,
a Saudi suspected of being an associate of
Osama bin Laden, and Yemeni militant
Jamal al-Badawi — were sentenced to
death. Al-Badawi, interrupting proceed-
ings from behind bars in the courtroom
dock, shouted to Judge Saced al-Qattaa
that the proceedings were a sham.
Prosecutors said defendants Fahd
al-Qasaa and Maamoun al-Msoua, who
‘were sentenced to 10 and eight years re-

The bottom line is this:

spectively, should be executed because
their collaboration in planning the attack
has been proven. The prosecution added
that Yemeni law stipulates that any
crime that results in a death is punish-
able by death.

Al-Nashiri, who is believed to have mas-
terminded the Cole attack and also
thought to have directed the 1998 bomb-
ings at the U.S. embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania, was the only defendant not
present during the trial. He is in U.S. cus-
tody at an undisclosed location.
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Romanians want Marine

BUCHAREST, Romania— Dozens of pro-
testers rallied Wednesday in front of the
U.S. Embassy, calling on American authori-
ties to send back to Romania a U.S. Marine
who was allegedly involved in a car accident
that killed a Romanian rock star.

The Marine, who worked as a guard at the
embassy and has diplomatic immunity from
prosecution, left the country immediately
after the accident Saturday. Teofil Peter, a
50-year-old bass player with the popular Ro-
manian rock band Compact, died in the
crash after his taxi was hit by an embassy
car allegedly driven by the Marine.

From wire reports
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24 hurt in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India — A x
nade attack wounded at least 23
civilians and one policeman in In-
dian-controlled ~ Kashmir  on
Wednesday, the same day that In-
dia’s president was visiting anoth-
er part of the insurgency-
wracked Himalayan region.

Suspected Islamic militants
hurled a grenade at a bus station
in the town of Anantnag, appar-
ently trying to hit a moving police
vehicle, a local police officer said
on condition of anonymity. But
the grenade exploded on the
street wounding 23 civilians, four
seriously, he said.

A policeman also was hurt, but
his condition was not immediate-
ly clear.

Pakistan tests missile

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stan test-fired a short-range nu-
clear-capable missile Wednes-
day, the second in just over a
week despite a thaw in relations
with neighboring India, military
officials said.

Pakistan said it had notified its
neighbors it would test a Sha-
heen, a missile with a 435-mile
range, and insisted the test would
not affect ongoing talks with
India.

New Delhi had no immediate
comment.

Assault sparks riot

BEUJING — Bystanders in
southern China attacked govern-
ment officers who assaulted four
disabled street musicians, a local
official and a U.S.-based broad-
caster said, the latest in a recent
string of violent mob incidents in
the country’s poor hinterland.

Radio Free Asia said Tuesday
some officers were hurt in the
city of Qinzhou, in the Guangxi re-
gion, quoting eyewitnesses as say-
ing hundreds of people were in-
volved in the incident.

City officials confirmed the
clash but gave few details.

RFA said trouble started on Sat-
urday evening when four officers

from Qinzhou’s construction in-
spection team told the buskers to
leave.

One of the musicians, a 22-
year-old man surnamed Chen,
said he and two of his compan-
ions were crippled, while the
fourth was blind.

From wire reports
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Top Saudi cleric condemns attack
on U.S. Consulate as ‘grand sins’

BY DONNA ABU-NASR
The Associated Press

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia —
Saudi Arabia’s highest religious
authority on Wednesday con-
demned the shooting rampage
that killed five people at a U.S.
consulate as a great sin, and
Saudi newspapers reported one
of the dead assailants was a fired
employee of the nation’s religious
police.

The U.S. Embassy in Riyadh
and a consular office in eastern
Saudi Arabia reopened Wednes-
day, two days after militants
stormed into the inner courtyard
of the U.S. Consulate in the port
city of Jiddah, firing their guns,
grabbing human shields and kil
ing five people. U.S. officials
warned more attacks were possi-
ble, and the injured spoke of as-
sailants opening fire and hunting
for victims with shouts of “Where
are the Americans?”

Grand Mufti  Abdul-Aziz
al-Sheik said in a statement
Wednesday that anyone who en-
ters the kingdom with the permis-
sion of its leaders has a promise
of security and should not be at-
tacked.

“What happened on Monday re-
garding the storming of the U.S.

Consulate in Jiddah, using weap-

ons and explosives, killing inno-

cent souls, petrifying secure

ones, and undermining security

in the kingdom are all forbldden

acts and grand sins,” al-Sheik
aid.

The Saudi daily newspaper
Al-Watan, meanwhile, quoted a
cousin of one of the gunmen ulti-
mately killed in the assault as hav-
ing been fired for misconduct
from a job in Medina, Islam’s sec-
ond holiest city, with the Commit-
tee for the Propagation of Virtue
and the Prevention of Vice. The
group, less formally known as reli-
gmus police, patrols Saudi cities
for signs of religious misconduct
— such as a slipping veil or any
mixing of unrelated men and
women.

Saad Mohammed al-Sumeiry
told Al-Watan daily that his cous-
in, Fayez bin Awad al-Juhaini, a
28-year-old school dropout, was
fired for his “bad behavior.” It
did not say what his job was,
when he worked there or when or
why he was fired.

Calls to the group’s main office
in Riyadh went unanswered
Wednesday.

According to the newspaper re-
port, al-Sumeiry said al-Juhaini
had been arrested eight months

Saudi Arabia, on Monday, following a terrorist attack on the U.S. Consu-
late in Jiddah that left five people dead.

ago before being released to his
brother’s custody.

Okaz daily newspaper, known
for its close contact with the
Saudi Interior Ministry, quoted
an unidentified security official
as saying al-Juhaini had been ar-

rested before for his “extremist
ideas.”

Okaz also reported he was be-
lieved to be the leader of the Jid-
dah attack and had supervised a
terror cell in the Red Sea port
city.

NATO ministers to hold talks with Arabs, Israelis

BY PAUL AMES
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell on Wednesday welcomed
NATO efforts to intensify cooperation with
friendly nations in North Africa and the Mid-
dle East as a sign the alliance is reaching out
to face new post-Cold War challenges.
“NATO’s role today goes beyond Europe,”
Powell said ahead of unprecedented ministeri-
al talks between the 26 alliance members and

their counterparts from Israel and six Arab
countries.

“The nations of the broader Middle East
and north Africa need our assistance and we
should be ready,” Powell said in speech to dip-
Jomats and students in the Belgian capital.

The gathering of foreign ministers Wednes-
day evening is the latest in a series of firsts for
the alliance as it seeks to build ties with coun-
tries on its volatile southern and southeastern
flank.

Last month, military chiefs from Israel, Jor-

dan, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and
Mauritania met with top brass from the
NATO allies and agreed to increase intelli-
gence on terrorist threats.

Then NATO’s Secretary General Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer paid a visit to Algeria, the first
by the alliance’s top diplomat to any of the
seven countries in NATO’s decade-old “Medi-
terranean dialogue.”

In Algiers, de Hoop Scheffer hailed “the be-
ginning of a new dynamic in relations be-
tween NATO and the countries of the Mediter-
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Gay policy rethought

WEST JORDAN — A

principal who wants
gay couples to get permis-
sion slips from their par-
ents before they can attend
school dances promised to
re-evaluate the policy after
protesters held four days
of protests.

Copper Hills High
School Principal Tom
Worlton issued the ..
policy last month
but agreed to revisit it. He said he
saw the policy as a way to alert the
parents to the dangers their chil-
dren might face.

Worlton ~ said  the  policy
stemmed from students’ concerns
about potential harassment.

Worlton said he will make a deci-
sion on the policy in time for the
prom.

ROUNDUP

leted from the rules.
Instead, lawyers
would be required to
have a hearing request
accepted by a judge.
¥ Lawyers say it would
, seta perilous precedent.
All district judges will
vote on the rules changes,
with a majority needed for
ratification. A vote has not yet
been scheduled.

Plane’s water landing
AVENTURA — The
crew of a decades-old

cargo plane put the aircraft down

in a lake in a Miami suburb after it
engine trouble, avoid-

charge of first-degree criminal sex-
ual conduct.

If convicted, Miklosovic faces a
maximum sentence of life in pris-
on.

Fatal mining

ELY — Two men doing

maintenance work on the
shovel of a large excavator were
killed when the shovel’s lid fell and
crushed them at an open-pit cop-
per mine near this remote east-cen-
tral Nevada town.

The owner of the Robinson
Mine, Quadra Mining Ltd., and the
workers’ employer, Washmgton
Group International, released no
further details. The victims’ names
were not released.

“This is a close-knit community
and something like this takes the
heart out of everybody,” said Mar-
tin Sorenson, chief of the Ruth Vol-
unteer Fire Department.

The accident is under investiga-
tion by the U.S. Mine Safety and
Health Administration.

Taser death

METAIRIE — A man sher-

iff's deputies had shot twice
with a stun gun died, a day after he
was pulled over for driving errati-
cally, officials said.

Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office
spokesman John Fortunato said
Patrick Fleming died at a hospital.
Officers had used a Taser stun gun
on him twice when he fought with
them — once after the traffic stop
and then later at the jail.

Fortunato said Fleming, 35, was
hospitalized after officers zapped

im a second time and his breath-
ing became labored.

Arecords check found that Flem-
ing was wanted on a charge of
cnmmal neglect of family. Flem-
ing tory of resisting
arrest and arrests for possession of
coca leaves, crack cocaine and
marijuana.

Mandatory history?

ANCHORAGE — The state

Board of Education will de-
cide this week whether to require
high school students to take a
course in Alaska history before
graduating. The Anchorage School
District already requires its stu-
dents take a state history course,
while other districts offer some
form of the class as an elective.

Teacher charged

SOUTH HAVEN — A teach-
er and a 14-year-old former
female student whom she is ac-
cused of sexually assaulting partici-
pated in witchcraft together and
even “wed” in a pagan ritual, po-
lice said.
Elizabeth Miklosovic, 36, a teach-
er at South Haven’s Baseline Mid-
dle School, was arraigned on a

i i th-grade lan-
guage arts teacher, lives with an-
other woman and their adopted
son, authorities said. She was
placed on leave from her job.

New town plan
CASA GRANDE — A citi-
zens group is proposing cre-
ation of Chisholm, a new city that
would include hundreds of square
miles of now-unincorporated areas
of western Pinal County. Support-
ers say the new city is needed to
help regulate and plan for gro
as new housing developments are
built, many for people working in
the Phoenix metropolitan area.

No more arguing

TRENTON — Lawyers and

federal judges in New Jer-
sey are preparing to argue over
new rules that would largely out-
law ... arguing.

The rules would apply to civil
cases, where some judges of the
U.S. District Court of New Jersey
think the verbal exchanges are a
waste of time.

If the changes are adopted, Judg-
es would not schedule argumen
days to debate motions, and the
word “argument” could even be de-

‘- ,
Here fishy, fishy

Mitch Simpson, a fisheries biolo-
gist with the Maine Atlantic Salmon
Comi n, hoists a salmon out of
the Veazie Dam salmon trap on the
Penobscot River.

ing high-rise buildings in the dense-
ly populated area, then were res-
cued from the ﬂoanng fuselage.

The Miami Air Lease plane —
with the misspelled message “Ee-
lect George W. Bush” running the
length of the fuselage — had trou-
ble with one of its two engines
shortly after takeoff, said company
office manager Alma Nodarse.

e pilots tried to return the Con-
vair CV-340 to the Opa-locka air-
port about seven miles away but
couldn’t make it and splashed
down in Maule Lake, said Federal
Aviation Administration spokes-
man Chris White.

Crews surrounded the plane
with an inflatable dike to contain
any leaking oil. Trapped air kept
the plane afloat and emergency
crews planned to add air bags for
additional buoyancy.

Flu shot ‘fund-raiser’

MINNEAPOLIS — A

‘woman who allegedly sold
flu shots then fled when her cre-
dentials were questioned was giv-
ing people the real vaccine, and
was trying to raise money for her
daughter’s school fund-raiser, her
ex-husband said.

Michelle Lynn Torgerson, 33,
was arrested on suspicion of theft

d drug possession, said police
Capt Rich Stanek.

Chad Torgerson told the St. Paul
Pioneer Press that faculty and stu-
dents at Augsburg College in Min-
neapolis paid his ex-wife $20 each
for flu shots. He said she used the
proceeds for an American Heart
Association fund-raising drive at
their 9-year-old daughter’s school.

Repair shop explodes
MATHIAS — A natural
gas line to an

Curtis Sharp, 8, tries to scare a duck into the

Seare tactlcs water at a park in Lubbock, Texas.

Move those feet G2 et soon Sprce poriom

during the Iroquois Social Dance Participatory Program at the Native
American Winter Festival in Brighton, N.Y.

repair shop exploded, leveling the
building, shattering windows for
miles and sending as many as five
people to hospitals.

No deaths were reported. The
identities and conditions of the in-
jured were unavailable. Although
officials don’t know what caused
the explosion, they said a gas line
feeding the shop had been leaking.

Part of state Route 259 remained
closed and several hundred resi-
dents who live within a one-mile ra-
dius of the shop remained evacuat-
ed the next day, said Paul Lewis,
Hardy County’s emergency servic-
es director.

‘Temporary shelters were set up
at the northeast community’s high
school and middle school. Tele-
phone service to the area was
knocked out by the blast.

“It was a pretty wicked explo-
sion,” said Thomas VanMeter, who
had finished making a delivery to
the auto shop moments before the
blast. “There had been a gun shop
upstairs over the garage, and 1
could hear the bullets going off.”

Four-month-old Monae Fickens, dressed in a
toddler Santa suit, is held by her mother, Ashia
Frasier, as Tony “The Peanut Man” Wright sings a song to sell peanuts

Baby Claus

during the 24th annual Parade in S.C.
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Woman overboard!

tall ships,

Kristin McEnroe, 13, of Duluth, Minn., leaps off the plank during the Na-
tional Walk-the-Plank Championship staged in Key West, Fla. The event
was the last in a 10-day Pirates in Paradise festival that also included a sea battle featuring Key West's historic

and the

living history

of an 18th-century pirate trial.

Pampered pooches
Mahwah, N.J., during The Bay Colony Cluster Dog Show in Boston, as

another Shih Tzu named
N.J., looks on at left.

Jean Jameson grooms Lexy, a Shih
Tzu owned by Eileen Nichols of

owned by Jennifer Miller of Wenonah,

Yay, pretty colors

Sitting on the roof of a Battle
Creek restaurant, Sponge Bob
Squarepants seems excited
watching balloons fly over during
the 6th annual He y Balloonfest
in Battle Creek, Mich.

Jury spares man’s life

KANSAS CITY — A jury
recommended a life sen-
tence for a man convicted of killing
five people in retaliation for the
robbery and beating of his mother,
sparing him the death penalty.
The same jury convicted Darrell
Stallings two weeks before on five
counts of capital murder and other
charges in the June 2002 shooting
rampage. Prosecutors said none of
the victims was involved in the at-
tack on Stallings’ mother.
Stallings, 34, who is scheduled
for sentencing in January, apolo-
gized to the families of each victim.
“I am truly sorrowful for the
pain and related 1

can “move forward and achieve
great progress without distrac-
tion.” She will keep her tenured po-
sition as a professor in the universi-
ty’s school of engineering.

Last month, faculty groups in
arts and sciences, law, business
and biology cast no-confidence
votes in Gilliland, who took the
post four years ago.

D.C. mayor heads league

WASHINGTON — Wash-

ington Mayor Anthony Will-

iams won election as president of

the National League of Cities, be-

coming the first D.C. mayor to as-

sume lhe top post | m a national or-
of officials.

have caused you all,” he said. He
said he had no excuses for the
crimes, but was confused and delu-
sional because of the attack on his
mother two months earlier.

Another man, Errik Harris, 28,
is also charged in the deaths, but
his trial date has not been set.

Costco theft charges

NASHUA — An

18-year-old Massachusetts
man faces felony theft charges for
allegedly emptying several large
cereal boxes at a Costco, filling the
boxes with electronic equipment
and paying the clerk only for the ce-
real.

Nashua police arrested Christo-
pher Booze of Dracut after he and
a juvenile were detained by store
security.

Police said Booze left the store
with a digital camera, GPS system
and a computer hard drive worth
$800 inside the resealed cereal

boxes.

School renovations

EMPORIA — A group of

Emporia citizens has raised
about $20,000 to renovate a former
segregated school for blacks. Citi-
zens United to Preserve the
Greensville Training School has re-
ceived approval of preliminary
plans for the school. The group is
working with a class of architec-
ture students from the University
of Virginia. It hopes the county will
donate the school and five acres
around it.

Bladder patrol
PITTSBURGH — Officers
Matt Turko and Tom

Weger are on Pittsburgh’s bladder
beat.
Since 2003, Turko

Fake explosion a blast to see

Congress Street in Tucson, Ariz., is set ablaze with an
explosion during the filming of Stephen King's miniseries
“Desperation” as hundreds gather to watch and feel the blast.

and Weger have patrolled the
city’s South Side, one of the coun-
try’s oldest Victorian-era shopping
districts in the country by day —
but one of the city’s best places to
drink at night. They bust blad-
der-heavy revelers looking for re-
lief in alleys, the sides of houses
and in dark corners.

Turko and Weger have handed
out more than 220 citations for pub-
lic indecency. Emptying your blad-
der in the wrong place can also
empty your wallet. Each ticket
comes with a $300 fine.

Chancellor resigns

KANSAS CITY — The
chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Missouri-Kansas City re-
signed after clashing with faculty
over such issues as a $500,000 con-
sulting fee she paid to a friend.
Martha Gilliland, 60, said she
was stepping down so the school

The league counts more than
18,000 cities and towns among its
members and lobbies for their in-
terests on Capitol Hill and through-
out the federal government.

At his swearing-in, Williams
promised to pursue “an advocacy
agenda” focused on homeland se-
curity, education, public safety
and affordable housmg

Concerns cancel tour

SALT LAKE CITY — The

Mormon Tabernacle Choir
has canceled its planned tour of
northern Europe next year be-
cause of concerns about terrorism,
and the choir will instead tour the
Northwest.

The 360-voice choir was sched-
uled to make a summer tour by
ship of Denmark, Sweden, Norway
and Finland.

However, Gordon B. Hinckley,
president of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, decid-
ed the trip would make the group
an easy target for terrorists.

The tour was first changed to En-
gland, Scotland and Wales, with a
stopover in Paris. But that, too,
was deemed too dangerous and
now the choir will visit cities in
northern California, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Nevada and Idaho.

Living at work
HALSEY — Some workers
seem to live at the office,
but the principal at Central Linn
High School really does.

Michael Bremont, 31, routinely
spends 80 hours a week on the job,
arriving well before school starts
each morning and leaving long
after the final bell.

Frustrated by how little he was
seeing his family, Bremont ap-
proached his district superinten-
dent last year with an unusual re-
quest. He wanted to live in an un-
used building on campus.

District officials loved the idea
and spent $2,000 renovating the
place. Bremont pays $500 a month
in rent, plus his electricity costs, so
the district has made back what it

ent.
“It’s been really wonderful,” he
said.

Union strike averted

cT HARTFORD — Members of
the machinists’ union at
jet-engine maker Pratt & Whitney
Voted overwhelmingly against going
on strike. Under the negotiating
rules, rejection of a strike means the
latest three-year contract proposal
takes effect. It includes a 3.5 per-
cent raise in the first year and 3 per-
cent raises in the second and third
years as well as a $1,500 signing
bonus per worker.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Hate threats don’t deter actress

Idina Menzel, star of the Broadway musical “Wicked,”
and her husband, actor Taye
Diggs, have received hateful
threats because of their inter-
racial marriage.

The couple was the focus of
at least three letters last week
in which bodily harm was
threatened, the New York
Post reported in Monday edi-
tions.

Despite the threats, Menzel
still performed on Sunday, ar-
riving at the Gershwin The-
ater under heavy guard. For
the matinee, she was accom-
panied by five plainclothes guards, who remained sta-
tioned outside the stage door.

Diggs, left, and Menzel

Rapper wants to stand out in Hollywood

David Banner doesn’t want to be just another rapper
who strolls into movies, so the Mississippi rhymer has
been spending the past few months

s Angeles, studying acting in
preparation for a movie career.

“I'm studymg this form of talent,”
Banner said. “I've had opportunities
to be in several major movies, but I
don’t want to just jump in.”

Banner says he’s always been in-
terested in an acting career, but
growing up, he never knew how to
get involved in it.

“Those opportunities are not readi-
ly available, coming from urban situ-
ations where you don’t know much,”
he said.

Banner says he’s learned a lot in his studies — and he’s
able to transiate it to everyday life. “Acting actually teach-
es you to be more patient with society. ... As an actor,
you're able to break down the psyche of people.”

Banner

Price is right for animal welfare

Game show host Bob Barker, a longtime proponent of
animal welfare, has donated $1 million to Duke Law
School to endow a program to teach animal rights law,
the school announced Monday.

The Bob Barker Endowmenl Fund for the Study of Ani-
mal Rights Law will support educa-
tion in animal rights law, including
opportunities for students to earn
course credit on cases involving com-
*| pliance with state animal cruelty
|| laws and other forms of animal
rights advocacy.

It’s similar to funds Barker has es-
tablished in the past few years at law
schools including those at Harvard,
Stanford, Columbia and UCLA.

“Animals need all the protection
we can give them,” Barker said. “We
intend to train a growing number of
law students in this area of the law in
the hope that they will ultimately lead a national effort to
make it illegal to brutalize and exploit these helpless crea-
tures.”

Barker

Gilligan brings smiles with island of toys

Gilligan turned into Santa’s helper when former televi-
sion star Bob Denver and his wife joined a Princeton,
W.Va., car dealership’s toy campaign.

“I think it's all been fantastic. It has only been 45 min-
utes, and we've already done really well,” Denver said
during Saturday’s event, which trans-
formed Ramey Chrysler’s lot into an
island of toys. [

“We normally do this in a smaller |
way, but we wanted to go all out this
year. When I was growing up, I was
underprivileged myself and didn’t |
get a lot of toys at Christmas, so this
is really important to me,” said Jim
Ramey Sr., owner of Ramey Automo-
tive Group.

Denver, star of the 1960s TV show
“Gilligan’s Island,” and his wife,
Dreama, donated a pickup truck full
of toys and a $1,000 check to the Prin-
ceton Quota Club. The couple live in the area.

All the toys will go to the Marine Corps League’s Toys
for Tots campaign. The organization recently received
$1,300 worth of toys from Toys-R-Us in Roanoke, Va.,
and a bakery donated $2,000 worth of toys.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Denver

Grammy Awards in Los
Angeles in February.

In late April, Aguilera
canceled her entire

ﬁ:ﬂy tour due to
ined vocal cords.”
The cancellation broke

FansRule, the company

that ran Aguilera’s fan
club, leaving it unable
to refund tickets.

P

Bankrupt club costs concert goers big money

BY JAKE COYLE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Many artists hire outside companies to
run their fan clubs, but one club designed to bring fans clos-
er to their idols ended up dividing them.

Last June, 13-year-old Sophia Lief was all set to go to her
first concert to see her absolute favorite: Christina Aguil-

era.

Snphla 's mother, Janet Crane, wanted to be assured of
getting good tickets. So she joined Aguilera’s official fan
club, paying the $35 membership fee that offered access to
seats in the first 20 rows. She bought three tickets, totaling
another $375.

In late April, however, Aguilera canceled her entire
28-city tour due to “strained vocal cords.” Naturally,
Sophia’s mother looked for a refund — except there was
none, for her or hundreds of other Aguilera fans.

Aguilera had hired a company called FansRule to run
her Web site and fan club. But as it was taking money for
Aguilera tickets, FansRule was being run by a court-ap-
pointed bankruptcy trustee after filing for Chapter 11 in
November 2003.

FansRule still owes about
$320,000 to Aguilera fans, trust-
ee Joe Baldiga says. “The in-
ability to refund payments
made for tickets,” Baldiga said
on Aguilera’s web site, “Is in no
way the fault of Christina Aguil-
era.

Sophia doesn't agree. “Her
fans aren’t going to follow her
through the years if she treats
us like this and doesn’t even
make up the [canceled] con-
certs,” she sai

Said Crane: “I don’t really
know how the music business works, but she is responsible
if she hired [FansRule]. We paid money on good faith.” She
recently obtained reimbursement from her credit card
company, six months after the fact.

FansRule also ran clubs for Aerosmith. After the band
postponed three concerts in June, many ticketbuyers went
without refunds. One fan, Ginny Roberson, posted a Web
page telling FansRule to kiss a certain part of her body.

“T will continue to be a fan, but I am extremely disap-
pointed and disillusioned at the way [Aerosmith] have sold
us out for a quick buck,” she wrote. “I never would have be-
lieved it possible for them to become like this!”

It has become regular practice for music acts to out-
source their fan clubs to companies that run their Web
sites, sell high-priced VIP concert tickets and offer an as-
sortment of perks for paying members. But how did the
fans of international stars like Aguilera and Aerosmith end
up left out in the cold — and for a summer tour, no less?
Like many things, the answer begins with none other than
the Grateful Dead. Decades ago, the Dead pioneered the
idea of a club offering direct ticketing to their biggest fans.
Back then, as much as 50 percent of tickets were made
available directly to Deadheads. Now Ticketmaster caps
seats available to fan clubs at closer to 10 percent.

The business dramatically changed, though, in the *90s
with the Dave Matthews Band. Manager Coran Capshaw
saw a connection with fan clubs and the then-emerging In-

&k 7 will continue to be a fan, but
I am extremely disappointed
and disillusioned at the way
[they] have sold us out for a

quick buck.??

expressing displeasure with FansRule and Aerosmith
for not reimbursing fans following a canceled concert

ternet, which offered new ways for bands to connect with
their fans beyond the traditional newsletter.

“Fan clubs had been a neglected or stepchild of the busi-
ness,” says Capshaw, now the CEO of Musictoday, one of
the largest fan service businesses.

For example, one of Musictoday’s acts, The Rolling
Stones, offer two types of memberships. For $65, a fan gets
aone-year membership, full access to the ‘member- -only on-
line fan club, e-mail updates and a Stones DVD. However,
$100 also buys acommemorative poster and special access
to tour tickets.

The amenities for members can be a fan’s dream. Turn-
style, a smaller company whose clients include Kid Rock
and Pamela Anderson, offers raffles where fans can win a
birthday phone call from their favorite artist.

FansRule was pushing to bring fans even closer to their
idols.

Founder and former CEO Neil Donahue, a venture capi-
talist and music producer, says his company was “pioneer-
ing in fan experiences.”

It specialized in getting fans front row and backstage as
part of a “velvet rope experience.”

Brian Sikorski, CEO of Ticket-
rends.com, said FansRule was
an innovator in the highest
growth area of the music busi-
ness. Mike Lundgren, former
chief operating officer of Fan-
sRule, says the company only
went bankrupt because of “ex-
ternal financial reasons” —
which remain murky.

Sikorski talks of mismanaged
funds. Baldiga says an individu-
al may have taken money from
the company — a possibility
Sikorsky considers likely, not-
ing the questionable name of an-
other company founded by Donahue: In the Pocket Produc-
tions.

“They give fan services a bad name,” says Sikorsky.

Baldiga, while running the company under bankruptcy
law guidelines, used all incoming money to pay FansRule’s
bills. He says the company was going “gangbusters” until
the Aguilera tour cancellation.

er the non-tour, a proposition for over $1 million in fi-
nancing was turned down in bankruptcy court and Baldiga
closed down FansRule for good. Hundreds of fans remain
unpaid and their chances for reimbursement from Fan-
sRule look bleak. Ultimate resolution of FansRule’s liquida-
tion could run two to three years, says Jon Aquino, another
bankruptcy trustee.

Aguilera has hired attorney Larry Green to help retrieve
as much money as possible for her fans. He hopes the mat-
ter can be settled within a year.

Green says Aguilera “never saw a dime” of the tour tick-
et money, and is actually owed money in “mid-five fig-
ures.” But he says he is seeking reimbursement for the
fans, not Aguilera.

Whether these experiences will lose fans for Aguilera or
Aerosmith remains to be seen. But it’s clear that out-
sourced fan clubs will thrive regardless. Record labels are
beginning to sniff around, sensing a new revenue stream.

“This business is just going to grow and grow,” says Bal-
diga, even as he presndes over the liquidation of FansRule.
“It’s the way of the future.

Ginny Roberson
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Catalogs
thriving
in age of
Internet

BY DAVID SHARP
The Associated Press

FREEPORT, Maine LL.

Bean projects that its online sales
will overtake its catalog business
within two years, but don’t expect
any trees to be spared in the pro-
cess.
The company has no plans to
scale back its mailings of 200 mil-
lion catalogs a year. Nor do many
other mail-order companies that
are flooding customers’ mail
boxes this holiday season — the
number of catalogs shipped to
homes and businesses has held
steady despite online competi-
tion, and actually grew last year.

“People who were caught up in
‘Web mania thought it would sup-
plant the catalog,” said Madison
Riley of Kurt Salmon Associates,
aretail consulting firm. “That has
not come true, and I don’t think it
will ever come true.”

what's  known as a
multi-channel retailing world, cat-
alogs are an important marketing
tool for driving shoppers to other
channels.

Big retailers like L.L. Bean are
active in at least three channels:
stores, e-commerce and catalogs.

Tt was just five or six years ago
that some analysts were predict-
ing the Internet would render cat-
alogs obsolete.

Catalogs endure

Catalog and Internet sales

revenues
Many retailers are active [ Catalog [ Internet
in at least three channels = s160 biion
stores, e-commerce and 140
catalogs. Inthe growingage 120
of the Web, catalog sales %
have survived even as &
Internet sales increase. o
* Projected figures 0300 01 02 03 :'04*

'SOURCE: Direct Marketing Association

But catalogs survived even as

Internet sales have grown at a

faster pace. Internet sales are pro-
jected to rise 27 percent to $52 bil-
lion this year while catalog sales
will grow 6.7 percent to $143 bil-
lion, said Amy Blankenship of the

Direc& Marketing Association, a

New York-based trade group.

L.L. Bean once shared the view

that online sales would lessen its re-
liance on printed catalogs. But the

company found that the two were

intertwined, with catalogs giving a

significant boost to Web site traffic

and shoppers freely switching be-
tween the channels, said Steve Full-
er, Bean’s marketing chief.

“One of the mistakes people
made was in thinking of the chan-
nels as discrete, but ll‘s the same
households. Some days they call,
some days they order from the

Web site, some days they drive to

the store,” he said.
Sales dropped when Lands’

End cut back on the catalogs it

sent out in 1999, and the company

then_decided to boost mailings
the following year, according to

the Print E-business Report pub-
lished by the Printing Industries
of America.

A Lands’ End spokesman de-
clined to release catalog num-
bers. The E-Business Report says
Lands’ End distributed 270 mil-
lion last year.
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Catalog companies generally
shipped out the same number of
catalogs from 2000-02 despite
three postal increases; the num-
bers bumped upward Tast year to
17.5 billion. A similar number is
expected to be sent this year,
Blankenship said.

Retailers have become smarter
about the way they use catalogs,
which are expensive to_produce
and mail. Companies including
Lands’ End and L.L. Bean have dis-
covered that their catalogs moti-
vate shoppers to go to Web sites or
visit stores — or pick up the phone,
said Riley, who is based in Boston.

a catalog’s job is to pro-
vide inspiration instead of a com-
prehensive listing of goods, then
the catalogs can be smaller, offer-
mg a cost savings to retailers, he

Howard Davidowitz of David-
owitz & Associates Inc. in New
York said the Internet can'’t re-
place catalogs as a marketing
tool. And he said there’s room for
even more growth in catalog sales
down the road.

With such a variety of catalog-
ers, individual companies will
have to adjust their channels dif-
ferently to maximize s:

“To survive, all of these three
channels are going to have to re-
main at different levels of re-in-
vention. That’s the constant.

The constant in all three chan-
nels is change,” he said.
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Transferring credit
card balances tricky

BY HELEN HUNTLEY
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times

Another set of credit card “con-
venience” checks came in the
mail the other day. The offer
from Capital One sounded tempt-
ing: Use the checks to pay off
other loan balances and pay just
2.99 percent annual interest.

It's better, of course, to pay bal-
ances in full every month and
avoid interest charges altogether.
But for anyone carrying a balance
on a credit card, transfer offers
can be very appealing. A lower in-
terest rate gives you the ability to
pay off debts more quickly and im-
prove your credit profile, assum-
ing you don’t charge up new bal-
ances on your other cards.

However, the details make a

difference. You probably
should not transfer a balance un-
less you are sure that all of the fol-
lowing will apply:

M The great rate will be in ef-
fect until the balance is paid off
in its entirety.

M There are no transfer fees.

M You currently owe little or
nothing on the card that will be
on the receiving end of the trans-
fer.

B You are willing to stop using
the card for new purchases.

The first two issues are easy to
grasp. An introductory rate that
applies for just a few months prob-
ably isn’t worth the bother. And it
is important to read the fine print
s0 you know what fees are in-
volved and under what conditions

your rate could be increased. If a
late payment would do it, you'd
better be sure that you'll be able
to make payments on time.

The third and fourth points are
easier to overlook and can lead to
unpleasant surprises. If you take
advantage of a balance transfer
offer, most likely the debt on your
credit card will no longer be just
one big debt. Instead it will be di-
vided into at least two categories,
the transferred balance and the
rest of your debt. Cash advances
may be in a third category.

The division matters because
most likely a different interest
rate will apply to each category.
When you send in payments,
they typically will be applied
first to the interest due and then
to reduction of principal on the
part of the account with the low-
est interest rate.

Obviously that method works
to the advantage of the bank rath-
er than the customer.

If I charge $500 in new purchas-
es and then send in a $500 pay-
ment, I might think I've paid for
my new purchases in full. Howev-
er, if I'm carrying a transferred
balance at a low rate, the payment
will be applied to that balance and
unless there’s money left over, not
one dime will go toward paying
off my new purchases.

That's not to say a balance
transfer is never a good idea. But
it is one of those decisions that
should be carefully researched
before signing your name to the
checks.

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Containers for
charitable contributions are ev-
erywhere during the holiday sea-
son: buckets for bell ringers on
the sidewalk, boxes for toys in the
workplace and baskets for food
donations at the supermarket.

Donating new and used items
to charity can be beneficial for
your taxes, as well as helpful for

W Give wisely. Your total chari-
table donations, including cash
and noncash items, are limited to
50 percent of your adjusted
gross income.

Deducting charitable gifts

paid for the item and its current
market value. You can find out
how much it would be worth
now by scouring thrift stores or
online auction Web sites.

M Assess the value. Before
you donate, get professional ap-
praisals for valuable items such
as antiques, paintings or furni-
ture. To assess the value of other
items, you might buy Turbo
Tax’s “It's Deductible” program
at www.itsdeductible.com. The
program helps you assess the
values of all your donated items.
Keep all receipts for appraisals
— you can deduct them separate-
1y as part of your miscellaneous

valid only for gifts to a recog-
nized charity, meaning it has
IRS approval to register as a
tax-exempt organization. Before
you donate, check out the charity

$month b
Sourser The Associated Bress, Bank of
erica

at www.charitynavigator.com.

W Groups only. You also can-
not deduct items given to an indi-
vidual, no matter how needy
that person may be.

M Keep a list of items you do-
nate.

WBe specific include
brand, make/model, size, etc.
Note how much you originally

itemized

B Get documentation. Even
noncash donations require a re-
ceipt to be deductible. If you've
already made noncash dona-
tions and didn’t get a receipt,
you might try taking the deduc-
tion anyway. Just don’t expect to
keep it if you do get audited. If
you incurred other costs as a re-
sult of making the donation,
such as packing or shipping the
items, save those receipts sepa-
rately. They can be included
with your miscellaneous item-
ized deductions.
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- ) 40126 f Northern G Mostly cloud)
Y y lorthern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
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4834 = g Fiiday lows in the mid to upper 20

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather

Southern Germany: Cloudy with
morning fog. Highs in the upper 30s
d

Squadron, Sembach, \i % to mid 40s, Friday lows in the mi
Rowana %~} 205 to lower 30s,
»
Bucharest} Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
45123 upper 30s, Friday lows in the low to
o D

1 Northern Italy: Partly to mostly
> cloudy with isolated rainshowers.
Highs in the fower to mid 50s, Friday
lows in the lower to mid 40s.

IstinaBULeARA

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms. Highs in the mid 60s, Friday
fows in the low to mid 40s.

Madrid

Soged  Barcelona |
.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with morning
fog. Highs in the mid 40s to lower
50s, Friday lows in the mid 20s to

0s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with
rain/snowshowers. Highs in the mid
30s to mid 40s, Friday lows in the

Souda Bay fow 30s to lower 40s.

- 6648 Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
= in the mid 505 fo mid 60s, Friday
pean forecast for 09 D 2004 lows in the mid 30s to mid 40s.
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For current weather watches, warnings,
MIDEAS and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE

Operational Weather Squadron home
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Horoscope

The moon in Scorpio passes
Venus and Mars, activating relation-
ships in a sensual way. Colors seem
more vivid and sounds
more hypnotic as we fall
into the trance of animal
attraction. This weekend
has truly magical potential
for relationships. As on New
Year's Eve, make sure
you're with the one you
want to accompany you in
the new year.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 9). Your
environment improves
drastically this year, giving
you a winning outiook. New
blessings on your family in the next
seven weeks start the changes, and
they come on quickly. May features
career opportunity. Put in extra
hours, and your financial reward
allows you to travel and play in the
summer. Pisces and Virgo are
stellar partners.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Friends need you. If you make it a
habit to assist to your comfort level,
you'll keep being asked for the same
help over and over. Instead, stretch
out your arms, and do all you can
Together, you can heal this once
and for all.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
For you, the time continuum general-
Iy keeps a plodding, consistent
march forward — but not today.
Time whizzes forward, whirls and
fips, and boomerangs back. You
feel like you're in an experimental
film.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Independence is sexy — at least the
way you do it. You're strong and can
take care of yourself. Finances
improve as a result. Of course, just
when you've got it all together, love
steps in to confuse and bewilder
you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The famous sociologist Erving
Goffman claimed that we are all
actors portraying ourselves to actors.
portraying themselves. Today, you
see through all that acting and make
people forget their “lines.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
can work on your skills until the
cows come home, but its not your

Holiday Mathis

skills that will ultimately bring you the
success you crave. The right atti-
tude, coupled with the latest informa-
tion, brings victory. Seek a qualified
mentor.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

Team effort is where it's at. With

your allies, you'll face
your rivals head on and
meet much less opposi-
tion than you thought was
there. Trust is key. Keep
all your agreements, no
matter how inconvenient.

LIBRA (Sept.

23-Oct. 23). You'll be
the recipient of flattery
and automatically wonder
what your flatterer is up
to. Your natural skepti-
cism keeps you from
falling to the ranks of the blissfully
oblivious, but relax. Your admirer
speaks the truth.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Its hard to think of anything you
hate more than being told what to
do. If people suggest that they know
better even through a vocal tone or
slanted eyebrow, they'll find them-
selves “talking to the hand.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You may make that figurative

THE 15 HOFELESS Hon A

Calvin and Hobbes

T Do,
THINK HES

Jump Start
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REVER, THiE ME AO(NERE \gmu«,, e

TONS 7 i ; = s
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P ry
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Dicriousrt
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DUBE BuBBLY..
GICGLE PuNCh..

DONT WE UAVE
B

AND Eoop
\V/uﬁ R

3
;g Across Down 29 Polish
= 1 Stereo hookup 1 Greet the 30 401(k)
) 5 “Cabaret” lyricist villain alternative
S 8 Fixed hems 2 Craving 31 Saute
12 Particular 3 “— Factor” 36 Musicto
o Ereh S 5 7 nave Avyies Ceisugo v | | 13 Meadow 4 Drink 17-Across’ ears
oy “ il -~ 14 “I cannot tell —” 5 GOP mascot 37 Superlative
15 Strikebreaker 6 Ponderosa suffix
16 Couple from patriarch 38 Word-finding
s Tennessee? 7 Wild party game
= 17 Comic Jay 8 Deli order 41 “— course’
5 18 Seafood 9 Lift 42 Oscar Madison,
3 selection 10 Sommelier's eg
& 20 Paradise concern 43 Waikiki
? 22 Scrooge's 11 Night light wingding ...
TLZ BE GLAD 7O GET ALL JHESE T T T OO0 WE FAVE <0 WA TE mutter 19 Bell or Barker 44 .. and its
I\ CHRISTMAS CARDS MAILED! |, £ noTanG, Ceanars by o R ves " ) 19 fell or Bar ool
S s ) _ CAND THEN, W WAVE +O HAND- 23 “| — Rock p P n
N W oRtvar Teaw 24 Genealogy chart 24 Excessively ay attention

47 Con
27 Liquid appetizer 25 Edge

48 Fit in snugly
. 26 Periodic Table

32 Tin Man's need i 51 Bob's longtime
33 Zilch partner

34 Bobby of hockey ~ 28 Trench

35 Brunch entree Answer to Previous Puzzle

Blondie

38 Talk like an ass
39 More, to Manuel

§ WOULD YOU STOP E 40 Moo — gai pan
Rl §| irrrommoour |G| BT Zomeantoto o | | 42 Detectie
SARES[f parieNeem ) R 45 Gt
Z| vou 1s AN ELECTRICAL |2 I™M BEGGING blanket
) %] ENGINEER? [ ’ You.. 49 Breather
) H e R (e 50 Grecian vessel
e | fs H I A 4 52 DNA
- == H H 53 Vow
2 YaaN H ¢ 54 Fond du —, Wis.
a I 55 Reply to “Shall
) we?"
Tty Y w7 s ke rat 56 Smooch
HI5 WIFE WHOS THE 8055 ME‘EE Eé\, Tg TONIGHT, 57 Sailor’s assent
Vi 58 Tend texts

12-9 CRYPTOQUIP

XS OSH WYZKYLY GBIG J

Hagar

LYAO USUHZJA NSJU SUYAJ
1 have been very
good_all year...
And... NBSHZX WY XHWWY X J

BSG NYAKIJZ?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN NUCLEAR
CHEMISTS PASS AWAY, 1 SUPPOSE IT’S
COMPLETELY SUITABLE TO BARIUM.

Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: G cquals T
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In-laws’ ‘tip’ should be accepted JUNIELE

Dear Abby: My in-laws, who
live seven hours away, spent last
night in our guest room. They
arrived late and had already
eaten dinner on the road. My
husband was away on business,
and my in-laws and I had fun
talking, laughing and sharing
stories.

This morning I got
dressed, spoke with them
for a few minutes and left
for work. They had the
run of the house. I encour-
aged them to sleep late,
help themselves to what-
ever was in the kitchen,
and lock the door behind
them when they left.

When I returned from
work I noticed they had
left a sweet note and a
$50 bill! My husband says
they did it to be nice and I should
accept the money. My mother
says I should take the money and
buy new sheets for the guest
room.

1 feel terrible. I don’t know why
they left the money.

My husband and I both work
and earn good money. Our house

Dear Abby

isn’t as nice as theirs, but we've
been married for only two years.
My first reaction was to refurn
the money with a brief note ex-
plaining that we don’t charge for
hospitality.

My husband says that would be
cruel. Your thoughts, please.

— Hurt in Wisconsin

Dear Hurt: I'm sure
no insult was intended.
The money was a giff,
s0 accept it graciously
in the spirit it was
given. Your mother’s
suggestion to put it
toward new sheets for
the guest room is a
good one. The next
time your in- laws visit,
show them that you
used the money to
make them more com-

fortable. I'm sure

they'll be touched.

Dear Abby: My daughter,
“Victoria,” is 20. She attends
college and is engaged to a
27-year-old man I'll call Albert.
They have been engaged for
about a year and have lived

PAGE 23

together for two. They plan to be
married in the fall of 2005.

Victoria and Albert think T
should pay him for her rent and
other expenses for the two years
she has been living with him. It
adds up to about $8,000. I think
that since Victoria is living with
him, Albert should be the provid-
er. My daughter is an adult, and
T know I am not obligated to
support her. But I want to do the
right thing.

Frankly, I do not approve of
their living

BOMIL

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square, You can

to form four ordinary words. harﬁry walk
ere

TREXE

They'll need
fots of brooms

©2004 Triune Media Services, Inc.
Al Rights Reserved.

L[ LX)

Neither of them is speaking to
me because I haven’t given them
the money. Should I pay for
something I don’t agree with?

— Confused in California

Dear Confused: I have
wracked my brain trying to come
up with one single reason why
you should — and I can’t come
up with even one. And if your
daughter’s fiance were much of a
man, he wouldn’t ask you to.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

FRILCO

a WHEN THE PIGEONS
SHORmORL -~ o

CLUSKE

Now arrange the circled letters to

OHOON

form the surprise answer, as

by the above cartoon.
T 2 2 2 2 L) rYv Y V¥ Yv¥S
000000000000
(Answers tomorrow)
PRUNE ~ WHEAT MIDWAY CROUCH
When the soldiers had a spelling contest,
itturned into — A “WORD" WAR

Jumbles:

Yesterday's
Answer:

Mom fears son rebounding badly .., ci.s

Dear Annie: vy
20-year-old son, “Todd,”
is a college student who
lives at home. Recently,
his long-term girlfriend
broke up with him, essen-
tially saying he wasn’t
good enough for her. Todd
was heartbroken. He had
planned to marry

when they finished col-

A week after she broke
up with him, Todd met
another girl, “Heidi.”
Here’s my problem. He met Heidi
on Sunday, and by Tuesday, he
practically moved in with her. Oh,
he comes home every day to
shower, change clothes and get
his mail, but he hasn’t slept in his
own bed since he met her.

I know Todd is 20 years old, and
1 accept that he is sexually active,
but it bothers me that he’s on the
rebound and won’t admit it.

1 think he’s using Heidi in a big
way. Todd insists he wants a
long-term relationship. I've never
met Heidi, but I get the impres-
sion she is emotionally fragile and
needy, just like Todd. I think he’s
acting like a jerk, but talking to

Annie’s Mailbox

him does no good.
Worse, Todd’s behavior
sets a terrible example
for his two younger
siblings.

We don’t want Todd
to move out, because we
believe that would push
him further into this
unhealthy relationship.

— Stressed-Out Mom

Dear Stressed-Out:
Rebound relationships
can be devastating if
one person is more
invested than the other. Unfortu-
nately, there isn’t much you can
do. Todd needs consolation, and
he’s found someone to provide it.

If your younger children are
teenagers, you can discuss this
with them, why you

Dear Annie: This is for “Alba-
ny,” who wants to reconcile with
his 40-year-old daughter, but she
can't forgive him for divorcing her
mother and marrying the woman
he had an affair with. He should
respect his daughter’s wishes and
stop contacting her. He decided
on this tradeoff when he left his
wife for another woman.

This is happening in my home
right now. I neither encourage nor
discourage our children to see
their father. Slowly and surely he
slips away more and more from
them.

— Ex-Wife in Lubbock, Texas

Dear Ex-Wife: We received a
huge number of responses from
bitter ex-spouses who agree with
you. However, the relationship
between a parent and child is
different, and if there is any

disapprove of Todd's behavior.
Eventually, they may see for
themselves that Todd’s hasty
decision was misguided.

You might try to meet Heidi.
You are making assumptions
based on Todd’s presumed state of
mind, and it would be a good idea
to see exactly what's what.

of forgiveness and
reconciliation, we think it's bet-
ter than endless punishment and
permanent estrangement.

nnie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to

©2004 81 Keane, Inc
Dis. by King Features Syna
Taril

t, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

“Daddy, will you repair my sandwich?
I didn’t want it cut in two.”

“WHEN [ GET OLD ENOUGH, TM GONNA |
NOTE TO MAKE WINTER (AST 47/ YEAR

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

Creationism explained

Non Sequitur

[ RO ——
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SCOREBOARD
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AFN TV & Radio

Thursday
(d‘AdF)II-SDﬂﬂs.sa‘mA — NBA: Orlando at Utah
p.m. — College basketbal

FN-Sports, 1
anesma sthebrasia (dd)
~ Rodeo: National Fi-

nals (um)
9 p.m. — Golf: Target World
Chal\enge‘ i\rst round.
Friday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 am. — Cc\lege football:
m DEDol Awarﬂs Sho
Radio, 2 a.m. — an Antonio at

am. — NBA: San Antonio
— College basketball:

‘AFN-Sports, 430 a.m. — NBA Boston at
portiand.
AFN-S) o ollege asketball
connecticut 3t Massachusens I
-Sport:

: National

nals( id).
Ar-Sports, 330 pn. — NFL: NFL Films
Gameo heweek g,
pm. — Golf: Target World
chalke secort Found.

Al times Central European times did ind’-
cates delayed broadcast. All I
et R ISR www syt for
more information.

Pro football

Next: vs. Texas-Arlington, Wednesday, Dec.
is Arizona (5-2)
tah, Saturday.
‘Washington (6-1) beat San Diego State
lext: at Loyola Marymount, Sunday;

rihern lowa 76-73.
NerE 3 fowa StatesFricay:

1, Alabama (r- 1) beat Alabama State
mple, Saturday.
roinia (6.1 i ot play. Ne

not play. Next:

vs.

5. Fur-

Wed
0. Michigan State (4-2) did not play. Next:
vs, Stanford, Saturday.

eorge Washington (5-1) did not play.

Next: at St Francis, Pa, Saturday.
Siopi Stats (©:2) qld not play.
Next: s Arkansas Lite Rock: Saturday:

23, Maryland (4-2) did
N Garblia-Aghovile, Sanbs

94, Wisconsin (31 beat Wisconsin-Green
Bay 65-55. Next: at Marquette, Saturday.

%5, Gonzaga (61 beat Washin fton State
54-52. Next: vs. Saint Louis, Saturday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores

Albright 87, Wilkes A
Amherst 9, Worcester St. 60
Bard 73, Sarah Lawrence 56
Baruch 74, John Jay 49
Boston U. 52, Harvard 55
Brandeis 82, Clark U.

Bucknell 60, Robert Morris 45
Carnegie-Mellon 82, Hiram 49

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PF
New England 111 0 917330 189
NY. Jets 9 30 750254
Buffalo 6 5 0 500260224
Miami 210 0 167 19
south
Indianapolis 93 0 750431 263
Jacksonville 66 0 500198 225
Houston 57 0 417 236 289
Tennessee Norky & 0 333231 294
or
Pittsburgh 11 0 917273184  West Virginia 70, St. Bonave
Baitmora 730 38555 1ot eators Mack 73 Commcheut Cor. 67
Gincinnat 660 500268272  Willlams 76, Union, N.Y. 68
veland 35 0 250 240 308
West labama 72, A
san Diego S 3 0 750339 238 o col ufcharlestun 61
75 0 583274 22 revard 71, King, Tenn.
Kansas City 48 0 333341326 rvan 7L Alice Loy %
Oakland 4 8 0 333234328 utfalo 6, Elon G5, O
NATIONAL 57, Spaldin:
East ks Baptst 71
W LT pct PE um 7 Virginia 67
x-Philadelphia 11 1 0 .917 340 181 Delta St. 68
Ballas ERE ou\s\anaTech 75, Jackson t.
N Gants 270 41730930  Loyola Marymount 63, Sout Alabama 59
Washington 60 MiRm lercer 59r fort Valley St. 66
South iami 80, Fla. International 67
Adla &3 0 750 232 22 Id Dominion 70, Liberty 54
Carolina 57 0 417 249 257 , Spring Hill 60
Tampa Bay 5 7 0 417233 203 n, ky. 52 Covenant 74
New'rieans 360 BB irginia Union 78, Randol olph-Macon 57
North . Carolina 77, East Carol ina 72,07
en B: s o 583318 200 jest Georgia 81, Clayton S
Minnesota 720 38305 586 ton-Sslem & M3 HiT 80
Chicago 570 41719 235 uinas 75, Hop
Detroit w70 T 218 26 9 ‘ansﬁﬁz. Mo
, Karisas Wesleyan
e ClriEnE HEeomenas
Arizona 48 0 333192253 ey,
san anfrancisco, 11 0 083 198 aHS&ETSU VZI valley 72
e iy’ games adion St 6, Colorads College 4
Oakland at Atianta. oll. of the Ozarks 67, Evangel 60

mpa Bay af
PATelpa ot washmmnn

Kansas City at Tennessee

College basketba
Men’s AP Top 25 fared

Tuesday
1 Minos (7.0)did not play. Next: at Geor-
gefown, Thur:
Grsas (40) cid not play. Next: vs.
Texas Christian, Thursday.
Georola Tech 45 0) did not play. Next: vs.

acu ) lost to No. 5 Oklahoma
State 74-60. Next: vs. Singhamton, Saturday.
5. Oklahoma State (6-0) beat No. 4 Syra*
use T450. "Next: vs. Alabama-Birmingham,
Friday
&, Wake Forest (6-1) did not play. Next: at
Temple, Monday.
7. Connecticut (4-0) did not play. Next: at
Massachusetts, Thursday,
8, North Carofina (6-1) did not play. Next
Vs, Loyo\a of Chicago, S
e (5:0)did ot piay. Néxt: vs. Toledo,

10. Kentucky (4D did not play. Next: vs.
Morehead tate, Wednesday.
Pitsburgn (6:0) beat Memphis 7051,
Next: at penn State, Saturday,
rih Caroling State (64
NORE V. Liberty, Satordys
13. Louisville (4-1) did not play. Next: at
Florida, Saturday.
Ta Texas (61 beat North Texas 86-57.

) did not play.

ornerstone 93 Ol et Nazarene 82

ayton 62, Wyoming 57

 linols 86, Benemhclmel 1. 62
ochest

yemand o, Mosanaiin BapUst 77

ureka 77, Greenville 65

rinnell 115, Grand View 111

untington 75, Grace 66

linois st, 75, Alcorn st 62

d-Pur_ft. Wayne e, Utah st. 59

o aer, cmgmon 58
ake Forest 61, Knox 50
iarquette 76, 5. Dakota St. 60
ckendre 16, Brescia 62
ichigan 67, Nvgh ol

i Mankato 75, Concordia, st
ebTaSka Kearney S5, astings 1o
raska-Omaha s1. Wayne, keb: 73

orthedster St 75, M\ssoun Southern 61
ern st

iotre Dame, Ohio 81, concorma Whch. 61
Pittsburg St. 88, Rockhurst

Shawnee st 92, W. Va. Wesleyan 69,
E: ffmwesx St 83, Minn.-Mor

s 71

Ark.Little Rock 70, S. linois 53
Houston Bapist 106, Pal Quinn g6
Lamar 74, Texas-Pan American 66

om
Texas 86, North Texas 57
Texas St. 65, Uta valey 1,60
Texas Tech 81, . Arizona

Colorado 63, Callfora 60,

San Francisco 75, Sacramento St. 70
Washington 96, San Diego St. 69

‘EXHI
Bethany 87, Hood 78
Women's AP Top 25 fared

U @) did MO Next: at No. 16
Minssota Tus ay.
S tantord (5:) i not play. Next:vs.Pep-
perdine, Friday.
3:buke (7 1%id not play. Next:vs. Liberty,
nday

unday.
4 Texas (1) did not play. Next: at North
Texas, Thursday
it Carolina -1y did not play. Next:
vs coaslal Garoling, Sunday.
aylor (1) did ot play. Next: vs. Penn
stote 2ot
. Notre Dame (7-1) did not play. Next: at

urs
CEE 5 beat Harttord g5:32.
Next: at Arizona State, Tuesday,

3. Tennessee (-3 did not Py
No. 15 Depaul, S

To. Ohio Stat
Nebraska, Satur

11.”Georgia (5 ) lost to Arzona State
67:57. Next: vs. Augusta state,

1. ' State (&) dld not pay. Next:
. Eastern \Ihnols Thursday,

. Texa 1) did o play. Next: vs
o Roberts, Thursday.

14, Vanderbilt (6-0) did not play. Next: at
Western Kentucky, Thursda) ay.

13, Deraul ©0) did ot play. Next: at No.
21 Purdue, Thursd:

6. Minresota &1 did not play. Next: at
WSt OhGraen Bay, Wedrastay

17 Boston College (611 did not play. Next:

jednesday.
IS, UCLA (s -D) did not lay. Next: at Fresno

State, Saturd
and (6-1) beat st Bonaventure

51232, Next: v5, Monmoutn, fay.

20 Rutgers & nmanatplay extiva,prin-
ceton, Wedne
71 burdue (& 27 ma not play. Next: vs. No.
15 DePaul, Thur:

22. Houston (a 09 i not play. Next: at Ha-
wail, Thursday

BUTCU G zfmdnutmay Next: vs. Oklaho-
ma,

54, Arizon (6-1) did not play. Next: at No.
11 Georgia, Sunday.

25, Kansas State (4-2) did not play. Next: at
Missouri-Kansas City, Saturday.

Tuesday's women’s scores

e( 1) id not play. Next: vs.

EAST
Army 79, Brown 72

2
Boston U. 73, Cent, Connecticut st. 58
Brandeis orcest

Bucknel 66 Buftalo

GarnegieMellon 75, La Roche 40
Connecticut 55, Hartfor

Cormes a5 ey
Dickinson 65, McDaniel 62

w57,

Duauesne &, Pitsburgh 71

Elmira 61, Wilk

manusl 18, Ne bury 49

Fredonia St. 66, Penn St. Behrend 56

Gc(ysburg 71, Frankhn ‘&Marshall 58
Endicott do

fartwick 81, n72
oy e g, Rhode\ fanass
Johns Hopkins 4
Lebanon va VaHey 76 De\aware Vatey 73
on,
Kmgmount Vo, 63, ealoude
Mok ot 6, fidgewater Mass. 54
Mour St Vincent 6 . Eizabeth 35
NYCCT 65, Brook nd3
wEngland CoH 55, Wentworth Tech 48

B
Robert Morris 66, Longwood 54

Rochester 63, William Smith 50
Rochester Tech 72 Potsdam
ale 85 Kings Point 57

rsmussl P, ible 47
66, Coast Guard 64
S 4, St. Francis, Pa. 68
Witeme 5. keene st 40
UTH

\abama 74, UAB 55
rizona St. 67, Geo
rk.-Little Rock 52, chemenaryaa

D minghor Sauthorn 6 Rhodes 48
ryan 85, Alice Lloyd 57

: Mennonie 57, Washington & Lee 47
mory & Henry 65

urman 62, Elon 42

Hollns 51 Guiford

smith 75‘ oresbyterian 67

wberry 83, Converse 64

ter, Va. 55
ewanee 53, Em
Cras AGNE Corpus Christi 75 Tulane 57
usculum 68 Lees-MoRae

Ky. 68, C:
oA St T3, Coumbia Union 64
irginia Tech 66, Liberty 55

EST
ustana,S. 85, Northern St. 5.0. 80
wila 66, Kansas Wesleyan 56
ouis Pharmacy 33

antfa Baptist 53, Edgewbod a7

.-

orth Contral o, Banadichinell 66

lvet Nazarene 101 Trinty, Iil.82
iway 58

nt Louis 53
oring Arbor 68, Cornersione 58

t. Ambrose 67, Culver-Stockton 58
L Cloug St o4 Southwest St inn. 78

ul
jpper lowa 77, lowa Weslyn 49
Wheaton, Il. 60, Lake Forest 44
Wis.-Superior 65, Northwestern, Minn. 60

Houston Baptist 88, Paul Quinn 48
rkansas 68, Arkansas Baptist 34
Trinity, Texas 71, Texas Lutheran 46
WeST

llinois St. 89, Air For

Souhern Cal 68, 5an Diego 47

College football

Division I-AA playoffs

Semifinals.
Friday, Dec. 10
mes Madison (112 at Willam & Mary

Dec. 11
at Montana (11-2)
hampionship

Friday, Dec.
At Finley Stadium/Day

17
wenport Field
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Semifinal winners
Di n Il playoffs
‘Championship

urday,
At Braly Municipal Stadium
lorence, Ala.
(Slsburg St. (140) s, Valdosta State

Division Ill playoffs

Semifinals
saturday, Dec. 11

Championship
Saturday, Dec.18
Stagg Bow
lem

oo Sales
Semifinal winners

NAIA playoffs
chamvloninlv
Sal urday, Dec. 18
im Carroll Sladlum

A
1 (30) %s. Carroll, Mont.

College soccer

Men’s Division | tournament

Men's College Cup
At The Home Depot ‘Center
Carson, Calt

Se
Fiday, Dec,
amaBarhara(zo 1)
RIS S 18,15 v i 17 417
Shampionship,
Sunday, by
Semifinal winners

Tuesday’s transactions
SEBALL

American League
LTIMORE ORIOLES—Agreed

BAI to terms
with OF B.J. Surhoff on a one-year contract.
VALS—Agreed to terms

with RHP' Kevin Appier on a minor league

contract
INNESOTA TWINS—Agreed to _teams
with AP Brad Racke ona two year con:

ATHLETICS—Named Von H:

“Agreed to terms

with CDan vilgon on  oné-year contract

National Lea

ATLANTA_BRAVES—Named: Tim Conroy
speclal assistant to the general manag-
er-majorleague s
CHICAGO CUBS—Agreed to terms with S5
Nomar Garciaparra and 28 Todd Walker on
ear contracts and C Henry Blanco on a

MARLINS —Agreed to terms with
OF Lenny Harris on a minoi

0
0F Oriando almier on 2 one-year co
andtRHP s Springer on a minor league
ntra

(GELES DODGERS—Agreed to terms
Wit REP Bl Deosang or & one-yoar eon:

tract.
K METS—Agreed to terms with
RHP Mike Delean on a one-year contract.
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES ~Agreed to terms
with LHP Riveal Cormier on a-one-year co
ract
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS—Agreed to terms
ith RHP Cal Eidred, OF John Mabry and RHP
Matt Morris on one-year contracts.

National Basketball Association
o sota_ G Latrell
Sprewall 1oF one.garme Tor saling a soxual

yulgarty at & female fan during  Dec.

9INDiANA PACERS Actiated C Jef Foster
m_the injured list. Released F Britton

ohnsen:
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES —Placed G Jason Will-
fams on the njured lit, Activated G Antonio
Burks from ist.

NEW ) vonx ‘i ks plag

froi
X

ed G-F Anfernee
1 Brewer on the n-
ured list, Activated G Allan Hnusmn and G
gochie Norris from fhe injure
PHOENIX _SUNS—Activate
Gabarkapa from the e st piaced
Jackson Vroman on the mtu ed fist

ional Foatbal League
DENVER mnm:os mcedw Nate Jack-
son on injured
HOUSTON IEXAMS—PIaced S Marcus Cole-
man on injured reserve. Signed S Jamma
Lord from the practce squa
MIAMIDOLPHINS—Re-sigried RB Brock
Forsey: Released RB Leonard Henry,
EW YORK JETS —Signed DE Joey Evans to
the practice saua Rd easedslarrel\ Weav-
erfrom the practice squad.
USTA—Announced the retirement of Billie
Jean ng Fed Cup captain, Named Zina Gar
captain and signed her 0 a

LLEGE

Gneyear contract

Mary Hard (T2-1)
©hio (12:0)
Rowan, N.J. (10-2) at Linfield, Ore. (11-0)

ANK MCNAMARA

L
ON, THE NBA BRAWL J{i‘\‘; E&lOWQ

HAT SPORTS CROWDS
THE!R FEAR" OF PLAYERS Msow;
FANS UP lﬂ&

S|

THE NATIONAL HOCKEY. THE LESSON OF HOCKEY, THE NALPA WiLL
PLAYERS' UNION SAYS. mkr wm\ ME WHEN EVEN NFL SYMPATAIZE, BUT
THE OWNERS' LOCKOUT

lewlu. mlun ‘\'AE Y CAN THROW
370'!-5 @ FOOT,

-INCH ARMOR
AN AELUETS WITKOOT RECOLE

RESPONSIBILITY.

wom-
en’s bowling for the 2004-05 academic year.
BOISE STATE—Signed Dan Hawkins, foot-
?ha\l coaczh to a five-year contract extension
rou
343" ¢RRGLNA—Named Donnie Thomp-
son assistant football coach and defensive
line coact
ILLINOIS—Named Ron Zook football
—Named Kent Atkms asswstan(
atmekvc director for sports medicine and fa-
cilities, Bob Stoner assistant athlenc direc-
for for sports media and Gheryl Bell assis-
!an( aﬁ\\eﬂcd lirector.
IHATTAN—Announced the resigna-
Uuns Df Billy Walsh, men’s assistant soccer
d mhn Sanchez, women'’s assistant

LEGE—Announced the retire-
Vi football coach. Named Do-
i I.wedon fodtball
inced e resignation of
carl Forrelra; women's volleyball caach
ith assis:
tant SunIGHe dlrector Announced Junior
Linden Tibbets has left the men’s basketball

—Named llene Weintraub
women's tennis coach.

WESTERN MICHIGAN—Named Bill Cubit
football coacl
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[ NBA scoreboard

bound: 1in
Eastern A e 1 AsSi et ackee 5
Atanti {James &), Indiana 22 (lohnson 13). Total
Pt Gp fouls- Wik %3, indiana 26, Jechmi:
New York o Zindiana_ Defensive ' Three = Second.
goston T
Philadelphia 35
Toronto =0 2 Cavaliers 103, Nets 97
v " New RSy - Ewiliams 12 345,
Washington lins 810 14 17 Moyring 815 09 1, ma
fand Jefferson
Wiam; LRGSO 1S4, Scalabine 03 000, AW
Charlotte iams 00 0:0 0, Buford 26 0-0 4, Vaughn 1-1
Atlanta 092 Totle 38T 2331 97,
ens 1063 16 I auskassll??
i 7152216 Newble 13 002,
troit $now 13602 Traylor 230 T Vareia0 33
Milwaukee 83 B TS ot s aeds
Chicago 13133 8% Newler B Bpu-a
Fmeevoit coals—New Jersey &5 (K4
Western Conference &5, Jeferson -1, scalabine 0, Best 01,
isi ievelan arris 1-3, James 0-1, Mclnnis
Southwest Division @8 0-4). Fouled out~None. Rebounds—New Jer:
B o e Colins 8) Cleveland 34 Uigausias,
san Antonio 16 3 82 - 345 (Collins ®) Cleveland 44 (Jgauskas
pallas L7oes0 3 S Cevetand 23 Games, Ve 5
Nt 811 21 8 Total fouls—New Jersey 25, Cleveland 26,
), Technicals-tew Jersey Defensive” Thied
New Orleans 115 063 13 New Jersey Defensive Thy
seatte  orthwestDivision Clenaiand Detirve Trree Second:
Minnesota Hewr A 16556 (20,562).
Denver 007 58 M
Portland 8 500 s 96, Knicks 88
vtah pacific pivision 0T KThomas 6-150-012,T.Tho-
Silimen TR I Xy 15
acramento ;
CA-Cipp o760 4 3 & Norris Swe
- Lakers - 0 758 an ams s
o et sdaysgames 0 10 6716 LWright 15002 Watson 91015
Milwaukee 8. eapays 82 Miller 813 0.0 20, purks 25 02 Wels 3
Cloveland 103, Now Jersey 97
Nemphis 96, New York 88
Dallas 97, Minnesota 87
Phban 11 Coldon Siate 1 7
orame 2 e ford 3.8, T.Thomas 2.3, Marbury 1.3, Je Wil
Sacramentg 109, e e fams 0-f, Norrs 6-2). emphis &1 (iler
44, Watson 3-4, Battier 1-1, Burks 0-
pernuer a wasti Fouled out—L Wright. Rebounds—New Yorl
Minnesota 2t P";‘r"a“e"’”‘a 9 (Mohammed 17), Memphis 46 (Gasol 9
Toronto a betrol e A A Tl

27 (Gasol T tou
8. Technicals—
{15:000)

homas. A-15.241

Mavericks 97,
Timberwolves 87
1AS - Henderson L1 L 1 Novitz.

New Orleans
Houston
Three-Point _Goals—New ~ Orleans 3-15

(@ickau L2 Wesley 13, Freie | 1 6 Lynch 0.
Nailon 01, Garcia_0-

(Fadgert 23, Barres 1‘3. et

-3). Fou

16 14 23 28-81
2 21 16 30-89

Orleans 25,
w025 (17530

Slms 118, Warriors 104

STATE — avy 10-18 3-4 24,
VA 25356 Robaon o 155 glax’
fon 41300 §& "uRichardson 1321 24

T 0013, Sesny
50°0. Totals 4495 514

Houston 24

n Hur

4, Jacobsen osa 1-4

802, Gutlaw 0.0 0-00. To(a\soz 87 zs s
Goiden State

3 3531 36118
Fhree- Puthuz\s Golden Statc 830 (LA
chardso leavy 1.3, Mur-

n
phy n0-3), Proenix
820 (Johnson 2 Kash 3 arion 13- O

iardson 1-5, Barbosa 0-3). Fouled out—Clax-
fon. Rebounds--Golden Siate 56 (Dunieavy

demire, 1

o) Bhoentx
51 (Rash 1, Total fouls— Gomen State 22,
Phoenix 16, Technical Y. Robinson
5 Ejected—Robinson. A— 14272 (18.422).

Kings 109, Bobcats 92

CHARLOTTE . Kapono 6-16,0-0 13, Okafor
6 0-4 10, Ely 4-8 0-0 8, Hay
Kot .4 4 14, Ssmitn 57 a6, Bogant
10127, Slay 0, Rush 6-14 12 14, To-
Tl 35008 D51 o
0 = _Stojakovic 9-19 8:9 30,
Miler 614 1518 27, Ostertag’1-2 00 2
312 00 7, Songaiia
2 72 16, Barnes 1-4
5111 0,02, Danel= 00600, Martin
05000 Totals 56-51.30-34 1
Charlotte u zn np-2

Thrcepony Goals—Charlate 419 (sSmith

h 14 Kapono 18 Hart 0.1, Bogans
8 (Stojakovic
o1, E\hh A

\otte ) (Okafur 08 Sacramento aa ko
ic 12). Assists—Charlotts 6), Sacra-
Tento 25 (Christie. . Yota\ iolls- Gharlotte
27, Sacramento_18. Technicals—_Charlotte
CEach Sickersiar. A 153 Griny.

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The
Sacramento Kings won again.
And again, they failed to gain any
ground on the Phoenix Suns.

Peja Stojakovic had season
highs of 30 points and 12 re-
bounds, and Brad Miller scored
27 points in the Kings’ 12th victo-
ry in 13 games, 109-92 over the
Ch.Arlutte Bobcats on Tuesday

\Vllh Chris Webber sitting out
to rest his sore left knee, Darius
Songaila matched his career high
with 17 points and 11 rebounds in
Sacramento’s fifth straight win.

Bobby Jackson scored 16
points for the Kings, who have
lost just once in four weeks but
haven't been able to gain any
ground on the Pacific Divi-
sion-leading Suns, who also have
won 12 of 13.

“It’s a little early to be thinking
about the standings like that,”
Kings coach Rick Adelman said.
“Mike (D’Antoni) has got Phoe-
nix just playing great, and we've
been on a good run for a while,
t00.

“It's going to be about consi
tency in our division. We're just
going to try to stay at as high of a
level as possible. If we can stay

Streaking Kings stay
behind red-hot Suns

)

the Bobcats, who kept it close de-
spite having just nine players in
uniform one night after a dou-
ble-overtime loss to the Clippers.

Suns 118, Warriors 104: At
Phoenix, Steve Nash had 11 of his
26 points in the fourth quarter,
when the Suns rallied from seven
points down.

Amare Stoudemire had 33
points and 11 rebounds, Shawn
Marion had 23 points and 10 re-
bounds and Joe Johnson chipped
in 20 points for Phoenix.

Cavaliers 103, Nets 97: At
Cleveland, LeBron James scored
27 points and assisted on Lucious
Harris’ clinching three-pointer
with 6 seconds left as the
first-place Cavaliers won their
eighth straight at home.

The Cavaliers (12-6) have the
best record in the Eastern Confer-
ence — the first time they’ve had
that distinction after 15 games
since March 21, 1989, when they
were 48-17.

Mavericks 97, Timberwolves
87: At Minneapolis, Dirk Nowitz-
ki scored 34 points, including 23

Roundup

Friday's games 126612, Bradley 0-10-00. consistent and not go into a funk  ; a
Denver at Toronto” o TotaloSES 3126 Y Leaders fike Tast year, T think werl be 1 the second half, to snap the
New York at Washington INESOT szczermam 162218 car Through Dec. 6 L ’ Timberwolves’ five-game win-
Memphis at Miami nett 12-19.8-8 32, Madsen e et prs ave | fine. ning stre:
e o e persey 08, Cassell 3132 ”‘“W Nowitzki,Dall. 18 154 165 493 27.4 The Kings had a 15-0 run span- .
Pm\ade\vmaalch Hudson 3-7 0-0 7, Hoiberg 0- f' B t, 17 135 158 455 268 . . s 96, Knicks 88: At
Atlanta at T arer 0000 b Totis 3.7 131457, Bryant, LAL) 1132 150 4% 228 | ning halftime and easily held on o
acramants at Minnesota llas 282221 26-97  (yerson Bl 17 160 115 43 256 | for thei th vict 10 h Memphls Earl Watson scored a
Indiana at Milwauke Minnesq 387 3 o EC\ 160 91 427 281 or their nin ictory in ome ca high 22 it Si
Chariotte at Phoenix Yhreeboint_Go as—Dallas 620 (Howard Gl 17 160 o1 427 21| games this season. career-higl points, missing
rtiand at Utah 2:4, Nowitzki 2.6, erry 14, ade Mi MR “W d Chris, but it’s only one of his 10 shots, and Mike
B¥fando at Golden state Siacknouce 6.3) Mimaseta b3 (G134, S ‘e missed Chris, butit’s good Py PP 45 )
Szczerbiak 2. Hudson 12 Hoiberg 01, Cas: SAMETLNIN™ 19 1 58 38 534 | for everybody to take more re- er adde
Tuesday fas & (Wenderson 15) Mimesota 4 oar.  Duncan.SA 13 158 107 43¢ 25 | sponsibility,” Stojakovic said.  Rockets 89, Homets 81: At
Bucks 89, Pacers 86 nett 12), Assists pallas lgaéggpsggﬂn O Jamison Wash. 15 126 64 323 219 | “We did a pretty good job defen- Houston, Yao Ming scored 21
G MILWAUKEE  wason 813 57 21 smith  fouls—ballas 15, esota i é@n ih ‘." 14 %9 74 306 219 | sively and on the boards.” points and had nine rebounds,
-11 0-( adzuric 4-10 1-; e cals—Dallas cox ¥ i
7828 MWillams 3-8 0:06, Jamies 114 0-03,  coach Saunders. Ejected--Dalias coach Ner: ou 16 13 8 % sis | Webber sat out for the first and backup point guard Andre
g(zr\%k!)z%d 25226 xoazm]lzz]]-z'x‘ PIAC?S |7\8 s0n. A—16,235 (19,006). R;mdc\g Porl. le 122 %0 30 213 | time this season to rest his left arrett scored 10 of his 14 points
familton otals eHterson. knee, which required major sur-  in the fourth quarter.
UidoBin_ rionsssinr i rooer e ROCKets 89, Homnets 81 Jefen | i e wid 55 211 | Knee, Binch Yeauited malor sur- cks 89, Pacers 86: At India-
1-3 9, Harrison 6-7 1-3 13, Miller 11-18 6-6 32, NEW ORLEANS — _ Freije 3-10 2-2 9, Nailon G OFF DEF TOT AVG ing a playoff game in May 2003, lis, Michael Redd d 28
EGII02 000, Johnson 41 hers 705 Ll brown 565414 Hamngion 04 Gamett Mion. 1654 190 zi4 153 | In€  playofl game in May 2003, napolis, fichael Redd score
:113-47, Edwards 0:0 -0 0, Wesley 7-13 34 18, 7 | Greg Ostertag took Webber’s points to lead Milwaukee to its
Fow\kcs 0-0 0 0.0, Haislip 0-2 ﬂ 0 0 Tota\s 4 4 Marion, Phoe. 17 59 152 211 124 % e
371152286 i 2120 20 2889 Eio"ﬁhnun o ETS R RS Oheanan pelSy ™ 150 24 118 Smﬁ“;g iyol, but Songaila leX- first road win of the season. It
iwaukee — i - 5
indiana is1932-8  housto n 1300 2, Howard 3:6 @ st ave | celled in his most extensive play-  was the fifth straight loss for the
U ]3 int ad I o S( k‘ “ ]) ‘ dz 10 ‘%’?J?‘Zm%‘“.‘i?ﬁ%“i %zas‘ rgcasor%a Nash, Préohe H m }gg ing time this season. Pacers, the longest losing streak
ames 13 Redd L8 st and 0.0 ndiana arret aines night, v acquisition Kare S i .
518 (Wier 47, Flones 11 johnson 0T, Mutombo 0.7 000, Taylor 19238, Padgett  Marbury, 1t 1 '8 | New acquisition Kareem Rush for Indiana under second-year
il 01, Croshere 0-5). Fouled OUtoNone. 3553 B rorals 3271 313059, Tinsley, ind. 15 122 81 | scored 14 points in his debut with  coach Rick Carlisle.
Sponsored by:

M‘&

STARSY,

250 Buffalo Soldier 3112 Eagle base 2188
242 MY"BOYS" ARE BACK ansbach 2176
238 mukat Yokosuka 2176
238 adetennis Babenhausen 2174
236 Scarface Yokota 2174
234 TEXBALL CAMPBEL 2164
232 Bone-Daddy HQ, USAREUR, G2 2160
230 big dog 2156
230 derekcd0 1st Infantry Division 2146
228 KatinGermany Patch Barracks 2144

{STRIPES.

Best Overall Scores

giants#1
Bone-Daddy
STEELFROGWOOD

SPIELMEISTER 04
Rambi

Jaguar One

Joe Corleon
BengalsAlitheWay
habusaki

NUS

hhc 2/37 ar
HQ, USAREUR, G2
MAG-12

422 ABS RAF Croughton
Hohenfels

RAF Lakenheath

DoDDS (Stephen Decatur)
Misaw:

a
ECJ2-JAC-DSTE
friedburg

See websites for official
game rules.

Check this space every Thursday during the entire NFL season for the weeks Top Scores and

Best Overall Scores during the NFL Challenge.
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Senior-laden No. 5 Cowhoys
beat No. 4 Orange in Jimmy V

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Oklahoma
State has a roster even a longtime
coach like Eddie Sutton loves to
have.

There are six seniors on the
Cowboys, a team that reached the
Final Four last season. Nothing
makes a coach feel better than a
roomful of seniors.

The upperclassmen played a
big role in the fifth-ranked Cow-
boys’ 74-60 victory over No. 4 Syr-
acuse on Tuesday night in the
Jimmy V Classic.

“The seniors did a great job
when we broke the game open
and got ahead,” said Sutton, who
picked up win No. 761. “The se-
niors played the way they should
play. I didn’t think we played as
weil as we can, but we played bet-
ter in the becond half. Every
coach thrives on a veteran
ballclub, especially because we
went to the Final Four last year.”

Stephen Graham, Joey Graham
and Ivan McFarlin, all seniors,
each had 16 points for the Cow-
boys (6-0) and John Lucas and
Daniel Bobik, two other members
of that class, each hit a big
three-pointer in the second half.

“They have six seniors. I don’t
think anybody has that kind of ex-
perience and they have a great
coach,” Syracuse coach Jim Boe-
heim said. “That was a tremen-
dous, physical defensive battle.
We played defensively as well as
‘we can tonight.”

Stephen Graham had two
three-point plays as Oklahoma
State pulled away from a 45-all

y tie with 6:32
Men’s to play as the
Orange  (7-1)
Top 25 syt
LOLUTTTTM from the field
or the

free-throw line.

“That second half, we pmbahly
played as well as we can play,”
Sutton said. “That first half, I told
them they played like they had
never been coached. That first
half was one of the worst halves
T've seen in a long, long time.”

Bobik hit a three with 7 min-
utes left to give the Cowboys a
45-44 lead. Lucas then hit a
three-pointer — his first field
goal — to break that last tie and
start a 17-4 run that included Gra-
ham’s two big plays.

Ivan McFarlin scored with 2:20
to go to cap the run and give Okla-
homa State a 62-49 lead.

Gerry McNamara hit three
threes in the closing 1:23 to get
Syracuse within 66-60, but the Or-
ange couldn’t get any closer.

McFarlin had 12 rebounds as
the Cowboys finished with a
46-33 advantage on the boards.

Josh Pace had 20 points, two off
his career-high, for Syracuse,
while McNamara had 18 and
Hakim Warrick 13. Warrick, a c:
reer 64 percent free-throw shoot-
er, was just 5-for-13 from the line
and Syracuse was 7-for-22.

“Offensively, we have to get
some help for our three veterans
who are playing really well,” said
Boeheim, whose win total stayed
at 683. “If we don’t get some help,
we're going to struggle against
good teams and Oklahoma State

is as good as anybody in the coun-
y.”

Oklahoma State’s physical
man-to-man defense and Syra-
cuse’s vaunted 2-3 zone lived up
to their billings. Syracuse held a
22-21 halftime lead with neither
team able to shoot better than 36
percent.

It didn’t get much better for the
offenses in the second half until
Oklahoma State started to score
in transition to break the game

pen.

“In the first half, we were a lit-
tle too passive against the zone,”
McFarlin said. “In the second
half, we ran the transition really
well.”

No. 11 Pittsburgh 70, Mem-
phis 51: At New York, Carl
Krauser scored all but two of his
17 points at the free-throw line
for Pittsburgh in the first game at
the Jimmy V Classic.

Chris Taft had 13 points and 10
rebounds for Pittsburgh, which
opened with a 12-2 run and had
its first 20-point lead at 30-10
with 9:04 left in the first half.

Rodney Carney led the Tigers
(5-3) with 18 points.

No. 14 Texas 86, North Texas
57: At Austin, Texas, Brad Buck-
man scored 18 points and blocked
seven shots to lead the Longhorns

Leonard Hopkins scored 13 to
lead North Texas (3-3).

No. 16 Washington 98, San
Diego St. 69: At Seattle, Nate
Robinson scored 24 points and
Tre Simmons added a ca-
reer-high 23 for the Huskies

AP

Oklahoma State guard John Lucas, right, drives for a layup against
Syracuse forward Hakim Warrick on Tuesday night at Madison Square
Garden in New York. Oklahoma State defeated Syracuse 74-60.

(6-1), off to their best start since
1997-98.

Marcus  Slaughter had 21
points for San Diego State (4-2).

No. 17 lowa 76, N. lowa 73:
At Jowa City, Iowa, Greg Brunner
scored 23 points and the
Hawkeyes (7-1) held off a late
rally by Northern Iowa (3-2).

Jacobson scored 25 points for
the Panthers.

No. 18 Alabama 72, Alabama
St. 54: At Montgomery, Ala.,
Kennedy Winston scored 21
points and Chuck Davis had 18
points and nine rebounds for the
Crimson Tide (7-0).

Reserve George Savage had 14

points to lead the Hornets (1-4).

No. 24 Wisconsin 65, Wiscon-
sin-Green Bay 55: At Madison,
Wis., Mike Wilkinson scored 18
points and Wisconsin (5-1) ex-
tended the longest home winning
streak in Division I to 32 games.

Josh Lawrence and Javier
Mendiburu each scored 10 points
to lead Wisconsin-Green Bay
4-2).

No. 25 Gonzaga 54, Washing-
ton St. 52: At Pullman, Wash.,
Ronny Turiaf scored 17 points for
the Bulldogs (6-1).

Josh Akognon and Randy
Green led Washington State (3-3)
with 12 points each.

Malone won’

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Karl Malone
has ruled out a return to the Los
Angeles Lakers because of com-
ments made by Kobe Bryant in a
radio interview, Malone’s agent
said Tuesday.

“Karl is furious,” agent Dwight
Manley told The Associated
Press. “He felt very disrespected
and betrayed after personally
being the first to stand up for
Kobe over the last year through-
out his rape charge and all he
went through.”

Manley said remarks made by
Bryant on Monday, coupled with
‘what the agent called “recent per-
sonal attacks made in private,”
led Malone to his decision.

Asked if Malone might play
elsewhere, Manley replied: “This
certainly opens up that possibili-

Manley first told radio station
KMPC of Malone’s decision.

Malone said later Tuesday that
he would rather not use “those
strong words on saying I'm not
coming bac

“I didn’ t come to take any-
body’s glory, anybody’s acco-
lades, anybody’s anything,” Mal-
one told KCBS-TV in a telephone
interview.

“But if it seems to me that that
is what I'm doing, then I would
rather move on and turn the page

t return to Lakers because of Bryant’s comments

inmy life.
“If  that's

N_BA your star play-
briefs [

you
team, right? I don’t want to be any-
body’s distraction.”

Bryant told XTRA on Monday
he didn’t believe Malone, who is
recovering from knee surgery,
would come back to the Lakers,
calling it “just intuition.”

“It’s not really fair to hold it
over the guys’ heads that are
here,” Bryant said. “The guys
that we have here are working
hard, practicing hard every day.
It's kind of tough for them to be
looking over their shoulder, won-
dering if he’s going to come back
and then everybody is going to
disappear.

“They are here giving me 110
percent. It's really not fair for us
to sit around and speculate how
long this is going to go on. I mean,
you can’t sit up here and specu-
late for the remainder of the sea-
son whether or not he is going to
come back. I mean, that’s not fair
to the guys that are working
here.”

Lakers General Manager
Mitch Kupchak said in a state-
ment he hoped Manley’s com-
ments did not accurately reflect
Malone’s feelings about returning
to the Lakers.

“If so, it is unfortunate that he
would make such a decision
based on the reason given,” the
statement added. “Kobe Bryant’s
interview ... merely reflected his
personal opinion that Karl would
probably not return to play this
season. Kobe did not at any time
state that Karl was not returning,
nor was Kobe speaking on behz
of lhe Lakers management or or-
geniz i

Malone 41 told the Lakers on
Oct. 1 he was still recovering
from arthroscopic surgery he un-
derwent three months earlier on
his right knee and wasn’t ready to
play. But he didn’t rule out return-
ing at some point this season or
beyond.

Malone, the second-leading
scorer in NBA history, opted out
of his $1.65 million contract fol-

lowing last season, making him a
free agent

Sprewell suspended one game
for comments made to fan
NEW YORK — Latrell

Sprewell was suspended for one
game by the NBA on Tuesday for
velling a sexual vulgarity at a fe-
male fan during a game, the latest
episode of a player clashing with
spectators.

The penalty was harsher than
those issued in the past by the
league office for on-court out-
bursts. The NBA has been particu-
larly concerned about conflicts
between players and fans follow-
ing a nasty brawl in Detroit 2%4
weeks ago that spilled into the
stands.

Sprewell responded to a female
heckler with a sexually vulgar

term that was clearly picked up
by a courtside microphone and
broadcast by television stations
KTLA in Los Angeles and KSTC
in Minnesota.

Clippers’ Brand suspended

one game for shoving Okafor

NEW YORK — Elton Brand of
the Los Angeles Clippers was sus-
pended for one game Tuesday by
the NBA for shoving Charlotte’s
Emeka Okafor during the fourth
quarter of Monday night’s Char-
lotte Los Angeles game.

Brand wheeled and delivered a
hard shove to Okafor’s face and
was immediately ejected. The
foul was judged a category two fla-
grant foul.

Brand must sit out the Clip-
pers’ game Friday night against
the Los Angeles Lakers.
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Union gets OK to work toward steroid agreement

BY BETH DEFALCO

The Press

the intensity following reports of
grand ]ury testimony in a steroid

PHOENIX — Baseball players
told their lawyers to work tow:
anew agreement with owners on
tougher testing for steroids.

After negotiations with manage-
ment were outlined to the execu-
tive board of the players’ associa-
tion Tuesday, union head Donald
Fehr said the board “authorized
us to attempt to conclude an
agreement consistent with those
discussions.”

Commissioner Bud Selig re-
peatedly has called for more fre-
quent testing and harsher penal-
ties for steroid use, stepping up

that includes Barry
Bonds, Jason Giambi and Gary
Sheffield.

Gene Orza, the union’s chief op-
erating officer, said Monday that
discussions toward a new agree-
ment had advanced but the sides
were still apart. Management ex-
pects talks to resume next week.

“We're very pleased they're
coming to the table, and we hope
we can achieve a program that
works,” said Bob DuPuy, base-
ball’s chief operating officer.

About 40 players were present
at the meeting, union spokesman

Greg Bouris said. Players leaving
the meeting declined comment or
said they “could not” discuss
what was said during the talks.
“I'm happy to see the union
come together. We really need to
clear up the public perception of
what’s going on,” Oakland out-
fielder Eric Byrnes said from Cali-
fornia in a phone interview Tues-
day night. “It’s been lough be-
cause we haven’t had a voice.
“The biggest thing is that the
public knows it's not as promi-
nent as media and some outside
sources are making it out to be.
“Do I think it’s right? No, abso-
lutely not. In every walk of life, in
every profession for hundreds of

years, people have been looking
to get an advantage. The Kids,
who are the most important part
of this thing, need to know that
this isn’t OK.”

Fehr defended the current pro-
gram, saying it would work if “it
had been given time.”

“The preliminary indications,
although I cannot go into details,
are that the testing program we
had this year had some pretty sig-
nificant, positive effects,” he said.
“That doesn’t mean, given the ex-
perience we had, that there can’t
be amendments that would be
even better.”

Fehr said he and Arizona Sen.
John McCain, who has threat-

ened to propose federal legisla-
tion that would override the
drug-testing provisions in base-
ball’s collective bargaining agree-
ment, spoke earlier in the week.
Fehr expected they would talk
again before the meeting ended
Thursday.

Each player was tested once in
2004 during a period between the
start of spring training and the
end of the regular season.

1In 2003, anonymous tests were
conducted as a survey, and 5 to 7
percent came back positive. Fehr
thought the number of positive
tests declined this year, but didn’t
provide specifics.

“What you will see is a signifi-
cant reduction,” he said.

Cubs re-sign
Garciaparra,
Radke stays

in Minnesota

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Nomar Garciaparra
stayed with the Chicago Cubs, Brad Radke
remained with Minnesota and the New
York Yankees looked ahead to deals with
pitcher Jaret Wright

and second baseman
CEECLE Tony Womack a5 the
LGl first  big  deadline
passed for teams and

roundup  [Fsapey

On a day when 13
free agents agreed to contracts, St. Louis
kept pitchers Matt Morris and Cal Eldred,
along with outfielder John Mabry on Tues-
day.

Forty-one players were offered arbitra-
tion by the midnight deadline, up from 25
last year. Carlos Beltran and Roger Clem-
ens (Houston), Adrian Beltre (Los Ange-
les) and Carl Pavano (Florida) were
among those given arbitration offers; they
have until Dec. 19 to accept and can
re-sign with their former teams through
Jan. 8.

Among those not offered arbitration
were third baseman Troy Glaus, the 2002
World Series MVP (Anaheim); first base-
man Carlos Delgado (Toronto); outfielder
Steve Finley (Los Angeles); outfielder Mag-
glio Ordonez (Chicago White Sox) and
pitchers Eric Milton and Kevin Millwood
(Philadelphia).

Garciaparra agreed to an $8 million,
one-year contract to remain with the Cubs,
the team that acquired him from the Red
Sox at the end of July. If he stays healthy,
he could make up to $11 million with Chica-

go.

“I really loved playing there, I really
loved the experience I had in the short
time I was there,” he said. “I just felt Chica-
go is the best place for me. I'm looking for-
ward to going out there and, hopefully,
turning this into a long-term relationship.”

Radke got an $18 million, two-year deal
from the Twins. He went 11-8 with a 3.48
ERA in 219%; innings last season, teaming
with AL Cy Young Award winner Johan
Santana to form an outstanding duo at the
top of Minnesota’s rotation.

“I think it turned out for the best for both
sides,” Radke said. “It feels good. You
know, the Twins always said that 1 was
their top priority to sign this year and I feel
the same way. 1 feel the Twins were my

Nomar Garciaparra agreed to an $8 million, one-year contract with the Chicago Cubs on
Tuesday. Garciaparra, who was traded to the Cubs from the Boston Red Sox at the end of
July, could make up to $11 million if he stays healthy.

first priority, and I'm just glad it got done.”

St. Louis completed a trio of deals just be-
fore the midnight deadline. Morris, a
22-game winner in 2001 but 15-10 with a
4.72 ERA last season, got a $2.5 million,
one-year contract and the chance to earn
$4.5 million more in performance bonuses.
Mabry ($725,000) and Eldred ($600,000)
also got one-year deals.

Wright, who will turn 29 on Dec. 29,
went 15-8 with a 3.28 ERA in a big come-
back season with the Atlanta Braves this
year, but lost both his starts in the playoffs.

New York offered salary arbitration to
Jon Lieber and Orlando Hernandez before
Tuesday’s midnight deadline, giving the
team until Jan. 8 to re-sign two key mem-
bers of last season’s rotation.

However, Lieber appeared headed for
Philadelphia or Cleveland.

The Yankees also reached a preliminary
agreement with Womack on a $4 million,
two-year contract, giving New York a start-
ing second baseman to replace Miguel
Cairo.

While no announcements were made,
both Yankees deals were confirmed by a
baseball official who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Womack’s agreement was subject to him
passing a physical. After undergoing elbow
surgery before last season, the speedy lead-
off hitter helped the Cardinals reach the
World Series, batting .307 with 26 stolen
bases and 91 runs.

In addition to Garciaparra, Chicago
agreed to a $2.5 million, one-year contract

with second baseman Todd Walker, and a
$2.7 million, two-year contract with catch-
er Henry Blanco.

Philadelphia agreed to a $5.25 million,
two-year deal with left-hander Rheal Corm-
ier, Seattle settled on a $1.7S million,
one-year contract with catcher Dan Wil-
son, the New York Mets held on to
right-hander Mike DeJean for $1.15 mil-
lion and Baltimore kept outfielder B.J.
Surhoff for $1.1 million.

Houston agreed to two deals, an
$800,000, one-year contract with outfielder
Orlando Palmeiro and a minor league con-
tract with right-hander Russ Springer.
Also, right-hander Kevin Appier launched
another comeback bid, agreeing to a minor
league contract with the Kansas City Roy-

Bostun offered arbitration to Martinez,
Derek Lowe and Jason Varitek along with
shortstop Orlando Cabrera, pitchers Pedro
Astacio and Mike Myers, infielder Pokey
Reese and first baseman David McCarty.

“Some of them were offered arbitration
with the understanding they won’t accept
arbitration,” Red Sox General Manager
Theo Epstein said. “That simply extends
our window. Sometimes making good deci-
sions takes time.”

In addition, teams get amateur draft
picks as compensation when they offer ar-
bitration to top free agents who sign else-
where.

Because of that, several deals that were
close to completion will be finalized later
this week.

Left-hander
Leiter back
with Marlins

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Al Leiter signed a one-year
contract with the Florida Marlins on
Wednesday, leaving the New York Mets
and returning to the team he helped pitch
to the 1997 World Series title.

The 39-year-old left-hander had spent
seven years with the Mets, going 10-8 with

a 3.21 ERA last season. The Mets did not
uffer him salary arbitration before Tues-
day’s midnight deadline, allowing the Mar-
lins to sign him without giving up a draft
choice.

Leiter, a South Florida resident, pitched
for the Marlins in 1996 and 1997. He
pitched the team’s first no-hitter in 1996
and left the Marlins after the World Series
season for the Mets. He also pitched in the
2000 World Series, where the Mets lost to
the New York Yankees.

He joins a rotation that features
right-handers Josh Beckett and A.J. Bur-
nett, plus left-hander Dontrelle Willis. The

arlins have also offered arbitration to
their top 2004 starter, Carl Pavano, who
was 18-8 with a 3.00 ERA before choosing
free agency after the season.

White Sox cut ties
with OF Ordonez

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Chicago White Sox
cut ties with Magglio Ordonez on Tuesday,
declining to offer arbitration to their
All-Star right fielder.

By not offering Ordonez arbitration, the
White Sox lost their right to re-sign him
until May 1. They also won’t get any com-
pensation if he signs with another team.

Ordonez is a career .307 hitter with 187
homers and 703 RBISs, but the decision was
no surprise because the White Sox were
never able to evaluate his surgically re-
paired left knee. Ordonez only played 52
games last season because of the injury,
and had a second surgery in September.

“There are mher things we are focused
on right now,” General Manager Kenny
Williams said Monda

Ordones missed 36 ¢ games after injuring
his left knee May 19, then went on the dis-
abled list for good on July 22 with bone mar-
row edema. Ordonez is scheduled to hold a
‘workout at this weekend’s winter meetings,
but that was too late for the White Sox, who
couldn’t risk offering him arbitration with-
out more details on his health.
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Utah’s Smith goes
from obscurity to
Heisman hopeful

BY DOUG ALDEN
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — So much
has changed in Alex Smith’s life
the past two years, he’s still trying
to sort through it all.

He’s gone from being a frustrat-
ed freshman considering a trans-
fer to leading Utah into college
football’s elite as the first team
from a mid-major conference to
play in a Bowl Championship Se-
ries bowl game. The next stop on
his meteoric rise could be New
York for Saturday’s Heisman Tro-
phy presentation.

He'll find out Wednesday if
he’s a finalist in a tightly contest-
ed race that is sure to leave at
least a couple of vi-
able  candidates
out of the mix.

“People ask me
if I want to win the
Heisman.
course I'd love to.
But I just want to
20" ‘the junior
quarterback said.
“I think the experi-
ence would be
great. If's some-
thing not too many
people get to go to
in their life.”

Smith’s  statis-
Lics are as good as

quarter-
back‘s but play-
ing in the Moun-
tain West Confer-
ence, those num-
bers get called
into question be-
cause of the quali-
ty of competition.
So his 28 touch-
down passes, four interceptions
and 2,624 passing yards seem to
carry an asterisk. Despite com-
pleting 66 percent of his passes
and rushing for 10 touchdowns,
he’s still considered a long shot to
win the Heisman.

But by guiding the fifth-ranked
Utes to an 11-0 record and a spot
in the Fiesta Bowl, he might make
the cut and get to go to New York
— which surprises Smith as
‘much as anybody.

“I didn’t know how I compared
to other quarterbacks. I didn’t
know how much publicity we
were going to get. That was the
part that was so shocking to me.
It's still shocking to me right
now,” Smith said. “When you’re
an athlete at Utah, you've had
that mind-set for a long time be-
cause you probably didn’t get re-
cruited by big schools.”

If Smith does go, he may be sit-
ting with an old friend. Southern
California running back Reggie
Bush was one year behind Smith
at Helix High School outside San
Diego and could also be a Heis-
man finalist.

“He took a much more direct
route,” Smith said of Bush.

Smith wasn’t widely recruited
and ended up at Utah, where he
spent a discouraging first semes-
ter under former coach Ron
McBride.

He played in two games late in

Utah's Alex Smith did not
start until the third game of
last season. This year he has
thrown for 2,624 yards with
28 touchdowns and four
interceptions. The junior has
also rushed for 10 scores.

the season as the Utes tried to
snap out of a six-game losing
streak, losing a year of eligibility.

Smith was so disheartened he
thought about transferring if
McBride stayed. McBride was
fired after the season, so Smith de-
cided to wait to see who was tak-
ing over. When he found out it
was Urban Meyer from Bowling
Green, he wasn’t quite sure what
to think.

“Honestly, when they an-
nounced i, I didn’t know who he
was and I had been following it
pretty closely,” he said.

That was two years ago this
month and was a bigger turning
point in Smith’s life than he knew.
Smith battled  upperclassmen

Brett Elliott_and

Meyer’s
spread offense.

As the youngest
of the bunch,
Smith said he got
the most atten-
tion.
“Everything T
did was wrong
and we were
going to change
it,” Smith said.
“My release was
too slow so we’ve
got to speed that
up. We're going to
change how you
throw the ball.
We're going to put
30 pounds on you.
You're too small.
We've got to get
you faster. ...”

Meyer did succeed in getting
Smith bigger. At 6 feet 4, he was
only about 180 pounds when
Meyer took over. He weighs
about 210 now, still a little on the
light side.

Learning the offense was a big-
ger challenge.

“He’s gone from being a
third-string_quarterback to the
best in college football,” said
Meyer, who accepted the coach-
ing job at Florida last week. “I
still believe that. I know some of
these other guys are starting to
put up some numbers, but I still
believe Alex is as gnnd as any-
body in the country.”

Smith didn’t take over until the
third game of the 2003 season.

Elliott had broken his wrist,
leaving Smith as the starter
against California. Smith complet-
ed 18 of 28 passes and rushed for
atouchdown in his starting debut,
a31-24 victory over the Bears.

“That’s when things really start-
ed to make sense to me as far as
understanding  the  offense.
Things clicked as far as what we
were trying to do,” Smith said.
“All of a sudden, I was like ‘OK, I
kind of get this” Everything
slowed down for me.”

As for this season, there’s still
the Fiesta Bowl against Pitts-
burgh.

“This is like, the season’s not
done,” Smith said. “We still have
something to prove.”
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Southern Cal i
downs with six interceptions this season. Leinart finished sixth in Heisman Trophy balloting in 2003.

25-1 when junior QB Matt Leinart (11) starts. He has passed for 2,990 yards and 28 touch-

Southern Cal thankful for injury
that pushed Leinart to gridiron

Shoulder problem in high school made him quit baseball

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Matt Lein-
art was quite a baseball prospect,
showing so much promise as a
left-handed pitcher that scouts
took notice before high school

“I threw heat, man,” he said
with a smile. “That's really what T
wanted to do. And then, I blew
my shoulder out, right after foot-
ball season my freshman year.”

Leinart would never pitch
again, instead changing his focus
to football.

Good move.

Since succeeding Carson Palm-
er as Southern California’s start-
ing quarterback 15 months ago,
Leinart has guided the top-ranked
Trojans to a 25-1 record.

Leinart finished sixth in Heis-
man Trophy balloting as a sopho-
more last season, and he’s among
the leading contenders for this
year’s award, to be presented Sat-
urday in New York. The finalists
will be announced Wednesday.

It all began for Leinart with
that shoulder injury.

“It’s crazy how everything fell
into place,” Leinart said.

Leinart'’s shoulder was dam-
aged to the point that he needed
reconstructive surgery. And that
wasn’t the worst of it. Leinart’s
doctor recommended that as a pre-
caution he not play competitive
sports as a sophomore at Mater
Dei High in suburban Santa Ana.

“It was pretty tough on him,”
said Leinart’s father, Bob.

That’s an understatement.

“I was really depressed,” Lein-
art said. “Sports was my whole
life. (But) it definitely made me a
better person, going through that
s0 young. But it sure was hard.”

The 6-foot-S, 225-pound Lein-
art went on to become a star at
Mater Dei, but he had to wait his
turn at USC. And he almost got
passed over, barely winning the
starting quarterback job in a tight
battle with three others in the
spring of 2003.

Leinart hadn’t thrown a pass at
USC when he took his first snap
at Auburn the following fall, and

he had to fill the shoes of the Heis-
‘man Trophy-winning Palmer.

No problem. Leinart passed for
3,556 yards and 38 touchdowns
with only nine interceptions in
leading the Trojans to a 12-1
record and The Associated Press
national championship.

Some said the presence of Mike
Williams and Keary Colbert, two
of the country’s top wide receiv-
ers, had a lot to do with Leinart’s
success.

Maybe so, but it was more of
the same this year while breaking
in new starting receivers. Leinart
has passed for 2,990 yards and 28
touchdowns with only six inter-
ceptions in leading No. 1 USC
(12-0) to the Bowl Championship
Series title game in the Orange
Bowl against No. 2 Oklahoma.

“Matt’s made a huge progres-
sion since he’s been here,” USC
tight end Alex Holmes said.
“Since he started playing, he’s
been spectacular.”

Offensive coordinator Norm

Among Division I-A players, Matt
Leinart ranks in the top 10 in
touchdown passes (28, sixth),
completion percentage (66.6%,
eighth), passer rating (154.5,
ninth), completions (251, ninth)
and passing yards (2,990, 10th).

Chow says Leinart is as good as
any quarterback he’s coached —
and that's great company. Along
with Palmer, Chow has tutored
Philip Rivers at North Carolina
State, and Steve Young, Ty Det-
mer and Jim McMahon, at BYU.

Leinart became a Heisman can-
didate not long after the
21-year-old junior led the Trojans
to their co-national title last sea-
son. Then it got a big boost on
Nov. 27, when he passed for a ca-
reer-high 400 yards and a school
record-tying five touchdowns in a
41-10 victory over Notre Dame.

He might have come back to
the pack last week, though. He
was an efficient 24-for-34 for 242
yards with one interception in
USC’s 29-24 victory over UCLA.
He didn’t throw a touchdown
pass for the first time as a starter.

Meanwhile, Leinart’s back-
field-mate Reggie Bush ran for
204 yards and two stunning TDs
against the Bruins to bolster his
Heisman résumé.

The mild-mannered Leinart
has taken all the hype and atten-
tion in stride.

“He is very laid back,” his fa-
ther said. “Nothing bothers him.
He doesn’t mind pressure. That’s
how he is, all the time. Except on
the field. He’s intense, but still
calm. Where that comes from,
I'm not sure. Don’t ask me. It
cracks me up.”

Leinart said playing baseball
before large crowds as early as
age 11 helped mold him.

“That’s one of the reasons I'm
known as a cool, poised quarter-
back,” he said. “It’s just my per-
sonality. T just go with the flow,
don’t stress out about little things.
T'm not going to get caught up in
all the pressure, all the hype. It
can all be taken away from you at
any time.”

Leinart’s steady leadership and
calm demeanor in many ways
have defined the Trojans during
their 21-game winning streak.

“As a parent, the best thing
about Matt is he’s a great kid,”
the elder Leinart said. “He’s
grounded, he’s not cocky. The
spotlight hasn’t changed him at
Al
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Urban renewal under way at Florida

After whirlwind weekend, Meyer arrives in Gainesville ready to work

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — When
Urban Meyer moved from Notre
Dame to Bowling Green to Utah
in five years, he explained the re-
locations to his three children by
telling them he was like a moun-
tain climber trying to get to the
top.

After accepting the Florida job
last week, his 6-year-old son sim-
ply asked, “Daddy, are you there
yet?”

Meyer smiled and responded,
“Yes, this is the top.”

Few would disagree.

The former Utah coach was for-
mally introduced at Florida on
Tuesday, getting a campus tour
and meeting his new team for the
first time since agreeing to a
seven-year, $14 million contract.

He said all the right things, too.
He talked about winning champi-
onships, praised coach Steve
Spurrier and said he has no aspi-
rations to coach in the NFL. He

Florida’s new head football coach
Urban Meyer speaks to the media
Tuesday in Gainesville, Fla.

even took shots at Florida State
and Tennessee, recalling famed
Spurrier lines about “Free Shoes
University” and “You can’t spell
Citrus without UT.”

“This is a place you can put
your feet down hopefully for a
long time,” he said.

Although Meyer will coach the
fifth-ranked Utes against No. 19
Pittsburgh in the Fiesta Bowl, he
already has started working for
the Gators. He called recruits
over the weekend and began
what will be a difficult month of
transition from one program to
the other.

He spent the weekend celebrat-
ing his team’s Bowl Champion-
ship Series berth, had dinner with
Florida athletic director Jeremy
Foley on Monday and flew to
Gainesville on a private jet with
his wife and three children Tues-
day morning.

Then he got a complete tour,
capped by a visit to Ben Hill Grif-
fin Stadium.

His eyes widened as he walked
into “The Swamp” and noticed
references to the six Southeast-
ern Conference titles, the two He-
isman Trophy winners and the

1996 national championship. He
also saw an altered photo of him-
self — wearing an orange and
blue Gators jacket — on both
scoreboards along with a wel-
come message.

He already knew expectations
would be high, but his trip into
the recently renovated stadium
made it a reality.

“Is it the toughest conference
in the country? Absolutely. Is it
one of the toughest schedules in
the country? Absolutely. Can we
recruit the best student-athletes
in the country? Absolutely. It’s a
great challenge and it is different.

“To stand here and say that we
had some great success at Bowl-
ing Green and some great suc-
cess at Utah, we know we have to
work that much harder to have
great success here.”

The Gators fired coach Ron
Zook in October after a 20-13
record in two-plus seasons, sever-
al close losses, some notable late
collapses and a heated encounter
with members of a campus frater-
nity.

Utah promotes
Whittingham
to head coach

The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah
defensive coordinator Kyle
‘Whittingham was hired as the
school’s football coach to re-
place Urban Meyer.

Whittingham ~rejected an
offer from rival BYU to take
the Utes’ job. He was to be in-
troduced at a news conference
Wednesday, Utah sports infor-
‘mation director Liz Abel said.

Whittingham will replace
Meyer as Utah’s coach follow-
ing the Jan. 1 Fiesta Bowl.
Meyer was introduced Tues-
day as the new coach at Flori-
da.

Whittingham was to have led
the Utes’ Tuesday practice, but
didn’t attend to consider the of-
fers from the two schools.

Whittingham will have to
start building his own staff im-
mediately. Offensive coordina-
tor Mike Sanford was hired
Monday to coach UNLV, and
both he and Meyer could take
any number of assistant coach-
es with them.

[llinois players satisfied Zook is

BY JIM PAUL
The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — After Ili-
nois fired football coach Ron
Turner, some of the players he
left behind started doing some re-
search. They decided very quick-
ly that Ron Zook would be a good
fit for their team.

Turns out athletic director Ron
Guenther agreed.

Zook became Illinois’ 22nd
head football coach Tuesday, and
promised to turn around a pro-
gram that has struggled to just
four victories in the past two sea-
sons.

“Once we heard the name Ron
Zook, he was, I think, the players’
choice,” defensive tackle Ryan
Matha said. “He’s the guy that all
the players wanted to come in
here. I know Mr. Guenther proba-
bly didn’t know that, but it all
worked out well.”

Running back E.B. Halsey said
he spent some time watching
Zook’s video highlights.

“You could just see that energy
that he’s going to bring to the side-
line,” Halsey said. “I saw [in] one
clip he had to chest bump one of
the players. Everybody’s excited
for that.”

Zook, 50, takes over a program
that Guenther decided had
“reached a point of no return” in
the recruiting department. The Til-
ini have won only five Big Ten
games since winning the confer-
ence championship under Turner

become difficult.

But Zook brings a reputation as
atireless recruiter.

“Recruiting is the lifeblood of
college football,” he said Tues-
day. “It's a 24/7 job.”

Zook said the third phone call

right man for the job

he made after taking the job late
Monday afternoon — after calling
his wife and brother — was to the
coach of a player he had been try-
ing to recruit.

Zook has a five-year contract at
Tllinois, worth about $1 million a
year, said university spokeswom-
an Robin Kaler.

Guenther's search took 14 days
and he said he talked to several
candidates, although he would
not identify them.

“[ think this was a great pro-
cess,” said Interim Chancellor Ri-
chard Herman, who approved

Zook’s hiring. “We really did
search far and wide.”

Zook was fired at Florida on
Oct. 25, two days after the Gators
lost at Mississippi State. But he
coached the Gators for the rest of
the season and led them to a 3-1
record in their final four games
and an invitation to the Peach
Bowl.

In three seasons at Florida, he
went 23-14 with impressive victo-
ries over eventual national cham-
pion LSU last season and an upset
of Florida State on Nov. 20, the Ga-
tors’ first win in Tallahassee since
1986.

Petrino staying put at Louisville

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Louis-
ville coach Bobby Petrino said
Tuesday he plans to stay with the
Cardinals, taking himself off the
market for teams with coaching
vacancies.

“I want to make it clear that
T'm not interested in any other
coaching jobs, and am happy at
the University of Louisville,” Pet-
rino said in a statement issued by
the school.

The statement came after the
Mississippi athletic director Pete
Boone said that Petrino’s agent
had contacted him about that
school’s coaching vacancy. Boone
said the agent later called back to
say the coach was no longer inter-
ested.

Louisville athletic director
Tom Jurich said Tuesday night
he was worried he wouldn’t be
able to convince Petrino to stay.

“If I was an athletic director at
any of these high-profile universi-
ties, he'd be the first guy on my
list,” Jurich said.

College foothall briefs

“He’s put together a magnifi-
cent product.”

Petrino guided the Cardma]s o
a10-1 record, a C

byracuse to restore its football sig-
nature,” Cantor said.

Nex& season promises to be
pressure-packed.  Crouthamel,
one of Pasqualoni’s staunchest
supporters, is retiring in June
and whoever succeeds him will
evaluate the football program and

championship this season it
7 ranking, the highest in the
oot history. His two-year
mark at Louisville is 19-5.
The Cardinals will play Boise
State in the Liberty Bowl on Dec.
31

Syracuse keeping Pasqualoni

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — For the
third time in three years, Syra-
cuse football coach Paul Pasqualo-
ni has received a vote of confi-
dence from athletic director Jake
Crouthamel, and ~ Chancellor
Nancy Cantor announced Mon-
day night that Pasqualoni would
return in 2005 for his 15th season
as head coach.

“Paul knows there’s no guaran-
tee, that he must have a plan for

make to Can-
tor on whether any changes
should be made.

The Orange (6-5, 4-2 Big East)
tied for the conference champion-
ship and will play in the Champs
Sports Bowl.

Boise State’s Hawkins signs

five-year, $2.6M extension

BOISE, Idaho — Boise State
coach Dan Hawkins signed a
five-year, $2.6 million contract ex-
tension on Tuesday that could
keep him with the Broncos
through the 2009 season.

During Hawkins’ four years as
head coach, Boise State has won
three consecutive Western Athlet-
ic Conference championships and
compiled a 44-6 record, including
aperfect 11-0 this year.

Wie to play again in PGA event
after just missing cut last year

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Michelle Wie
will make another appearance on
the PGA Tour after accepting a
sponsor’s exemption Tuesday
night to play next month in the
Sony Open.

The exemption was expected,
especially after Wie came within
one shot of making the cut in the
Sony Open last year.

“This is really great,” Wie said
in a telephone interview. “I had
such a great experience last year.
Hopefully T'll do a lot better. My
goal is to be in the top 20.”

Wie was 14 last January when
she shot a 68 in the second round,
the lowest score ever by a female
competing exclusively against
men. She finished at even-par 140
at Waialae Country Club.
Armstrong won't decide until

May about Tour de France

AUSTIN, Texas — Six-time de-
fending Tour de France champi-
on Lance Armstrong says he

won't  decide
hether to race

Sports [ b
= in  cycling’s
briefs most  presti-

gious event in

2005 until next
May, two months before the race
begins.

Armstrong, 33, told the Austin
American-Statesman in Wednes-
day’s editions he'll compete for
another two years, but that he’s
still undecided where to focus his
2005 schedule—racing in the Eu-
ropean spring classics or the
Tour de France.

Colombian boxer dies after KO

PANAMA CITY, Panama — Co-
lombian boxer Carlos Meza died
Tuesday, four days after being
knocked out in the ring, accord-
ing to boxing officials.

Meza, 26, never regained con-
sciousness after being knocked
out in the 12th round of a bantam-
weight bout against Ricardo Cor-
doba in the Atlantic port city of
Colon.
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Defense has started
to even score for Jets

BY ANDREA ADELSON

The Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Early in the sea-
son, the New York Jets had a defense that
was far from perfect.

In three of their first four games, the
Jets jumped to big leads before the defense
wilted and allowed their opponent back
into the contest. Against Cincinnati in the
opener, the Jets led 24-13 going into the
fourth quarter before holding on 31-24.

They led San Diego 27-7 before the
Chargers made a game of it; the Jets won
34-28.

Buffalo scored two fourth-quarter touch-
downs to take a brief lead before New York
rallied for a 16-14 victory.

Things have changed. The Jets have not
given up a second-half score in three
straight games and six overall, and they
lead the league in scoring defense. They
are allowing 14.6 points a game, on pace to
break the team record of 15.4 set in 1993,
‘when they finished 8-8 and didn’t make the
playoffs.

“From the first game to right now,
they’ve come a long way,” coach Herman
Edwards said. “They’ve got a lot of pride to
train hard, and that's what they’ve got to do
down the stretch. They know the defense
has to show up in December.”

Especially with a tough stretch ahead
and a playoff berth in the balance. The Jets
(9-3) start the final four games of their sea-
son at Pittsburgh (11-1) on Sunday, and
also have games against Seattle (6-6) and
New England (11-1) before closing at St.
Louis (6-6).

The Jets have a two-game lead in the
wild-card race, and made the playoffs the
other times they started 9-3 (1985, 1968).

They got off to a better start in 1986,
going 10-2 and reaching the postseason as
well.

Playing solid defense gives them a
chance to keep that trend going.

So far, the Jets have given up an average
of 290.8 yards a game, compared to the
332.4 they yielded last year. The biggest im-
provement has been in run defense, where
the Jets rank seventh, allowing 99.8 yards
a game, compared to 143.4 (28th) they al-
lowed last year.

Dewayne Robertson has been a key to
stopping the run. The No. 4 overall pick
from last year struggled through his rookie
season but made strides in the offseason.
He lost 10-15 pounds and came in with con-
fidence, announcing during training camp,
“Can’t nobody block me.

Robertson has plugged lanes in the run-
ning game and gotten pressure in the pass-
ing game. Edwards and defensive coordina-
tor Donnie Henderson have lobbied for
Robertson to make the Pro Bowl.

Another improvement of late has been
the play of the secondary.

Henderson called the unit the weakest
on the team earlier in the year. In the first
seven games, the Jets gave up 23 plays of
20 yards or more.

In the past five, they have allowed nine,
including just two to the high-powered
Houston Texans. The Jets have stepped up
their takeaways, too, with six in the past
two games.

Cornerback David Barrett, a free-agent
acquisition from Arizona, has been part of
the resurgence. He got an interception
against the Cardinals and Texans, his first
two of the year, and already has a ca-
reer-high 10 passes defensed.

His two big plays in the Houston game
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Jets Reggie Tongue (25), Jonathan Vilma (51), David Barrett (36) and Donnie Abraham
(hidden) swarm Cardinals receiver Anquan Boldin. The secondary has made great strides.

helped the Jets stay in it. On the first drive,
he broke up a fourth-down pass for Andre
Johnson in the end zone. Then just before
halftime, Chad Pennington threw an inter-
ception, giving Houston the ball at the Jets
36 with a chance to add to its one-point
lead.

But Barrett got a pick of his own two
players later, squelching all momentum.

“Barrett has come a long ways in a short
amount of time, he’s one of those guys who
stepped up his game,” Henderson said.

“He’s the best one we've got back there.”
Barrett s just happy to be on a winning
team after spending so many years in Ari-
zona. “To me, this is heaven,” he said.
Especially if the defense keeps playing
well.

“They want to become one of the better
defenses in football,” Edwards said.
“We’re not that yet, but I think their aspira-
tions are to become that, and they’re doing
agood job.”

Rookie RB Jones has Cowboys feeling good again

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
The Associated Press

IRVING, Texas — The Dallas
Cowboys can only imagine how
different their season might be
had Julius Jones been healthy the
whole time.

“It’s his fault that we lost seven
games. It is,” receiver Keyshawn
Johnson said, smiling. “Ask him,
I tell him that after every time
that he scores a touchdown.”

If the rookie who missed eight
games keeps running like this,
the Cowboys (5-7) just might
sneak into the playoffs.

Jones ran for 198 yards and
three touchdowns Monday night
at Seattle, scoring the last on a
17-yard draw play with 32 sec-
onds left in a 43-39 win. That was
just more than a minute after
Johnson’s  acrobatic ~ 34-yard
catch in the back of the end zone
and a recovered onside kick.

With Jones back in the lineup,
the Cowboys have won consecu-
tive games for the first time since
September and are still in playoff
contention. He has 429 yards
rushing and five touchdowns on
93 carries in three starts since re-
turning from a broken shoulder
blade suffered in his NFL debut
in Week 2.

“The running back was pretty

Cowboys running back Julius Jones has carried 93 times for 429 yards
in the past three games since returning from a broken shoulder.

good, in case you didn’t notice,”
coach Bill Parcells said. “T told
the team this, that we're better off
right now as a team that at any
point this year. . . . We've just got
more balance in our attack, and
we're a bit better now.”

Thanks to the rookie whose du-
rability and toughness was being
questioned by Parcells earlier
this season.

Dallas, which had lost six of
seven before the past two wins,
still has a chance for its second
straight playoff appearance
under Parcells. The Cowboys are
among six 5-7 teams a game be-
hind in the standings for the
NFC’s second wild-card spot.

The Cowboys would have the
tiebreaker against Seattle (6-6),
which is tied with St. Louis for the

NFC West lead. They also have
wins against Chicago and Detroit,
two of the other S-7 teams, and
their regular-season finale is
against the New York Giants.

“Hopefully, we can get up
enough energy to play the last
month good,” Parcells said. “T've
always told my teams what you
do after Thanksgiving, that’s
what counts.”

Jones missed the season open-
er because of sore ribs, and then
had just five carries in his debut
against Cleveland before break-
ing his shoulder. He didn’t play
again until Nov. 21 at Baltimore,
when he started to answer the
questions Parcells had about him.

In his first start, Jones had 30
carries for 81 yards, and four
days later carried 33 times for
150 yards and two touchdowns in
a Thanksgiving Day win over Chi-
cago. Only Emmitt Smith (237
yards) and Tony Dorsett (206)
have rushed for more yards in a
Cowboys game than Jones did
against the Seahawks.

“Once again, I proved that I
can handle the load,” Jones said.
“I go out every game with a chip
on my shoulder to prove some-
thing.”

Jones had 30 of the 31 carries
Monday night, the other going to
Vinny ~Testaverde when the

4l-year-old quarterback scram-
bled away from pressure. Eddie
George didn’t even get in, ending
his streak of 139 straight games
played.

Jones isn’t only surpris
aLher people with his perfor—

“I had high expectations of my-
self. I go out and expect myself to
perform at the best level, top
level,” he said. “But I am some-
what surprising myself.”

And showing why Parcells was
willing to trade out of the first
round in the draft when he had
his choice of any running back,
and waited until the second round
to get Jones from Notre Dame.

One of the team’s primary con-
cerns last April was to get a run-
ning back, and none had been
picked when Dallas traded its No.
1 to Buffalo and moved down 21
spots. Steven Jackson, Chris
Perry, Kevin Jones and Tatum
Bell were all gone when the Cow-
boys got another turn, but Par-
cells had Jones targeted when he
opted out of the first round.

“This is not a slap to other run-
ning backs,” Johnson said, “but
there are some players in pro
sports that have it. Whatever it is,
he is one of those guys who has
Jjust got it.”
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[ NFL statistics

AFC individual leaders

Week 13
Quarterbacks
Att Yds TD Int
Manning, 385 2 3621 44
Roelhhs erger,PlL 229 155 1940 14
40 220 2564 21 4
Penningion, NY- 243 164 178 11 4
een,K.C. 07 270 3392 18 11
ady, N.¢ 57 209 2771 9
Leftwich, Jac. 334 212 2394 11 7
Plummer, Den. 94 226 3029 22 15
Carr, Hou. 72 228 2899 12 11
Volek, Ten. 206 125 1282 9 7
ushers
Yds G TD
Martin, NY-J 282 1305 46 25t 10
James, Ind. 61 1291 49 40 8
Dillon, N. 254 1221 4 9
Johnson, Cin. 267 1105 4.1 7
'omlinson, S.D. 267 1012 38 13
roughns, Den. 216 4 4.6 t 4
raylor, Jac. 17 980 1
rown, Ten. 205 976 48 5
imes, 19 892 t 13
icGahee, Buf. 213 817 38 7
eivers
No Yds Avg LG Tl
1asor n. 76 912 120 37t
Johnsom cin. 75 1071 143 53t
72 826 115 1
hnsonitios. & 1018 150 5t
oulds, Bt 68 840 12.
zalez,KC. 67 810 130
armson nd. & 870 130 L
lard, Pit. 800 12 8
. Smith, Jac. 59 961 163
ayne, ind. 5 875 156 1
Punters
No Yds LG Avy
ecmer‘ Oak. 52 2457 67 47.:
ith, Ind. 1547 62 44.
fntrich, Ten. 532326 64 43!
loorman, Buf. 2 43
anson, Jac 552373 69 43
cifres, S.0. 512199 60 43
ardocki, Pit. 59 2529 42
arson, Cin. 66 2802 42
tanley, Hou. 50 2098 420
Jo. Miller, N.E. 411717 41
Punt Returners
No Yds Av b
192 11,
28 315 11
199 10
462 103 78t
25 250 100 86t
27 o
2 20 9
3 303 o
Moses, Hou. 30 275 9
Randie EI, P 38 337 8
Kickoff Returners
No Yds Avg LG TI
\cGee, Buf. 41 1103 269 104t
Juhnsun N.E. 34 857 2 93t
a9 1231 251 9%t
andle EI Pi 21 527 25.
wlghl,s 45 1118 24, 't
Iston, Cle. 34 804 t
olclough, Pit. 20 447 22
iwards, Jac. 15 335 22
5, Hou. 065 22
Gabriel, Oak. 42 931 22.
Scorir
Touchdowns
D Rush Rec Ret Pt
5 14
31
2 0 1
2 10
1
1 0 1
0 9
0 0 1
DHI 9 9
9 0
fa pts
829 48 118
427 53 100
721 1
9.3
223 7
114 4
921 2
417 1
821 0
621 9
Team statistics
AVERAGE PER GAME
OFFENSE
ards Rush Pas:
Indianapolis 4261 1288 297.
ansas City 4188 1510 267
1334 247
ew[ﬂqland 356.0 1322 223f
an Diego 3518 1375 21
lew York Jets 3381 1522 1858
Jacksonville 3331 1146 218°
st 308 1061 224
ennessee 3294 1244 205
akland 321. 71. 50.
incinnati 3205 1108 209
Pittsburgh 3156 153.7 161
Cleveland 297.9 1019 196
uffalo 2875 1078 179.]
Miami 2778 194.
Baltimore 2573 1228 134
DEFENSE
Yards Rush Pas:
ittsburgh 2538 774 176
uffalo 2897 97.6 192.
enver 290: 191
lew York Jets 290. 9 191.]
liami 2950 13 161.(
2052 1069 188
3055 991 206
315 36,
3222 1072 2150
3330 1182 214,
333 1394 203
345 1419 202
3650 1283 236
3653 1213 243
3700 1086 2614
Indianapolis 3729 1185 2544

In
McNabb, Phi. 393
Cuipepper, Min. 413 290 3459 3
Griese, T.B. 223 154 1801 1
e, 404 258 297222 1.
Bulger, StL 419 272 328917 1
Warner, NY-G 268 168 1927
Ihomme, Car. 394 227 281920 1
Harrington, Det. 344 19 2127 1
Testaverde, Dal, 329 203 2506 12 1
. 266 151 1979 11 1
Yds Avg LG TD
Alexander, Sea. 237 1190 50 44 1
Barber, NY-G 9 1183 49 72t
Portis, Was. 1093 40 6at
reen, G 19 916 47 90t
ck, Atl. 7 790 74
‘Westbrook, Phi. 153 705
es, D 145 703 48 74
Dunn, Atl. 10 6
M. Faulk, St.L 161
Smith, Ariz 16 o 7 %
ivers
Yds Avg
forn, N. 1100 145
Owers, Phi. 69 1130 164 14
Bruce, StL 5.1
Holt, St. 68 935 138 52t
alker, G.8. 67 1032 154 79t 1
E.Johnson, SF. 67 104
Driver, G.B. 6 131
Coles, Was. 1 113
Muhammad, Car. 63 962 153 1
Clayton, T.8! 61 843 138
Punters
Yds LG Ave
3622 61 44,
56 2478 62 44
56 2475 63 4.
612659 60 43
401733 63 43.
3463 58 42
49 2087 62 42
3099 57 42
552309 55 42.
McBriar, Dal. 54 2265 68 41
Punt Retur
ds Avg LG TD
Drummond, Det. 316 132 8t
Rossum, At 120
McQuarters, Chi. 376 114 5t
Lewis, N.O. o7
Burleson, Min. 179 94 o1t
Thrash, Was. 16 91 43
le, 5. 232 86 it
WardDal. 14 81 13
180 78 20
Wiame, iz 208 65
No vds Avg LG TD
Ferguson, G.B. 6 433 27.
Drummond.Det. 41 1092 26 t
Ponder, N 1 552 26,
Cox, TB. 6 675 26
Reed, Phi. 4 574 23
Broussard, Car. 23 539 23
, Dal. 1 718 23:
Berrian, Chi. 6 370 231
29
Ret Pts
31
8
0
0 0
7 0
0 0
0 4
Wes(bmnk Phi 3 4
forn, N.O. 0 0
Smith, Ariz 8

arolina
iew Orleans

tlanta

iew York Giants

ampa Bay

an Francisco

oit

na

ashington

hicago

DEFENSE
X Yards Rush Pa:

Washington 2574 868 170,
‘Tampa Bay 2833 1233 1590
New York Giants 3138 1348 178
Philadelphia 3199 1148 205,
tlanta 3262 1038 222
an Francisco 3270 1160 211
allas 3307 135 217
eattie 3354 1082 227.
hicago 3369 1363 200
izona 3378 1398 198
arolina 380 1187 219
etroit 315 1218 219
Louis 3470 1390 208!
innesota 3505 1280 222
reen Bay 3616 1039 257.
iew Orleans 1168 1520 264
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Brady feted by Sporting News

The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. — Patriots
quarterback Tom Brady was se-
lected Sportsman of the Year by
Sporting News on Tuesday, nine
days after the
Boston Red Sox
received  the
same  honor

Brady began the outstanding
year by winning his second Super

Bowl MVP award and leading
New England to its second NFL
championship in three years.
This season he’s played a major
role in the team’s 11-1 record.

“Brady has come from 199th
draft choice to be THE face of the
NFL,” Sporting News editorial di-
rector John Rawlings said.
“You'll find quarterbacks with
gaudier statistics and some with
more hype, but Tom Brady is
about winning and that's why
they play the game.”

Brady, selected in the 2000
draft, took over for injured Drew
Bledsoe in 2001, leading the Patri-
ots to a 20-17 Super Bowl victory
over the St. Louis Rams. Last sea-
son, the Patriots went 14-2 during
the regular season en route to an-
other Super Bowl title.

Brady is 45-13 as a starting
quarterback and New England is
tied with Pittsburgh and Philadel-
phia for the best record in the
NFL this season.

The award is determined by ed-
itors of the St. Louis-based Sport-
ing News. Last year, the honor
was shared by Kansas City Chiefs
coach Dick Vermeil and Florida
Marlins manager Jack McKeon.

NFL injury update

R A
lowed by team's prognosis. (See’ fri;
day’s edition lnr Comple
provided by the
Bears: OB Cralg o (ankle) out for

=i
TE Virk Campbel (knee ot for
oSt 0f season.

Texans: S Marcus Coleman (shoulder)
out for rest of season.

te injury report

Dolphins WR Boston pleads
innocent to airport assalllt

BURLINGTON, Vt. — Miami
Dolphins receiver David Boston
pleaded innocent Tuesday to
charges of assaulting a ticket
agent at Burlington International
Airport in October.

Boston, who was charged with
simple assault, did not appear in
court. Boston’s lawyer entered
the plea. The player, who has
missed the entire season with a
knee injury, is reportedly appeal-
ing a four-game suspension after
testing positive for steroids.

Boston is accused of striking a
US Airways customer service
agent in the face after he refused
to let him board a plane.

According to a court papers,
told police that Ed
Gorchinski had caused him to
miss his flight and had spit in his
face.

Gorchmskl said the flight was
running late and he had urged
Boston to hurry to the plane but
Boston took his time. Gorchinski
then refused to let Boston board
the plane, court papers said.

Boston had been rehabilitating
in Vermont, where he had had
knee surgery.

Miami TE McMichael
feeling left out

DAVIE, Fla. — Tight end
Randy McMichael is displeased
with his role in the team’s of-
fense.

McMichael came into Sunday’s
game as Miami’s leading receiv-
er, but he was upset after catch-
ing only two passes for 14 yards
in a 42-32 loss to Buffalo. He said
after the game he went from
being the go-to-guy to out the

oor.

“I don’t take anything I said
back,” McMichael said Monday.
“I said it.  meant it exactly.”

The third-year tight end has
caught only 11 passes in the past
four games after having 42 recep-
tions in the first eight.

McMichael followed a similar
pattern in his first two seasons in
the league. As a rookie in 2002, he
had 26 catches in the first eight
games and only 13 the rest of the
way. Last year, it was 29 catches
in the first half of the season and
20 in the second half.

“It’s a really difficult time for
me now because, you know what,
this is the third year in a row this
happened,” McMichael said.
“Start out so hot and then all of a
sudden I become an offensive
tackle and it's really frustrating.”

Interim head coach Jim Bates
said he was concerned any time a
player publicly expressed displea-
sure, but understood Me-
Michael’s frustration.

“We know he’s a go-to-guy,”
Bates said. “We have to try to
work him in and get him more
touches.”

McNabb leaving little

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Donovan
McNabb has become a precision
passer.

The four-time Pro Bowl quar-
terback is having the best season
of his six-year career, helping the
Philadelphia Eagles to an 11-1
record and a fourth consecutive
NFC East championshi

Often criticized for being inac-
curate, McNabb has drastically
improved his completion percent-
age this season and broke an NFL
record by completing 24 consecu-
tive passes over two games.

“I don’t listen to what people
say about my accuracy,” McNabb
said. “People who have a problem
with my accuracy can take a look
at my winning percentage. If they
have a problem with that, then
tough luck.”

McNabb completed his first 14
passes in Philadelphia’s 47-17 vic-
tory over Green Bay on Sunday.
He had completed his last 10 pass-
es in a victory over the New York
Giants the previous week.

Hall of Famer Joe Montana
held the record with 22 straight
completions against Cleveland
and Green Bay in 1987.

McNabb finished 32-for-43 for
a club-record 464 yards and a ca-
reer-high  five  touchdowns
against the Packers. Overall, he’s
passed for 3,356 yards, a ca-

reer-high 28 TDs and only five in-
terceptions. He’s also run for
three scores.

McNabb has completed 256 of
393 passes for a completion per-
centage of 65.1, much better than
his career average of 57.0 enter-
ing this season.

“That is something he proved
to the critics, that he is an accu-
rate quarterback,” wide receiver
Todd Pinkston said. “We, as re-
ceivers, always have confidence
in him.”

McNabb’s winning percentage
is .694. He’s 59-26, including the
playoffs, and has led the Eagles to
three consecutive NFC title

But "McNabb and his team-
mates won't be satisfied unless
they bring home the franchise’s
first championship since 1960.

expectations are at the
highest point, which is to win the
Super Bowl,” McNabb said. “I
don’t think you can get any higher
than that.”

While Indianapolis’ Peyton
Manning is on the verge of break-
ing Dan Marino’s NFL season
record of 48 TD passes and
Daunte Culpepper is putting up
big numbers in Minnesota, Mc-
Nabb’s accomplishments this sea-
son sometimes get overlooked.

McNabb’s quarterback rating
of 1104 is second only to Man-
ning, he’s fourth in yards passing
and third in TD passes.

to criticize

“Everybody sees Culpepper
Manning, and Donovan
doesn’t get the accolades he de-
serves,” wide receiver Greg
Lewis said. “Everybody in this
locker room knows what he is ca-
pable of and we are confident in
him. It is just a matter of time that
he gets the credit he deserves.”

Eagles coach Andy Reid, who
selected McNabb with the No. 2
overall pick in his first draft in
1999, puts his quarterback ahead
of everyone else, including Brett
Favre, who won a Super Bowl in
Green Bay when Reid was an as-
sistant coach there.

“Ithink he’s the best in the busi-
ness at what he does,” Reid said.
“He’s a heck of a player.”

The addition of wideout Terrell
Owens is a major reason for Mc-
Nabb’s success _this _season.
Owens leads the NFL with 1,130
yards receiving and 14 TDs on 69
catches.

“I have a guy that can air it out
and I can just pin my ears back,
and those are the types of things I
work on in practice,” Owens said.

McNabb came into the season
with five 300-yard games and two
four-TD performances in his first
five seasons. He’s thrown for
more than 300 yards five times
and at least four TDs five times
this season, including three times
in the past four games. Only Man-
ning this year and Marino in 1984
have thrown four TDs or more in
six games.
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a Pacers’ Jermaine O'Neal, left, was charged with two counts of misdemeanor assault and battery for
his role a brawl that began on the court and spilled into the stands at The Palace of Auburn Hills on Nov. 19.

Anthony Johnson

BY SARAH KARUSH

The Associated Press

PONTIAC, Mich. — Five Indi-
ana Pacers players and five De-
troit Pistons fans were charged
Wednesday in one of the worst
brawls in U.S. sports history — a
melee last month that broke out
on the basketball court and
spread to the stands.

Pacers Ron Artest, Stephen
Jackson, David Harrison and An-
thony Johnson all were charged

David Harrison

with one count of assault and bat-
tery, a misdemeanor that could
bring three months in jail and a
$500 fine. Jermaine O'Neal was
charged with two counts of as-
sault and battery.

The fans were charged with the
same offenses. One of them, Bry-
ant Jackson, 35, was charged with
felony assault — punishable by
up to four years in prison — for al-
legedly hurling a chair.

The fight broke out Nov. 19 dur-
ing a game against the Detroit Pis-

Pacers Ron Artest, David Harrison, Stephen Jackson and Anthony Johnson were charged with one misde-
meanor count. Five fans also were charged in the incident.

10 charged in NBA brawl

5 Pacers, 5 fans face misdemeanors; chair-thrower charged with felony

tons after an on-court dispute
over a foul. A fan tossed a drink at
Artest, who then charged into the
stands and began beating a man
he thought had done it.

Jackson joined Artest and
threw punches at fans, who
punched back. O'Neal hit a fan
who ran onto the court.

Two days later, NBA Commis-
sioner David Stern suspended Art-
est for the season, Jackson for 30
games and O’Neal for 25.

Among the fans charged was

John Green, the man accused of
throwing the cup.

gle-handedly incited this whole in-
teraction between the fans and
players and probably is the one
that’s most culpable,” prosecutor
David Gorcyca said.

The fans charged included De-
troit Pistons star Ben Wallace’s
brother, David, of Selma, Ala.

The players’ union is appealing
the suspensions of Artest, Jack-
son and O'Neal, and a grievance
hearing is scheduled for Thurs-
day in New York.
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